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The true measure of one’s friendship is what it 
secures to one’s friend, not what it secures to one’s 
self. What one can give by his friendship, not what 
he can get by it, shows its real value. He whocan ask, 
What is this friendship worth to me? can never be a 
friend. He who is a friend will only ask, What is 
this friendship worth to my friend? Selfishness and 
friendship are absolutely incompatible. 





“Write on one side only” is the standing injunc- | 
tion of one of our contemporaries to those who would | 
contribute to its columns. And thatis sensible coun- | 
sel to all writers. Write on one side only ; and before | 
you begin to write know which side you are going to 
write on ; and why you would write on that side ; and | 
what you are going to say on that side; and when | 
you have said what you have to say on that side, stop. | 
A great deal of writing for the newspapers amounts 
to nothing because the writer tries to write on both 
sides, or doesn’t try to write oneither. Unless a man 
wants to write on one side, and one side only, of a 
subject in which he is interested, he had better not 
send anything on that .wabjent to to the public prints. 


Not all discourtesies and severities between jour- 
nalists are confined to American political newspapers, 





or to the lower class of the English press, satirized 
| contemporary,” the Eatanswill Independent. For 
|lately died. The other of these two journals, in 


| noticing the event, mentions the dead editor in suit- 
| able terms, but is quite unable to refrain from bitter 


_we are informed ; “it subsequently passed into the 
| hands of a company, now, it is stated, in course of 


| its high purposes, “ it condescended to aims not widely 
different from our own.” 


from such occurrences applies to personal character 
hes well as to journalism: that high intellectual 


"| which can only be conquered, by king or by peasant, 


| with him most heartily. But when he takes excep- 
| tion to the school idea in the Sunday-school, and to 


_ place for something beyond foundation work. If, as 
| Dr. Willcox suggests, the other forty-eight Sundays 


‘Sundays in the year devoted to work above the 


by Dickens in his Eatanswill Gazette and its “reptile 


instance, the founder and editor of one of the two 
leading weekly literary journals of London has 


and gratuitous remarks about its rival. “It is no 
| secret that it was not successful in its original form,” 


liquidation ;” and in consequence of the failure of 
This wrangling over a 
coffin is not unlike that which William Carleton 
| describes in his accounts of “wakes” among the 
| Irish peasantry ; and surely ill befits newspapers of 
| the highest class. The only moral we would draw 


ss | ability and eminent reputation form no defense, in 
| themselves, against the pettier sins of mankind, 


through personal effort and spiritual grace. But 
those who occupy positions of prominence and influ- 
ence ought to make special efforts to act in what has 
been called the “large manner”—the manner which 
is pure and free, not unsightly and constrained. 


It would seem hardly necessary for us to inform 
our readers that we do not coincide with all the views 
expressed by our varied contributors writing under 
their own names. While we would not give place to 
any article in our columns which we deemed 
pernicious in its influence, we are glad to allow, with- 
in due limits, the free discussion of points on which a 
difference of opinion may properly exist. Here, for 
instance, is good Dr. Willcox, who is always right in 
spirit and bright in style. He wisely emphasizes the 
importance of doing something more than foundation 
work in Sunday-school teaching. So far we agree 


its quarterly “review Sundays,” we want to be under- 
stood as differing with him utterly. As we view 
it, the Sunday-school is a school, and ought to be so 
considered always. Its chief mission is instruction. 
Worship and preaching have their place in it only as 
they contribute to its end of teaching. And of all 
Sundays in the year the four review Sundays are 
most important. Then, if at no other time, there is a 


are given up so largely to drilling in unimportant 
foundation facts, it is certainly wise to have four 





foundations, to the polishing of the columns after the 
similitude of a palace. If either division must be 
given up, we say drop the forty-eight preliminary 
Sundays, and retain the four review Sundays for | 
work that is aboveground. 


How many of the foolish notions of those who 
depreciate or reject the Christian faith are counted 
the offspring of these later days of greater intellectual | 


light, while they are simply old-time follies long ago | 


to sermons, and to elementary treatises on religion, 
and to the catechisms, of former generations. Among 
such works in the Brinley library, now on sale in 
New York, is a copy of Perkins’s catechism of more 
than two centuries and a half ago, the introduction 
to which shows that the fancies of the wiseacres of 
that day were not very different from those of their 
lineal descendants of the present time. The little 
book is entitled “The Foundation of Christian Relig- 
ion, Gathered into Six Principles. And it is to be 
learned of ignorant People, that they may be fit to 
hear Sermons with Profit, and to receive the Lord’s 
Supper with Comfort.” Its opening address “to all 
ignorant people that desire to be instructed,” begins: 
“Poor people, your manner is to sooth up yourselves, 
as though you were in a most happy state: but if the 
matter came to a just tryal, it will fall out far other- 
wise. For you lead your lives in great ignorance, as 
may appear by these your common opinions which 
follow.” Then comes a statement of a number of 
the popular errors of the day concerning retigious 
truth and religious observance, some of which will be 
recognized as now the pet fancies of self-sufficient 
moralists or scoffers; as, for example: “That how- 
ever a man live, yet if he call upon God on his death 
bed, and say, ‘Lord have mercy upon me;’ and so go 
away like a lamb, he is certainly saved.” “That it 
is safest to do in religion as most do.” “That merry 
ballads and books, as Skoggin, Bevis of Southampton, 
&c., are good to drive away the time, and to remove 
heart qualms.” “That a man which cometh at no 
sermons may as well believe as he which hears all the 
sermons in the world.” “That ye know all the 
preacher can tell you; for he can say nothing but 
that every man is a sinner, that we must love our 
neighbor as ourselves, that every man must be saved 
by Christ : and all this ye can tell as well as he.” “That 
drinking and bezeling in the ale-house or tavern is 
good fellowship, and shows a good kind nature, and 
maintains neighborhood.” “That every man must 
be for himself, and God for us all.” “That if a man 
be no adulterer, no thief, no murderer, and do no man 
harm, he is a right honest man.” “That a man may 
have a good meaning when he saith and doth that 
which is evil.” “That ye are to be excused in all 
your doings, because the best men are sinners.” It 
is evident that two hundred and fifty years have not 
worked all these ideas out of foolish men’s minds; 
but the strangest thing is that so many who still hold 
them believe that they are. vel ideas, the outgrowth 
of intellectual progress. 





THANKING GOD FOR TRIALS. 


One thing that we ought never to pray for, that 
we Ought never to desire, for ourselves or for our dear 
ones, is an easy time in life. The hardest lot in the 
world is one of undisturbed ease. The best lot is 
always one of trial and sorrow and discomfort. “This 
is an hard saying; who can hear it?” 


Ease is what most persons long for. A young man 


setting out in life commonly looks forward with 
| intensest desire to a position of ease through acquired 
| property, and would be ready to stop work as soon as 
| he attained that position. 


All the accumulations of 
the professional or business man have an added value 
in their supposed hastening of that good day when 


corrected or rebuked by sensible thinkers. To help | their possessor can retire from toil and be at ease. 
one to realize this truth, it is a good thing to turn back | Parents who can leave a fortune to their children, se 
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that the latter need not be compelled to work for a 
living, think that they have given a good start to 
their offspring. Most mothers would pray that their 
darlings might be spared trial and suffering in life, 
and that no rough winds of adversity should blow 
upon them. Yet there is no stalwart manhood to one 
who has not struggled ; and no man, young or old, 
will struggle unless he has to; hence any position of 
ease which takes away from a man the necessity of a 
continued struggle is incompatible with a progress in 
manhood to its highest earthly attainment. A fortune 
to start with is a misfortune to any young man. If 
he gets on well in life with that fortune, it must be 
in spite of the fortune, not in consequence of it. 
And in any event he would probably do better and 
rise higher without the fortune than with it. If 
indeed he must retain the money, he needs sore trials 
of some other sort to offset it, and to keep it from 
working his ruin. The young man who has nothing 
to live on, and who must work or starve, ought to 
thank God that he has this stimulus and help to 
prosperity and high manhood. Daniel Webster would 
have remained a commun-place clerk of the courts 
during his lifetime if he had accepted the position of 
ease with its handsome salary which was pressed on 
him asa young man by his father and friends. It 
was his poverty, through refusing that position, that 
subsequently impelled him to greatness. Disraeli 
would never have come to his world-wide prominence 
but for his earlier failures in public life, and the 
necessity thereby laid on him of struggling for 
success ; for genius which enables a man to accom- 
plish great things without hard work, which puts a 
man beyond all question of failure in his efforts, 
would be hardly less of a curse to a young man than 
a fortune is. An easy time is a hard time for any 
man. If it doesn’t really prove his ruin, it greatly 
endangers him. ; 

The Bible is explicit in its oft-repeated declara- 
tions on this point. “ Blessed are they that mourn;” 
not Blessed are they that never know grief. “Happy 
is the man whom God correcteth ;” not Happy is 
the man whom God never disturbs. “Whom the 
Lord loveth he chasteneth ;” not Whom the Lord 
loveth he spares from trial. “They that sow in tears 
shall reap in joy ;” not They that sow in smiles shall 
have the richest harvest. “Count it all joy when ye 
fall into divers temptations ;” not Count it all joy 
when ye have an easy time in life. “Many sorrows 
shall be to the righteous;” not Many delights and 
no sorrow shall be to the children of God. Nor is 
it alone into the kingdom of God in the heavenly 
rest that we must enter “through much tribulation.” 
In the life that now is we cannot have truest joy, 
highest blessedness, greatest beauty of character, 
supremest refinement of nature, fullest maturity of 
soul, without that tribulation which worketh patience, 
that patience which in turn worketh experience, and 
that experience which in turn worketh hope. A heart 
that has never sorrowed has its tenderest depths yet 
unstirred, and can never thrill with the richest 
emotions of joy. 

There must be the tightest tension 

Ere the tone b ull and true. 
No such powgr of sympathy, no such sweetness of 
spirit, no sud breadth of benevolence, no such 
strength of faith, is possible to one who has been ever 
undisturbed by griefs, who has never bowed down 
heavily under a crushing weight of bereavement, as 
to one who has been chosen in the furnace of aftlic- 
tion, who has been refined as silver is refined, and 
tried as gold is tried, and yet has been sustained of 
God and comforted in all : 

Unto the hopes by sorrow crushed a noble faith suc- 


And life, by trials furrowed, bears the fruit of loving 
deeds, 


How rich, how sweet, how full of strength, our 
human spirits are, 
Baptized into the sanctities of suffering and of prayer. 
The most beautiful faces into which we look are 
faces which have been beautified through sorrow, 
saintly faces, faces which have in them the light of 





His love who was made “ perfect through sufferings.” 
The characters which we most revere are characters 
which have matured and grown strong amid trials, 
and in often-renewed conflicts. We never look up 
admiringly to one who has not been tried. We never 
rest confidently on one who has always lived a life of 
ease. Why then should we pray for ease for our- 
selves, or for those whom we love? For what, indeed, 
have we greater reason to thank God than for our 
trials, unless, indeed, it be for strength to bear them, and 
for grace to improve them? 

Father, hear the prayer we offer. 

Not for ease that prayer shall be, 

But for strength that we may ever 

Live our lives courageously. 


DEVOTIONAL READING, 


He who is most strengthened by devotional read- 
ing is by no means the quiet recluse who, unfamiliar 
with the difficulties and dangers of the outside world, 
retires to the monastic rest of his library, there to 
strengthen his soul by feeding upon the spiritual 
meat provided by eminent religious writers. 

A healthy appetite for sound devotional literature 
is the rather to be sought in previous experiences of 
hand-to-hand encounters with sin and wrong; just as 
a good physical appetite is born of vigorous out-door 
exercise, and not of watching a table loaded with 
dainties. The godly old bishop of Sodor and Man— 
himself an example of spiritual strength—wisely 
declared that “in order to dispose our hearts to devo- 
tion, the active life is to be preferred to the contem- 
plative;” and so the active Christian ought to have 
the greatest desire for, and receive the most help 
from, the world’s devotional treasures. But those 
zealous souls which are constantly stirred by desire 
for good works, are not removed from the danger of 
neglecting devotional reading. While the more 
indifferent Christians sometimes stand in need of a 
rude shock to startle them from their lethargy, it is 
true, on the other hand, that those of unquestioned 
zeal and efficiency, who feel the need of strengthen- 
ing themselves by spiritual reading, do not always 
make sufficient use of good books, from a supposed 
lack of time. Their active exercises in the Christian 
life have fitted them to reap the greatest benefit from 
the devotional treasures of the Christian church ; 
but they turn aside at the very moment when that 
benefit ought to be received. The untiring activity 
which is certainly a characteristic of the life of 
to-day is so good a thing that it ought not to miss 
the blessing which lies just beyond. Incisiveness 
and keenness are excellent, but they do not stand 
at the top. The religious writer and the religious 
reader have something to learn from such a caustic 
criticism of the spirit of the times as that which 
is put into these sharp words of a recent essayist 
in Blackwood’s Magazine: “Elaboration of style 
is of course gone out of date—a man has either the 
knack of expression or he has it not; and rapidity 
of execution, at all events, is to be placed before 
everything else. The habit of reflection is to be 
scrupulously avoided, if you mean to make an easy 
income by your pen. What the public looks for 
nowadays, even in the quarters that might be expected 
to be most fastidious, is dash rather than deliberation ; 
sensation rather than solidity; sparkle more than 
depth ; and picturesqueness far more than precision. 
The world has taken to traveling by rail and trans- 
acting even trivial business by telegraph, so the men 
who have the suggesting of its ideas and convictions 
can least of all afford to lag behind.” In other 
words, we have nowadays to encounter in religion, in 
literature, and in life an exclusive tendency toward 
the practical, which is excellent in itself, but which 
does not go far enough. 

In devotional literature it has been true, as a 
general rule, that the greatest religious writers have 
joined brilliancy and wit to piety and the fruits of 
reflection. This brilliancy has represented the prac- 
tical part of their own lives, and has been the salt 





which has savored the whole. Spirituality founded 





on no experience is of little worth; but the spiritu- 
ality which follows good Christian work is the best 
help for more effective labor in the future. Busy 
Christians make a great mistake when they think 
that devotional reading is not meant for them, or that 
they are unfitted to receive its best benefits. It is 
because they are busy Christians that they will be 
most aided by the thoughts of those who have, after 
experiences similar to their own, crystallized the 
fruits of those experiences in maxims, or chapters, 
or books. In religious literature, as in general litera 
ture, the thoughts which help us most are those which 
have been born of deeds and lives akin to ours, but 
which we have ourselves been unable to put before 
our own minds in so compact or suggestive a form. 
Hence the zealous Christian workman will find in 
distinctly devotional literature the fruits of his own 
personal experience; while the same words to the 
“ contemplative ” reader would seem but strange and 
foreign expressions, belonging to a life of which he 
knew nothing, and whose spirit he was utterly unable 
to share. Indeed, there is nothing more thoroughly 
practical than a due measure of devotion: for with- 
out it nothing can result save poverty of character 
and emptiness of achievement. That which is, in 
the eyes of a God who looks at the heart, the measure 
of a man’s success, is surely no ephemeral or vision- 
ary possession. 

Just as work in the field may be made the best 
preparation for getting help from devotional writers, 
so a similar advantage may be derived, in the seek- 
ing for spiritual truth, from collateral religious read- 
ing and study. They ought not to be an ultimate 
end, but they are serviceable adjuncts. Sometimes 
the true spiritual meaning of a biblical passage is 
made evident only by geographical and _ historical 
studies. Such studies are not in their nature hostile 
to spiritual attainments; and, as a matter of fact, 
their extensive use in connection with the Interna- 
tional series of lessons has been constantly accom- 
panied and followed by a quickened interest in the 
concerns of the soul. The design of this series is 
spiritual throughout ; and it admits other subjects of 
study only as means to this end. Let not the teacher 
or the learner despise collateral study, or consider it 
foreign to spiritual development. Here, as in Chris- 
tian work, the preparatory stage is of great impor- 
tance in making possible the high rewards which lie 
beyond. The laborer and the student alike stand 
on the threshold of instant and permanent advan- 
tages in the line of distinctly devotional reading,— 
advantages of which they cannot too soon begin to 
make use. 

NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 

It would not be easy to name any plan of managing a 
Sunday-school library which would suit all schools and 
every librarian alike. There are various needs to be met, 
and different men have different tastes in their methods 
of work to note and track the books of a loan library. 
Yet every good method has its fitness to certain schools 
and certain tastes ; and there is an advantage in making 
it known. In response to a recent request in our col- 


umns for information in this line, a superintendent in 
northern New York writes : 


For the benefit of your Iowa correspondent I will very briefly 
give you an account of the way we keep our library in the 
Reformed Church Sunday-school, Schoharte, New York. We 
have two hundred volumes in our library, and our arrangements 
are large enough to accommodate two hundred scholars. Each 
book has a catalogue pasted in it, giving the title, author, 
library number, and number of pages of every book. Each 
scholar has a card with the numbers from 0 to 100 printed on one 
side, and from 100 to 200 on the other, also his own name and 
register number written on it. The books are placed on the 
shelves in pigeon-holes or compartments containing ten books 
each, and numbered to correspond with the numbers on the 
books. Our librarian’s book consists of a blackboard, thirty 
inches square, and ruled with white paint on each side into 
three-inch squares, making one hundred on each side—two hun- 
dred in all—and numbered to correspond with the scholar’s 
numbers on the register. When the scholar comes into the 


Sunday-school on a Sunday, he leaves his book in the library 
with his card in it, on which at least four numbers are marked 
thus: (21) (115) (94) (67), to show to the librarian his choice of 
a book in the order of his preference. The librarian takes out 
the card from the book, places the book on the shelf in its proper 
Then 


place, and erases its number from the blackboard. 
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he takes the card, makes the selection for the scholar as indi- 
cated, and in the square on the blackboard containing the 
scholar’s number, as noted on the card, he marks with chalk the 
number of the Sunday of the quarter and the number of the book. 
He also crosses the number of the book on the card. Then he places 
the book in the distributing-case, which is arranged in tens, the 
same as the shelves of the library. When the scholars come out of 
the school, they announce their numbers severally at the librari- 
an’s window, and by the arrangement of tens he knows just where 
to put his hand on the books called for; and he hands them 
out accordingly. We have been using this system for more than 
two years, and with us it works “like a charm.” A glance at 
the blackboard will show at any time how long a pupil has had 
a certain book, and also the number of it; and if the book has 
been out longer than the required time, the scholar’s number is 
sent in to the secretary, and the proper inquiry is made for the 
missing book. The librarian does not need to know the names 
of the scholars at all. On the other hand the scholars by look- 
ing at their cards can tell at a glance which books they have 
drawn from the library, for every book already drawn stands 
crossed on the card. Thus, inasmuch as their cards are an 
index of the books they have read, the scholars are careful about 
preserving them. It should be noticed that the bookcases, the 
blackboard, and the scholars’ cards, are all arranged in tens ; 
so that the number of any scholar or book can be found almost 
instantly. Any further explanation will be cheerfully given by 
the librarian, Mr. George B. Manschaffer, or by the superin- 
tendent, Mr. Charles Couch. : 


There is a vast deal of useless worry over biblical ques- 
tions; of perplexity concerning points of doctrine which 
are left in seeming uncertainty in the inspired pages, and 
which cannot be settled conclusively by inferential logic. 
Questions of this sort are constantly pressed on our atten- 
tion by correspondents; and we are urged to devote 
space to their discussion. As our work is a practical one, 
we have timeand inclination for only the practical side 
of religious truth; unless, indeed, we would gain through 
purely devotional reading. If others have leisure and 
taste for vain speculations, they can occupy themselves 
accordingly. That is not our way. An Ohio correspon- 
dent, for example, tells at some length of the earnest 
thought which he has given of late to a question stated 
by him in this form: 

Since our heavenly Parent is so merciful, and so desirous 
that all shall be saved, and not perish in their sins, will he, or 
does he, cut off in his sins any one who he knows will—or, rather, 
would if allowed to live—repent of his own free will and accord 
at some future time ? Or, in other words, may we not suppose 
that when God calls an unrepenting soul from earth he foresees 
that that soul would never accept eternal life, and in mercy 
puts an end to him, thereby preventing his heaping up wrath 
unto himself and others unto the day of wrath? 

When one of these unpractical questions was put by a 
disciple to our Lord—who could have answered it, had 
he chosen to do so—our Lord’s response was, “ What is 
that to thee? follow thou me.” We certainly couldn’t 
give any information on the point raised by our Ohio 
correspondent if we wanted to. We shouldn’t want to 
give it, if we could. 

From Illinois comes another question of the same 
nature : 

Some think that the Lord will have mercy and forbearance to 
a certain extent, and then leave man forever, as Saul was left, 
according to Samuel’s word, Knowest thou not that the Lord 
has forsaken thee? while others think that it is never too late 
while being lasts. Ministers declare it from the pulpit, saying 
there is a time when it is too late for repentance ; and again they 
say that the Lord will receive you at any time you are willing 
and ready to give yourself wholly to him; and the Bible tells of 
God pardoning men’s hearts, and how Ananias, I believe, and 
his wife fell dead at the apostles’ feet, having, it seems, no time 
to repent. Now is it time until death? Or is it too late after 
the Holy Spirit has been rejected probably three times or so. 
This being a question of importance, I hope you will spare no 
pains in answering with deliberation, or leave it to your writers 
to give their opinion. 

Our friend evidently gives more time to thinking 
about this question than to Bible-study over it; for he 
quotes from Samuel words which are not in the Bible, and 
he is not quite sure about Ananias and his wife. But we 
can say with “deliberation” that we do nct find in the 
Bible any statement which would justify a sinner in put- 
ting off repentance to-day in the belief that his probation 
is to be extended beyond. “ Behold now is the accepted 
time!” That declaration is positive and unequivocal. 
“Behold now is the day of salvation.” There is a sure 
promise for now. There is none for to-morrow. Why 
then should we spend time guessing at what may be to- 
morrow? We refer to this entire subject for the purpose 
of urging our readers one and all to devote themselves to 
the more important phases ofreligious truth. When you can 
clear your mind through Bible-study as to a personal duty, 
or when you can thereby find the greater explicitness of a 
warning or a promise, you are gaining by such study. 
But beware of those points “ which minister questions, 
rather than godly edifying which is in faith.” 








163 








A HYMN OF SPRING. 
BY E. NORMAN GUNNISON, 


Eternal God! whose lavish hand 

With bounteous goodness fills the land, 
Who from the winter’s icy death 

Brings forth the spring, with balmy breath : 
The constant tokens of whose care 

Thy earthly children daily share ; 

We thank thee for thy mercies free, 

We thank thee for our trust in thee. 


The changing seasons as they roll 

Are safely held in thy control ; 

The perfumed flowers, the birds which sing, 
And all the sweetness of the spring ; 

The babbling brooks, the verdant hill, 
The crocus and the daffodil, 

The brightness of the skies above, 

Are but the tokens of thy love. 

These are thy gifts: almighty Power! 
The noblest oak, the humblest flower, 
The blossoms on the daisied lea, 

All things alike must come from thee! 
Thy hand, from which all good proceeds, 
Gives warmth to germinate the seeds. 
And for the fullness of the grain, 

The early and the latter rain. 

We thank thee for thy love, which keeps 
The life which wakes, and that which sleeps. 
That bounteous care will surely bring 
The summer, autumn, winter, spring. 
We thank thee that thy hand bestows 
The bloom of spring, the winter snows. 
We thank thee for thy mercies free, 

But more than all, our trust in thee. 


SKILLED WORKMEN WANTED. 
BY G. B, WILLCOX, D.D. 


There is a class of stone-workers who do little or noth- 
ing but lay foundations. They get out the rough granite, 
drag it to the spot for a new building, heave it into the 
trench that has been cut for it, and bring it somewhere 
near to a true line. But there they end their work, and 
take up their tools and depart. For the superstructure— 
for laying accurate courses of dressed stone or brick in 
shapely walls, for carvings and cornices and moldings 
and pinnacles—look to some one else than to them. Like 
the material they put into the building they are coarse- 
grained and rough workmen. 

Now there are Sunday-school teachers who keep them- 
selves always down at the crude foundation, on which 
they ought to build higher. There is a temptation to 
this, in the thousand and one Sunday-school “ helps” 
that have so multiplied in our day. We have maps and 
maps. We have books on antiquities and manners and 
customs. We have topographical researches, and books 
of sacred history and chronology. We have pictures of 
every size, shape, color, and device, for illustration. And, 
in this huge mass of “material” (which is material, 
indeed, rather than spiritual) a teacher is in danger of 
losing himself and his class, till the hour for the lesson has 
passed. 

The danger is the greater, too, because this second- 
hand information is so easy to get, and costs so little 
study, and calls for no prayer or soul travail in the work 
of imparting it. It is easier to interest a scholar in these 
outward, striking, picturesque facts than in faith and 
repentance and eternal life. You will notice that boys 
who grow listless, and stare about the room, as you tell the 
“old, old story,” will turn their faces towards you 
promptly enough when you relate the stories that come 
down to us of travelers robbed and murdered on the road 
from Jerusalem to Jericho. 

And then there are many who comfort themselves with 
the idea that these scraps of knowledge are “all Bible,” 
and must have some sort of spiritual virtue in them. Of 
course they are. And so is the sheepskin that covers the 
good book all Bible. The leather is quite important to 
the use and value of the volume. And there is as much 
saving grace in it as in much of the information that 
many teachers content themselves with imparting to their 
classes. 


For this is all foundation work. It is the beginning—or 


rather the preparation for the beginning-—of good things to | 


come. Therefore leaving the principles (the bare, coarse 


rudiments of the doctrine) let us goon unto perfection. 
This is all head work. A teacher ought never to rest till 
he reaches the heart. This “ticketed information ” is very 
useful in its way. It is very desirable that a scholar 
should have in mind a clear idea of the map of Palestine 
where Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon are, which way the 
Jordan runs, how far the Lake of Galilee is from the 
Dead Sea, in which direction Joppa lies from Jerusalem. 








But, till you build higher than this, you have done com- 
paratively nothing. 

Be not deceived by the fact that this is Scripture 
knowledge. There is no more blessing for the soul of a 
child in knowing the distance from Cssarea to Sychar 
than from New York to Philadelphia. There is no more 
light for an inquirer on the way heavenward in the exact 
number of the branches of the golden candlestick than 
in Mr. Edison’s electric illuminator. It is as mischiev- 
ous as it is absurd to absorb one’s self with cubits and shek- 
els, and borders of garments, and forms of salutation and 
of worship. Dr. Lyman Beecher was once at a ministers’ 
association, where one of these incorrigible investigators 
was preaching on Mark 14: 51,—the young man with a 
linen cloth about his body when our Lord was arrested. 
And the tremendous question that burdened the preacher 
was: What kind of a garment was that cloth? And he 
proceeded to speculate. Was it a seamless coat? Was it 
a tunic? Was it a Pharisee’s robe, with the phylacteries ? 
Upon which the good Doctor lost patience, and cried 
from his seat, “ Perhaps it was a roundabout!” 

There is force in the objection that some thoughtful 
observer has made to the name of the institution,—“ Sun- 
day-schoo/.” It carries the idea that the main aim is 
“head knowledge.” It deludes into« notion of his faith- 
fulness a teacher who has done nothing, for thirty or 
forty precious minutes, but stuff the young brains around 
him with superficial, meaningless facts, that have no 
more of the “ marrow of the gospel” in them than a mum- 
my’s bones. In the humble and unworthy judgment of 
the present writer, our International Committee would 
have been wiser not to set apart four Sundays of the 
year for “ Review Sundays,” in which, as in a school 
examination, to rush over the surface of a dozen lessons, 
with no time to strike below the surface of any one of 
them. 

The legitimate use of information on the geography 
and antiquities of the lesson is only to bring the truth to 
be taught more vividly before the scholar. When such 
knowledge has been imparted, a faithful teacher’s work 
for the hour has just begun. He will allow, commonly, 
but little time for these preliminaries, and get them out 
of the way as soon as possible. He will make on the 
class the impression that they are the skeleton only, to 
which the spiritual truth that surrounds them is to add 
life and meaning. He will remember that any world- 
ling, any bookworm, can gather up items like these and 
retail them to the children. But he is called toa far 
higher, finer service. He is to furnish no more dead 
foundation courses, but living stones, polished after the 
similitude of a palace. 





POLL-PARROTISM. 
BY THE REV. WILLIAM W. NEWTON. 

“T don’t think our poll-parrot will go to heaven when 
he dies,” remarked a little boy of five years to his 
mother. “ Why not, my dear?” asked his mother. “Oh!” 
replied the child, “because he don’t talk sense ; he just talks 
by rote, he don’t think any; and I don’t believe that 
people who don’t talk sense will ever go to heaven when 
they die, for what is God going to do with such people 
for ever and ever and ever? He’ll get awfully tired of 
them!” 

Poll-parrotism—talking by rote, and not by sense, talk 
that has no sense in it—how much of it there is 
in the business world, and the social world, and the re- 
ligious world, all the way up to the very gates of heaven! 

The old Emperor Frederick of Prussia, father of Fred- 
erick the Great, had, among his other strange whims and 
oddities, a strange passion for a body-guard of tall grena- 
diers. He used to send his recruiting-agents all over the 
world to find out soldiers who were seven feet high and 
over. One of these sergeants happened to find a very tall 
Irishman, who enlisted in the service of the Prussian 
king. He was brought to the imperial palace, and was 
put through his drill in the usual way. The sergeant 
told him he must learn enough German to answer the 
King if he should take notice of him as he rode along the 
line inspecting the troops. He did this every Saturday, 
and always was sure to pick out any new recruits to 
his body-guard. The sergeant told Pat that he must 
learn the answers to these three questions which the king 
was sure to ask. “How old are you? 
you been in my service? 


How long have 
Have you food and clothing?” 


| To the first of these he must answer fifty years; to the 


second question he should reply, three weeks; and to the 
third, about having food and clothing, he was to say 
“both.” Pat learned the answers, but saved himself the 
trouble of burdening his mind with too much German, 
and never once thought of the questions. On the day of 
the review the king called his new tall grenadier out from 
the ranks, and said, “How old are you?” “Three 
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weeks,” said Pat. “ How long have you been in my ser- 
vice?” “Fifty years, your Majesty.” “AmI or youa 
fool?” roared the king. “Both,” replied Pat, who was 
instantly taken to the guard-house. But we all are tinc- 
tured with this learning by rote—this mechanical poll- 
parrotism. We think, and pray, and read the Bible, and 
go to church, in a mechanical way ; we say our creeds and 
sing our hymns without realizing both sides to them, as 
the poor grenadier did when he only learned his side of 
the conversation, 

Truly of our Lord was it declared that he taught as “one 
having authority, oa not as a bentbes. r 


HOW A RURAL TEACHER PREPARES HER 
LESSON. 


BY ELLA A. DRINKWATER, 


Believing that the best time to commence a new lesson 
is as soon as possible after leaving the last lesson, she 
employs her first leisure time, after the close of a session, 
in reading over the next lesson. Taking a number of 
slips of paper, she writes the name of each scholar upon 
them, and then sits down with the“ raw Bible” (as someof 
the children call it who consider lesson papers and commen- 
taries a sort of dressing and cooking for the book), and 
reads over the appointed verses as many times as she has 
scholars, 

“Now I am Nellie,” she reminds herself, beginning 
with the dullest, and picturing the girl as she sits in the 
class with her good-humored uncomprehending smile, 
“and I must see what she will make of this lesson.” 
Slowly and carefully she reads the words, construing them 
with the utmost literalness, noting everything that may 
prove a stumbling-block, bearing in mind Nellie’s pecu- 
liar circumstances, and looking for every help that can 
be drawn from the text to suit her needs, 

Every question that Nellie would naturally ask, with 
everything that require explanation for her, is now writ- 
ten out in full on the paper bearing her name. 

Then she reads it over for Patty. Patty is a little 
brighter, and generally has a knowledge of the literal 
meaning of the lesson as an isolated fact; but she brings 
no reason to bear upon it, and is utterly bewildered with 
chronology, believing that St. Paul was the first king of 
Israel, that Noah’s ark was placed in the temple, and 
has several other little myths about the Bible that cause 
the class to bubble over with amusement sometimes. 

So the questions of time and place, everything to assure 
her that the actors in the lesson were real personages, 
with likes and dislikes, hopes and fears, precisely like her 
own, are written on Patty’s paper. Charlotte is the next 
for whom it must be read. Now Charlotte is a trial, for 
under the stereotyped array of religious phrases which she 
regularly displays each Sunday there is an ignorance 
and carelessness that is appalling; and whatever the sub- 
ject of the lesson may be, it must point to some simple 
gospel truth for her, 

Now the teacher brightens as she reads for Kate and 
Hattie and Louise, for they all study, are all interested 
and anxious to learn the truth ; their degree of culture is 
about the same, and she has only to study their diverse 
temperaments and life surroundings,—Kate hot-headed, 
frank, and sound, with a houseful of brothers and sis- 
ters; Hattie with her anxious, self-distrustful nature, 
seeking to earn God’s favor by some sacrifice of her own, 
living a lonely, uncongenial life; and Louise with nice 
perceptions, but indolent mentally, gently stubborn, and, 
unknown to herself, of so jealous a disposition that much 

tact is required in her teacher to avoid jars and heart- 
burnings. But the six papers are Susie prepared and laid 
away to cool. 

Through the week, in snatches of time, references and 
parallel passages are looked up, while additional ques- 
tions and bits of illustration are added to each paper, with 
any applications which she may gain from social inter- 
course with them. 

After this individual labor, and only after this, the 
commentaries are opened, when new questions go down 
on the papers, and as a last preparation, before meeting 
her class, the efficient helps in The Sunday School Times 
are read, 

I have not stated that she asks God’s blessing while 
studying the lesson; I have also omitted to add that she 
breathes. 


UTILIZE THE LESSON 
BY PETER STRYKER, D.D. 
An illustration will show how this can be done. Near 
by, in the house she has occupied from her childhood, 


a widow lady, ninety years of age is lying on a sick- 
bed, probably dying. She is a remarkably intelligent 


Finely educated, she is interested in all the news of the 
day, and is delighted to hear of progress in any good 
direction. But as she nears the heavenly land, she thinks 
lees of earthly things, and her pious soul feasts itself on 
spiritual and celestial food. 

Confined as she is to her room, and much of the time 
to her bed, she is always gratified with the visits of her 
pastor, who never leaves her without making a brief 
prayer. Sometimes a hymn is sung, and Scripture pas- | 
sages are repeated, and these exercises always prove 
refreshing and strengthening to this aged and weary | | 
Christian pilgrim. 
By request, one of our Sunday-school teachers spent a | 
few moments with her not long since. It was on a Mon- | 
day, and the subject of the Sunday-school lesson was 
fresh in her mind. §So she spoke about the hindrances 
Nehemiah and his associates had experienced in building | 
the walls of Jerusalem, as she had talked to her class the | | 
previous day. The bright eye of the aged Christian shone | | 
with a new lustre as she listened. Presently in came her | 
daughter, the faithful nurse, who was much worn with | 
her constant and loving attentions, and she too sat down 
to rest, and partake of the gospel feast. It was no hard- 
ship for that teacher to talk. Her heart as well as her 
mind was full of the precious truth, and her soul was 
replenished with divine grace, while she spoke the word 
to those who had not been able for a long while to attend 
the sanctuary or the Sunday-school. 

Do we remember how many sick and aged people there 
are; how many weary ones whose mission it is to care 
for them; how many mothers who cannot leave their 
infant children; how many poor and discouraged men 
and women are at our very door who do not enjoy the 
blessed opportunities which are ours? If any of our 
neighbors need food, we supply it. We often carry deli- 
cacies to the suffering. Perhaps we have learned the 
value of a flower, particularly in the dreary winter time, 
and we pluck the fairest and the sweetest we have in our 
conservatory, and feel richly repaid for our thoughtfulness 
by the smile and the hearty “thank you” of the pale- 
faced invalid. But there is food better than that which 
the body craves, delicacies superior to those we carry in 
the hand, flowers more beautiful and fragrant than any 
which please the outward senses. 

This food, these delicacies, these flowers, every Chris- 
tian has in abundance. He is rich in grace if he chooses 
to be, although he may be poor in his worldly store. Let 
him take that which he has, the blessed truth of God, 
and carry it to those who are sick and weary. Every 
faithful pastor understands this, and from the abundance 
which he has gathered and given to his people on Sun- 
day he takes a portion to the invalids during the ensuing 
week. Not unfrequently he has many basketsful of the 
fragments remaining, and by those who have a longing 
for spiritual food, these fragments are pronounced as good, 
if not better, than the loaves and fishes were when first 
broken and distributed. So it will be also with the Sun- 
day-school teacher. His visits will be more than accept- 
able, and the word he brings from the lesson he has 
studied will prove manna to some hungry soul. 











How many bed-ridden Christians would be comforted! 
How many careless disciples might be aroused to a sense 
of their duty! How many sinners would be converted! 
Is not this a part of the work God has assigned to warm- 
hearted, intelligent Christians? Is not this one way in 
which to utilize the lessons? Who will try it? 


FOR a AT HOME. 


A TALK ABOUT PRAYER. 
BY ROBERT T. BONSALL. 


Many of those who will read this article have probably 
heard of the little fellow who wrote a letter to Jesus,—all 
in print letters, the only kind he knew how to make,—and 
then dropped it into the post-office, hoping and believing 
that Jesus would receive it very soon. Perhaps we feel 
like smiling when we think of what he did, and yet his 
| idea of the way in which we are to tell God about our 


| wants was notso very wrong, after all. When dear friends 
are distant from each other, they write letters to one 


another telling about what they are doing, and their 
thoughts and wishes. So when Jesus was about to leave 
the earth, he told his disciples that they might, whenever 
they chose, send a something like a letter to him, and 
they could send it in such a way that there would not be 
any danger of its getting delayed or lost on the way. 

He said to them, “ Let me hear from you by prayer— 
the prayer of faith, and you shall hear from me by way 
of the Spirit coming and dwelling in your heart;” and 
just so he says tousnow. It has been well said that 
all prayers are a kind of letter. Take, for instance, “The 
Lord’s Prayer.” 

The address is “ Our Father ;” the placeis “ in heaven,” 
the date is “this day,” the different parts of the prayer 
are the letter itself; while the closing is “ for thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory;” and the 
“amen ” is the signing of our name. 

Prayer, then, is the heart writing letters to God, but 
using the tongue instead of pen and paper. 

When we call to see a person at his home, we ring 
the door-bell, and then some one comes and lets us in. So 
prayer, as it were, pulls the rope below; and it isas though 
a great bell in heaven rang in God’s ears, and he at once 
sends his angel down to see what we want and to help us, 

In the ninth chapter of the Book of Daniel we are told 
how he was once praying very earnestly, and while he was 
yet speaking an angel which God “caused to fly swiftly ” 
came from heaven with an answer. Oftentimes letters 
are a long time reaching the one to whom they are sent; 
telegraph messages go quicker, ’tis true, but prayers go 
faster still. 

It is important that we should know jow we should 
pray. Weare apt to make a great mistake about this. 
Some people think they don’t know how to pray because 
they can’t make what they call “a beautiful prayer.” 

But we must recollect that “it is not the beauty of the 
speech, but the Aeart keeping time and tune with the 





Let no one say he has no time. There is hardly a 
at some bedside repeating the story of the preceding 


find any other time, let him take a part of the Lord’s Day. 
He could not be better employed. This is holy work, 
and should not be neglected. Let any one try it, and he 
will find his own heart enlarged and strengthened while 
he is conveying God’s choicest blessings to others. That 
good news from a far country will prove as refreshing as 
a cup of cold water to the feverish soul; and as he beholds 
the smile playing on the face, and listens to the thankful- 
ness coming from the lips of the favored ones, very likely 
he will feel the reflex benefit to his own spiritual nature 
is greater than the good he imparts to others. It isa 
great privilege for Mary to sit at the feet of Jesus and 
learn of him; but after enjoying this blessing, she should 
arise and go in quest of some one less favored, and repeat in 
his ear the lesson thus learned. For this duty woman is by 


has been eminently successful, 
every gospel hearer all the week would seek for opportu- 


and say to any poor soul who will hear him “Come.” 


the Sunday-school. 





Christian, and it is a great privilege to converse with her. 





teacher in the land who cannot spend an hour each week | 


Sunday lesson, or some other Bible truth. If he cannot | 


nities to relate the message he has heard on Sunday, | 


of our scholars would go forth, a willing band, to carry 
this truth to the homes of the poor and the suffering, 
what an immense amount of good would be accomplished ! 


| voice, which God listens to.” It is well for even older 
folks to remember that, as one has said, “it is not the 
poetry of our prayers, how beautiful they are; nor their 
arithmetic, how many they are; nor their geometry, how 
| long they are; nor their logic, how well arranged they 
| are,—dut their sincerity, how heartfelt they are, that 
| God listens to.” It doesn’t matter much how plain and 
| simple our prayer is, if it only comes from the heart ; 
God will answer it if he sees best to do so. 

An important question for us to ask is, What should 
we pray for? Well, in answer to this I would say any- 
thing we need. As a matter of course, the most important 
thing about which we should pray is our soul and its 
needs. But the Bible tells us, “ In every/hing with prayer, 
and supplication, and thanksgiving, to make known our 
requests unto God.” I believe that God meant that that 
word “everything” should mean a great deal. I have 
| no doubt that God wishes us to pray to him about our 
| work and our play, our studies and our plans. There is, 





her nature especially qualified, and in its performance she | living where I do, a little boy I think a great deal of; his 
But it would be well if | name is Marnie. 


His mother taught him to pray, and 
| so each evening he would kneel down and say, “ Now I 
lay me down to sleep, I pray thee, O Lord”—you know 
| the rest; then he would say “God bless mamma, and 


The Sunday-school lesson especially can be made | | papa, and dear little sister May, and grandpa and 
practical. Many a Christian who would not feel capable | qrandina, and Grandpa Finch, and aunties, uncles, and 
of rehearsing the sermon could easily tell something | cousins.’ 
about the lesson he has studied, and recited or taught in | “ 
And if all of our teachers, and some | then said; “Be sure, God, not to forget to bless Grandpa 


But one summer evening, just as he got to the 
amen” part of the prayer, he stopped a moment, and 


Finch ; for don’t you remember, God, he promised to make 
Marnie a sled.” I guess he must have dreamed it, for 
none of us older folks knew anything about such a prom- 
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ise. But, however that may have been, Grandpa Finch 
was a carpenter. and heheard about Marnie’s prayer, and 
so he helped God to answer the prayer. On the day 
before Christmas, our door-bell rang, and when the girl 
went to the door, the person there handed her a sled, and 
said, “That is for little Marnie Bonsall ;” so his prayer 
was answered. 

I want you to notice one thing about this,—when 
Marnie prayed for the sled, it was the month of August, 
but he didn’t get it until about four months afterward. 
The reason Grandpa Finch didn’t make the sled right 
away after Marnie prayed for it—in the middle of the 
hot summer—was because he knewthatif he gaveit to him 
then he would drag it about over the stones, so that by 
the time winter came with its snow, there would not be 
any sled left. 

So we may feel satisfied that whenever God keeps back 
altogether, or for a time even, the answer to our heartfelt 
prayer, he does it because he knows it is best to do so. 

The next important question is, Where should we pray? 

In olden times there were some people (nations) who 
thought God was shut up, as it were, in heaven, and there- 
fure they sacrificed and prayed upon the highest moun- 
tains, so that their prayers might be more easily heard by 
him. But we nowadays know better than that, for the 
Bible tells us that God is everywhere, and can hear our 
prayers wherever we may happen to be. 

Jesus once told his disciples that when they prayed 
they were to “enter into their closet, and pray to their 
Father in secret.” Now this didn’t mean that they were 
to go into a closet or large cupboard when they prayed. 
The Greek word that is made to read “closet” in our 
English Bible means any secret place, no matter whether 
it isin your bedroom, school-room, store,or even in the midst 
of a great crowd, so that you are secretly—in your heart— 
talking with God. 

Let us remember that God is everywhere, and is always 
ready to hear and answer true prayer. 

Another question is, When should we pray? 

We are told of both David and Daniel that they were 
in the habit of praying three timesa day. This is a good 
rule to follow ; for really, if our bodies need to have food 
three times a day, I don’t see why we should take less 
care of our souls than we do of our bodies. But even 
three times a day isn’t enough ; we ought to havé a habit 
of often praying to God, when we are about our work, or 
studying, shooting up a little prayer to God, thanking 
him for his kindness to us, and asking him to help us in 
our work, or study, or whatever else we are doing. Per- 
haps you have sometimes noticed, when traveling on 
some railroads, that every ten or twenty miles there is a 
stone house by the side of the track, with an iron pipe or 
spout hanging from it. These are the cistern or pump- 
houses where the locomotive stops to get its supply of 
water to make the steam with that pulls the cars. 

Some time ago I read about a railroad that passed for 
many, many miies up the side of a mountain. It was so 
far that the locomotive tender could not hold enough 
water to last until it reached the top, neither could it 
safely stop to get more, for fear it would get started down 
the hill again. Now how do you suppose they managed? 
Well, I'll tell you. Up near the top of the mountain 
there was a fine large spring of water; and so they placed 
right in the middle of the track—sunken in the ground— 
a kind of trough or gutter, and through this the water 
from the spring kept running night and day down to the 
bottom of the hill. Fastened to each locomotive there 
was a crooked kind of a spout which reached down into 
the water-trough, and so the locomotive kept drinking as 
it ran. So with us, living in a world like this where 
there is so much wickedness and so much to trouble us, 
it is such up-hill work that we cannot safely do it unless 
by prayer we keep drinking, as we go, of God’s life-giving 
waters. 

The Bible tells us we should be “instant in prayer.” 
Perhaps you ask whether that means that we should keep 
praying all the time, and, if it really says that, you say 
nobody can doit. Well, I think we can, and I’ll tell you 
how. 


‘give him. So God has already greatly honored us by 


prayer makes us better boys and girls, men and women. 
Then again we need prayer to help us. We are told in 
the Bible how Daniel was made the chiefest of the three 
presidents over the great kingdom of Babylon; it made 
all the other officers feel very jealous, and when the king 
decided to honor him still more, and make him second 
ruler over all his kingdom, their envy and anger became 
so great that they joined together and made a plot to 
prevent his receiving the great honor the king wanted to 


making us boys and girls, men and women, with thinking 
heads and loving hearts, instead of making us nothing 
but horses or some other animal. 

Bat he loves us so much that he wants to make us the 
second rulers in his kingdom—greater even than the 
angels, but the devil and his wicked angels hate us, and 
they want to keep God from giving this great honor, so 
like the wicked rulers who hated Daniel they have made 
a plot to try and keep us from ever entering heaven. 
They have arranged all kinds of plans to keep us from 
getting the good things God wants us to have. They try 
to get us to love the world more than we love God, and to 
think that it is better to have our own way, than it is to 
do God’s way,—but it isnt. 

Remember, trust in God, and prayer to him, over- 
came Daniel’s foes, and they will yours and mine too, if 
we will only make use of them. 

One day a loving mother, being busy with her work, 
was obliged to leave her two little children alone in the 
sitting-room on the first floor, while she went up-stairs to 
fix the upper rooms. So she gave them their books and 
toys, and told them to have a good time, for she wouldn’t 
be away very long. They played right merrily for a 
short time, but it wasn’t very long before the great large 
house seemed so very still and lonely that they could 
hear their hearts go thump, thump, thump. 

They heard some strange noises too, that made them 
feel afraid; so the older one jumped up quickly, and ran 
to the foot of the stairs and called up, “Mamma, mamma, 
are you there?” In a few seconds a voice up in the third 
story answered back, “ Yes, darling, mamma’s here.”— 
“ All right then,” said the little fellow, and went back 
again to his sister’s side. They played again for some 
time, when suddenly the house became, oh, so lonely and 
still! Ina moment they heard the strange noises again, 
and it seemed as though their hearts came up in their 
throats and almost choked them. So the little fellow 
hurried a second time to the stairs, and called up again, 
and got the same loving answer. 

Just so, this great world in which we live often makes us 
feel so sad and lonely that it is well that we should ever 
remember that though we can’t see him, yet God is in 
the upper room of this great universe, and always within 
the reach of our voice’s call, and will come to our help 
whenever we need and ask him. Let us then have a 
habit of frequent prayer. If you have not yet given your 
heart to Jesus, do so to-day, going to God in prayer, and 
asking him to forgive your sins, so that Jesus may become 
your Saviour. 


FROM OUR NEIGHBORS. 


Pa se 
THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORK. 
[From The Interior.]} 

The Sunday-school is now fully recognized as a legiti- 
mate part of the kingdom of heaven. It is that part 
into which all the young are perpetually invited by 
Christ’s own command to come. This church of the 
children, formed within the pale and under the charter 
of the wider church, is becoming more and more the 
recruiting school and the training school of the kingdom. 
With its noble band of Christian teachers, now number- 
ing hundreds of thousands, the Sunday-school is becoming 
one of the most potential educators of the age both to the 
church itself and to the world without. In the present 
outlook of the world there is, perhaps, no one thing mose 
characteristic of the times, and more inspiring to the 
Christian heart as a ground of encouragement for the 








It has been truly said that ‘‘some thoughts are prayers, 
and when we have them it matters not what is-the posi- 
tion of the body, the soul is on its knees.” So you see 
there is such athing as having our hearts and heads so 
full of good, pure thoughts, that God will take it as a 
constant prayer. Well, then, to sum it all up, we ought 
to pray whenever we feel that we need anything from 
God; pray when we are glad, and it will make us still 
happier; when we are sad, and God will turn our sorrow 
into joy. 

The last important question we will talk aboutis, Why 
should we* pray? The first and principal reason is, 
because God tells us to. Another good reason is that 





future. 

The Sunday-school work, now soon to culminate in a 
century of labor since Robert Raikes began it in England, 
has reached an influence and a magnitude which may well 
remind us of our Saviour’s parables about the kingdom 
of heaven,—“ It is like a grain of mustard seed, which a 
man took and cast into his garden: and it grew and 
waxed a great tree: and the fowls of the air lodged in the 
branches of it.” “It is like leaven which a woman took 
and hid in three measures of meal till the whole was 
leavened.” Luke 13: 19-21. As asower of good seed, 
a hundred years ago, was hot Raikes a good deal like that 





Christian church in the world is now enlisted in the work 
of the Sunday-school. It may give some idea of what is 
going on in all other churches to state that our own 
branch of the Presbyterian Church, as reported in the last 
Minutes of the Assembly, has nearly six hundred thou- 
sand children in regular attendance on its Sunday-schools, 
It may be safely estimated that not less than one hundred 
thousand teachers, the large body of them zealous, intel- 
ligent, active young men and women, are entrusted every 
Sunday with the instruction of this vast army of youth. 
Could our children be in better hands, or be placed under 
better influence? .. . 

To-day the International lessons are taught simul- 
taneously in the Sunday-schools of the churches in the 
United States, Canada, the British Isles, Continental 
Europe, Australia, and in the mission stations of Asia, 
Africa, and the Pacific Islands. Not less than six 
millions of children are studying those lessons every Sun- 
day, not only in the English tongue, but several other 
languages. Both in Britain and America all the reli- 
gious newspapers of the churches, and a large number of 
the leading secular dailies, devote a column or more every 
week to the publication and exposition of these lessons. 
It is certainly one of the marked features of the times, 
as showing how deeply the public mind is interested in 
the education of the young, and in the Bible study itself, 
when our great daily journals in every large city turn 
Bible commentators once a week, and do their best in help- 
ing our army of Sunday-school instructors to a better 
understanding of the word of God. We think it evi- 
dent that the world is moving in the right direction, the 
Pope’s encyclical to the contrary notwithstanding. 

And yet it would seem there are destructive critics 
amongst us, who can see no good even in the much lauded 
work of the Sunday-school. Not satisfied with expelling 
the Bible from the week-day school, they would like to 
see it ostracized from the Sunday-school of the church. 
They are greatly disturbed with what they call the “ most 
slavish myths and monstrosities of the Old Testament;’’ 
and tell us that it is something quite intolerable, in this 
age of light and knowledge, to have “this mass of false 
and superstitious trash” instilled into the minds of chil- 
dren in our Sunday-schools. 

An article somewhat formidable as to length, and bitter 
in its spirit of adverse criticism on our Sunday-schools, 
appeared in a recent issue of one of our leading daily 
newspapers. The writer styled himself a Sunday-school 
graduate, but he has evidently been nourished by a dif- 
ferent a/ma mater. It is an ungracious task, he confesses, 
to criticise and condemn a popular institution which all 
good men, in and out ofthe church, had hitherto been 
lauding. But as no one else would lift a warning voice, 
and his own pent-up feelings had of late risen to the 
point of “exasperation” at the style of instruction given 
in those schools, he ventures into print with a long 
array of the gross superstitions and absurdities now incul- 
cated in the said schools. He tells the public that the edu- 
cation which our children are here getting is entirely op- 
posed to the enlightenment of the age, and is absolutely in- 
jurious. As proof ofthe charge, he has made the startling 
discovery that in all these schools the miracles of the Bible 
are actually taught as facts ; and he tells of two parents who, 
during the last year, had made the same discovery, and 
taken their children away from school! ... 

He wakes up to the knowledge that the Bible is actu- 
ally being taught in our Sunday-schools! Where could 
there be a better place to teach it? One of the most 
hopeful indications of the present times is that it is 
so faithfully and so extensively taught in the Sunday- 
school. Ata time when a strong party of liberal think- 
ers is demanding that the Bible shall be excluded from 
the public schools of the country, and all religious in- 
struction be relegated to the church and the family, all 
good men should rejoice that there is at least one great 
common school open to all the children of the land, open 
on the day of God, and in the house of God, in which the 
word of God is the text-book of instruction. There is 
surely nothing in the present condition of our country 
which gives us brighter hopes for the future than the 
fact that we have in every city, town, and village, this 
blessed institution, a veritable people’s college or na- 
tional university, as it has been well styled, in which 
millions of children are now receiving the best education 
for this world and that which isto come. It is difficult 
to name any one thing on which all Christian churches 
are so well agreed, and in which all can heartily work 
together for the common good, as the Sunday-school. 
And there is unquestionably no one thing which would 
be so great a calamity to the country to lose, as this 
blessed, harmonizing, potential influence of the Sunday- 
school work. What are we to think of the critics whe 





man in the garden? Every important branch of the 





wish to see it destroyed? 
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LESSON HELPS. 
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INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 
LESSON CALENDAR. 
| First Quarter, 1879.| 


11. March 16.—Delight in God's House.............----+-0--- Psalm &: 1-12 
12. March 23.—The All-seeing God........--.-...000-----+- Psalm 139 : 1-12 
13. March 30.—Review. 


| Second Quarter, 1879. | 


1. April 6.—Sanctified Affliction 
2. April 13.—Prosperity Restored 

%. April 20.—Queen Esther ..........--.- 
i. April 27.—The Coming Saviour 

5. May 4.—The Suffering Saviour 

6. May 11,—The Saviour’s Call 


peeerocescoatsconcesceet Job 33: 14-30 
eeoes---s0 OD 42: 1-10 
Esther 4: 10-17 

jooes Isaiah 49: 1-10 
..- Isaiah 53: 1-12 
Isaiah 55: 1-11 


7. May 18.—The Saviour’s Kingdom................----..-.+- Micah 4: 1-8 
8 May 2% —The Holy Spirit Promised...........- oecceveceed OCl 2; 28-32 
9 June 1,—Prophecy against Tyre acncccccecee- ezekiel 26; 7-14 
10, June s&.—The Valley of Dry Bones.............----«.--- Ezekiel 37: 1-10 
il. Junels, The Need of God's Spirit.....- -.--.Zechariah 4: 1-14 
12. June 22.—Consecration to God Malachi 3: 8-18 
13. June 29.—Review 


LESSON 13, SUNDAY, MARCH 30, 1879. 
FIRST QUARTERLY REVIEW. 


GOLDEN TEXT: Ler [sSRAEL HOPE IN TH LORD FROM HENCE- 
FORTH AND FOR EVER.— Psa, 131: 3. 


HOME READINGS. 


: _{ Ezra 3; 1-13, The Second Temple. 
Monday, March 24: | Ezra 6: 14-22. The Dedication. 
eaten Bench 66, | Neh. 2: 1-8. The Mission of Nehemiah. 
wesday, Arch 29° | Neh. 4:7-18. The Builders Interrupted. 
{ Neh. 8: 1-8. The Reading of the 
Wednesday, March 26: Neh. 13: 15-22. The Keeping of 
the Sabbath. 
{ Psa. 1: 1-6. The Way of the Righteous. 
( Psa. 2: 1-12. The King in Zion. 
Psa, 51: 1-13. The Prayer of the Peni- 
Friday, March 28: - tent. 
Psa, 32: 1-11. The Joy of Forgiveness. 
Saturday, March 29: Psa, 84: 1-12, Delight in God’s House. 
Sunday, March 30: Psa. 139: 1-12. The All-seeing God. 


TOPICS AND GOLDEN TEXTS. 


1 LAYING NEW FOUNDATIONS, 
And all the péople shouted with a great shout, when they 
praised the Lorp, because the foundation of the house of the 
LoRD was laid.—Hzra 3: 11. 


Thursday, March 27: 


2. BUILDING TO GOD’S HONOR, 

The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the 
former, saith the Lorp of hosts: and in this place will I give 
peace, saith the Lorp of hosts.— Haggai 2: 9. 

8 PROPOSING GOOD TO ZION, 

The God of heaven, he will prosper us; therefore we his ser- 
vants will arise and build.— eA, 2: 20. 

4. MEETING OPPOSITION BRAVELY. 

Nevertheless we made our prayer unto our God, and set a 
watch against them day and night, because of them.—NehA. 4: 9. 

5. STUDYING GOD’S WORD. 
The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understand- 
ing unto the simple,—/sa, 119 : 130. 
6. HONORING GOD’s DAY. 
Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.— x. 20: 8. 
7. WALKING IN GOD’s WAY, 

But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth 

more and more unto the perfect day.—Prov. 4: 18, 
8. SUBMITTING TO GOD’s SON, 

Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that 
God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both 
Lord and Christ.—Acés 2: 36. 

9% SEEKING FULL FORGIVENESS, 

Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me 
from my sin,—Psa, 51: 2, 

10. REJOICING IN RESTORATION, 

Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is 
covered,— Psa, 32: 1. 

ll. FINDING HAPPINESS IN SERVICE. 

Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: they will be still 
praising thee.— Psa. 84: 4. 

12. THINKING UPON GOD’S GREATNESS, 

Thou God seest me.—Gen. 16: 13. 


REVIEW BIBLE LIGHTS. 

Lesson 1.—Superintendent: And they sang together by 
course in praising and giving thanks unto the Lord: because 
he is good, for his mercy endureth for ever toward Israel. Ezra 
3:11. 

Scholars: And all the people shouted with a great shout, 
when they praised the Lord, because the foundation of the 
house of the Lord was laid. Ezra 3: 11. 

Teachers: Other foundation can no man lay than that is 
laid, which is Jesus Christ, 1 Cor. 3: 11. 

All: Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, and for 
ever. Heb. 13: 8. 


Lesson 2.—Superintendent: And the children of Israel, 
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the priests, and the Levites, and the rest of the children of the 
captivity, kept the dedication of this house of God with joy. 
Ezra 6: 16. 

Scholars: The glory of this latter house shall be greater than 
of the former, saith the Lord of hosts: and in this place will I 
give peace, saith the Lord of hosts. Haggai 2: 9. 

Teachers: Know ye not that ye are the temple of God ? 1 Cor. 
3: 16. 

All: If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love 
is perfected in us, 1 John 4: 12. 

Lesson 3.—Superintendent : Then the king said unto me, 
For what dost thou make request? SolI prayed to the God of 
heaven. Neh. 2: 4. ° 

Scholars : The God of heaven, he will prosper us ; therefore 
we his servants will arise and build. Neh. 2: 20. 

Teachers: Except the Lord build the house, they labour in 
vain that build it: except the Lord keep the city, the watch- 
man waketh but in vain. Psa. 127 : 1. 

All: Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven 
and earth. Psa. 124: 8. 


Lesson 4,—And our adversaries said, They shall not know, 
neither see, till we come in the midst among them, and slay 
them, and cause the work to cease. Neh. 4: 11. 

Scholars: Nevertheless we made our prayer unto our God, 
and set a watch against them day and night, because of them. 
Neh, 4: 9. ° 

Teachers: Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the 
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may 
devour. 1 Pet. 5: 8. 

All: If God be for us, who can be against us? Rom. 8: 31. 


Lesson 5.—Superintendent: So they read in the book in the 
law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them to 
understand the reading. Neh. 8: 8. 

Scholars: The entrance of thy words giveth light ; it giveth 
understanding unto the simple. Psa. 119: 130. 

Teachers : Great peace have they which love thy law: and 
nothing shall offend them. Psa, 119: 165. 

All: He will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his 
paths. Micah 4: 2. 


Lesson 6.—Superintendent : Then I contended with the 
nobles of Judah, and said unto them, What evil thing is this 
that ye do, and profane the sabbath-day ? Neh. 13: 17. 

Scholars: Remember the sabbath-day, to keep it holy. Ex. 
20: 8. 

Teachers: Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work : 
but the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it 
thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daugh- 
ter, thy man-servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor thy cattle, nor 
thy stranger that is within thy gates: for in six days the Lord 
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and 
rested the seventh day : wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath- 
day, and hallowed it. Ex. 20: 9-11. 

All: The Lord our God be with us, . . . that he may incline 
our hearts unto him, to walk in all his ways, and to keep his 
commandments. 1 Kings 8: 57, 58. 


Lesson 7.—Superintendent: The ungodly shall not stand 
in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the right- 
eous. . . . The way of the ungodly shall perish. Psa. 1: 5, 6. 

Scholars: But the path of the just is as the shining light, that 
shineth more and more unto the perfect day. Prov. 4: 18. 

Teachers : This is the commandment, That, as ye have heard 
from the beginning, ye should walk in it. 2 John 6. 

All: Let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the same 
thing. Phil. 3: 16. 

Lesson 8.—Superintendent: Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, 
and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a 
little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in him. Psa. 
2: 12. 

Scholars : Therefore let all the house of Israel know assur- 
edly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have cru- 
cified, both Lord and Christ. Acts 2: 36. 

Teachers : Who then is willing to consecrate his service this 
day unto the Lord? 1 Chron. 29: 5, 

All: We will serve the Lord. Josh. 24: 21. 


Lesson 9.—Superintendent: Have mercy upon me, O God, 
according to thy loving-kindness ; according unto the multitude 
of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions. Psa. 51: 1. 

Scholars: Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and 
cleanse me from my sin. Psa. 51 : 2. 

Teachers: He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but 
whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy. Prov. 
28 : 13. 

All: If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse usfrom all unrighteousness, 1 John 
Fs 4 

Lesson 10.—Superintendent: Blessed is the man unto 
whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there 
is no guile. Psa. 32: 2. 

Scholars: Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose 
sin is covered. Psa, 32: 1. 

Teachers: The Son of man is come to save that which was 
lost. Matt. 18: 11. 

All: Blessed be the God and father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

. in whom we have redemption through his blood, the for- 
giveness of sins. Eph. 1: 3, 7. 

Lesson 11,—Superintendent : How amiable are thy taber- 
nacles, O Lord of hosts! Psa. 84: 1. 

Scholars : Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: they 
will be still praising thee. Psa. 84: 4, 

Teachers : For mine house shall be called a house of prayer 
for all people. Isa, 56 : 7. ‘ 





All: We shall be satisfied with the goodness of thy house, 
even of thy holy temple. Psa. 65: 4. 

Lesson 12.—Superintendent: Yea, the darkness hideth not 
from thee ; but the night shineth as the day : the darkness and 
the light are both alike to thee. Psa. 139 : 12. 

Scholars: Thou God seest me. Gen. 16: 13. 

Teachers: If we walk in the light as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ 
his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 1 John 1: 7. 

All: Let us walk in the light of the Lord. Isa. 2: 5. 


THE TEACHINGS OF THE QUARTER. 
BY ISAAC H. HALL, PH. D. 


The lessons of the present quarter resume the course of 
the history of redemption at the point where the last year’s 
second quarter left it. Itthere stopped with the decree of 
Cyrus for the return of the Jews from captivity, and is here 
taken up in a few rapid glances at the several efforts made to 
render that decree effectual ; to return, te rebuild the temple 
and Jerusalem, and to restore the worship of Jehovah in the 
city he had chosen to put his name there. 

The history of this period is more or less involved in 
obscurity, but it covers transactions of the deepest interest, 
from whatever stand-point regarded. The secular historian 
sees the world stirred up for a change, and that a change for 
the better, while Cyrus leaves Cambyses to overrun Egypt, 
who in his turn gives way to the usurper Gomates, Bardes, 
or pseudo-Smerdis, and Darius, who again is followed by 
Xerxes ; sees also the invasions of Greece by the two last- 
mentioned monarchs preparing the way for Alexander (in 
due time), who shall spread Greek conquest and the Greek 
language over the known world. Meantime, while Athens is 
at the height of its splendor, Artaxerxes is on the Persian 
throne, and Herodotus goes on his travels and writes up his 
babbling history of the earlier portion of these stirring 
times. At this point, for the purpose of our present quarter's 
lessons, the secular historian drops the curtain over the stage 
of the world’s drama. But while we are following him, and 
while we are studying our sacred lessons, the monuments 
of Egypt and Assyria and Babylonia are sending forth new 
light, at the instant too fresh and dazzling to permit our 
seeing well the objects it illuminates. In the history of 
grace, this period includes the last scenes in the inspired 
record of the church as a minor, under age, in charge of 
tutors and governors until the time appointed of the 
Father. ‘ In the series of types, the material power of 
Israel, symbol of the spiritual people of God, has dwindled : 
the first covenant decayeth and waxeth old, and is ready to 
vanish away. We pass through the times of Ezra, when 
the major part of the Old Testament canon received its final 
shape and seal; and we witness the remarkable crises in the 
rescue of the “ remnant according to the election of grace.” 
Among these last, however, is one crisis, which, whether 
considered as an actual link in redemption’s history, or only 
as a typical one, the deliverance wrought through Esther, 
falling in time between lessons 2 and 3, is omitted in its 
historical place, to be considered from another point of view 
in the lessons of a following quarter. 

Thus far we are taken by the first six lessons. The 
remaining six are a selection from that vast treasure of 
spiritual experience, the Psalms. They fitly follow the 
study of the great type of man’s restoration from sin. 

Our lessons open with the going up of all Israel in the 
festival month to set up the altar and re-establish the sacri- 
fices; to keep the feasts and set in order provisions for all 
the regular worship, daily and periodical ; to lay the founda- 
tion of the house of the Lord and provide for its erection. 
With free-hearted worship, work, and praise, the new founda- 
tions are laid. The returning remnant are mostly the literal 
children of the Captivity, pliant to grow into their new 
lessons. The many of the priests and ancient men who had 
seen the first house find it difficult to rise on stepping-stones 
of their dead selves to higher things; but the noise of their 
weeping is not to be told from the shout of joy because the 
foundations of the house of the Lord are laid. The whole 
people, high and low, each in his appropriate rank and office, 
joined in giving thanks to Jehovah, because he is good, for 
his mercy endureth forever. So join all the powers of man, 
restored from Satan’s captivity and in his right mind, when 
God has begun in him a good work ; has laid a new founda- 
tion whose cap-stone shall be brought forth in heaven. So 
rejoice the lively stones built upon the true foundation, 
whose chief corner-stone is Christ. Worship, work, and 
praise abound, and the building fitly framed together groweth 
unto a holy temple in the Lord, builded together for a 
habitation of God through the Spirit. 

But the children of God are called to trials. The people 
of this world who surround them strive always to hinder 
their building. So the temple-building is hindered for years, 
till the third sovereign after Cyrus sits on the throne. From 
him they obtain a confirmatory decree; but it is through the 
prophesying of the prophets Haggai and Zechariah that 
they build, and prosper, and finish. But still, in building to 
God’s honor, they must dedicate and purify. Then they 
keep the feast of unleavened bread with joy. “Purge out 
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therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new leaven, as ye 
are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed 
for us; therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, 
neither with the leaven, of malice and wickedness ; but with 
the unleayened bread of sincerity and truth.” “For the 
temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.” 

Now is to be read between the lines the story of Esther. 
The temple has been finished, but God sees fit to suffer his 
people to come into great straits and peril, and to work for 
them a great deliverance. The temple is standing, but the 
holy city is not yet built nor walled. Sixty years, about, 
elapse after Zerubbabel and his company have done their 
work; and the condition of spiritual and temporal things 
among the Jews is such as to sadden the heart of the king’s 
high officer in distant Shushan. Single handed, Nehemiah’s 
longing, and his asking from the powerful monarch Artax- 
erxes, result in getting; in showing how God can turn the 
hearts of kings to favor those who set their own whole heart 
upon proposing good to Zion. The king with apparent 
readiness grants the request of his favorite officer; permis- 
sion is given him to go and rebuild the wasted city of his 
fathers’ sepulchres, and all kings’ officers in his way are bid 
to further his designs. The king granted, according to the 
good hand of his God upon him. “Pray for the peace of 
Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love thee.” 

But when the walls of Jerusalem are made up, and the 
breaches begin to be stopped, then the opposition of enemies 
and traitors becomes lively. They will conspire and hinder. 
The workmen find much rubbish of old corruption and ruin 
to remove, and their strength fails; while their own friends 
show weakness and fear, and not only make, but themselves 
become, an argument to dissuade from higher things. But 
being warned of danger, the duty is to prepare for battle; 
not to weakly abandon good work, nor succumb to rumor, 
without a real brush with the enemy. It is according to 
prophecy that the wall shall be built in troublous times. 
Let then the times be troublous: so much the more surely 
the wall shall be built. Then shall appear the hollowness of 
enemies’ threats; then shall it be seen that to conquer one’s 
own coward spirit is to shame away evil opposition, and 
draw our timorous friends to our bravely-displayed banner. 
Such is the result of being always on guard, of being ready 
to build with one hand and defend with the other, and of 
meeting opposition bravely. “ Be strong and of a good cour- 
age, fear not, nor be afraid of them: for the Lord thy God, 
he it is that doth go with thee.” 


Thus close the first month’s. lessons, with the return 
accomplished. Thus does God sustain the feeble when he has 
turned men to destruction, and says, “ Return, ye children of 
men.” 

The next month’s lessons are lessons of counsel to God’s 
returned people. The first lesson is the grand school gath- 
ered, with Ezra as a teacher, for the purpose of studying 
God’s word. The school is gathered according to the pre- 
cept by Moses: “Gather the people together, men, and 
women, and children, and thy stranger that is within thy 
gates, that they may hear, and that they may learn, and fear 
the Lord your God, and observe to do all the words of this 
law: and that their children, which have not known any- 
thing, may hear, and learn to fear the Lord your God, as 
long as ye live.’ For teachers, they have also those ap- 
pointed by God. Ezra himself is the most noted scribe of 
Old Testament history, a priest whose lips keep knowledge; 
and other priests with Levites are there to re-read and 
explain. In the sight of all, and for all, Ezra opens the 
book, blesses the Lord, and the people respond with recep- 
tive heart, and an “Amen” on every lip. Then follow the 
exercises, model for every Sunday-school, wherein they 
read distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused to understand 
the reading. “The entrance of thy words giveth light: it 
giveth understanding unto the simple.” “From a child” 
did Paul’s trusted son in the faith, judged worthy to instruct 
all in the gospel, know the Holy Scriptures. 


The bulwark of the Jewish nation, and of every people 
whom righteousness exalteth, is the keeping of the sabbath. 
Not the Jewish sabbath, with its burdensome rites and cere- 
monies, but the one day in seven, made for man from the 
beginning, kept before the giving of the law on Sinai, and 
established in harmony with its provided counterpart in 
man’s bodily and spiritual constitution.. After the grand 
feast of Tabernacles, the entering into a formal sealed cove- 
nant with the Lord, and the glorious dedication of the walls 
of Jerusalem, the chief need of special counsel for the well- 
being, for the keeping, of the city, is found in the profana- 
tion of this day. For this sin Judah was laid desolate and 
carried captive. 
Nehemiah causes the people to remember and keep it; and 
“thy stranger that is within thy gates,” and hanging about 
them outside as well, is forced to conform to the better pur- 
pose of honoring God’s day. The necessary secular work for 
the keeping of the day, even, is one for which they who per- 
form it must be sanctified. As to Israel it was said at Sinai, 
“Thou wast a servant in the land of Egypt, and the Lord 
thy God brought thee out thence through a mighty hand 
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NO. | TITLE. GOLDEN TEXT. 

{ 3 1. S. T. And all the people— 
a >. 2. D. The glory of this latter— 
= \ e 3. M.N. The God of heayen— 
Sle 4. B. I. Nevertheless we made— 
et “ Return, ye children of men.” 
= | ul 5. R. L. | The entrance of thy— 
co jw 6. K. 8. | Remember the sabbath— 
| : es W.R. | But the path of the— 
= 13 8. | K.z. | God hath made that— 
—< ai , 

a. “ Hear counsel and receive instruction.” 

 -a. & ; Be | Wash me thoroughly— 

= | w 10. | JF. | Blessed is he whose— 

So 1s WwW i Ree | Blessed are they that— 
l2 42 | A.S.G. | Thou God seest— 





lesson.] The title of the second lesson? Of the third? 


is the golden text of the first lesson? Its title? The title of 


all the people,” etc., will help to recall the golden texts. Go 
on through the list until the titles and golden texts are 
familiarly associated, and all are fresh in mind. 


Review Topics.—For the laying of what did the Jews 
return to Jerusalem? To whose honor were they building the 
temple? What was Nehemiah proposing in his return to 
Jerusalem ? How were the returned Jews meeting opposi- 
tion in their building? Whom does God call to return to 
himself in the first monthly text? For studying what were 
the Jews assembled under Ezra, in the public street? For 
the honoring of what day was Nehemiah in earnest? On 
what kind of walking is a blessing promised? In submitting 
to whom is there a sure blessing? What is the call on the 
returned sinner, in the second monthly text? What should 


commanded thee to keep sabbath day,” so he commanded 
Judah on their being brought out.of captivity, and so also 
he commands those brought out of the bondage of sin. But 
Pharisees desired to put Jesus to death because he kept not 
their sabbath: such a sabbath, belike, as the Lord “ cannot 
away with.” 

Here, just half-way through the quarter, in the middle of 
the second month, is shown, in an unequaled lyric, the blessed- 
ness of walking in God’s way. Whether composed by Ezra, 
as some think, or by David, as others suppose, it is beauti- 
fully appropriate as the first piece of pure spiritual counsel, 
following at the close of the study of the historical type of 
the spiritual man and the spiritual church of God. If Ezra 
wrote it, it fastens the lessons of the Captivity like a nail 
driven in a sure place by the master of an assembly: if 
David wrote it, then it speaks to us through Israel’s first 
type of the messianic king as from king Messiah himself, to 
whom his captive subjects were now brought back. But this 
word is enough; we all know the psalm by heart. 

The next lesson, and the next psalm as well (in several 
senses), shows us the King in Zion, the Messiah. In struc- 
ture singularly corresponding to that of the preceding, yet 
loftily dramatic as the other is peacefully lyric, the nations, 
the Lord, the Messiah, and the psalmist, speak each in turn 
of the warfare, the victory, and the rule of the Son. The 
lesson of full submission to God’s Son is here taught with a 
sublime beauty on which it is weak and presuming to com- 
ment here. But we may know that that same Jesus, who 
for our sins was crucified, God hath made both Lord and 
Christ. 

Thus ends the month of counsels to God’s restored people. 
First by mingled precept and example, as to growing children, 
and then by the clearer views of spirit, in the only adequate 
garb, that of noblest poetry, are God’s people called upon to 
“ hear counsel and receive instruction.” 

And from its lessons, we may style the last one the month 
of blessings. In the first part of the fifty-first psalm, known 





throughout all Europe and the Western World by its first 
word in the common ancient Latin Bible as the “ Miserere,” 
| the way to seek blessing is shown to the returning sinner. 


| To implore mercy, to confess sin, and to crave purity, is the | 
With firmness and unflinching honesty, | 


way shown in this heart-gush of experience to seek full for- 
| giveness. With the contrite heart will the Spirit dwell, 
“ Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of 
| heaven.” 

| The next lesson, a Maskil psalm, or one of instruction, 
| shows the joy and blessedness of forgiveness ; and thus properly 
| succeeds the last in order of spiritual teaching. The rejoicing 
in restoration has three branches: delight in salvation 
(not in thoughts of original, or one’s own righteousness), joy 


and by a stretched out arm: therefore the Lord thy God | at the remembrance of danger, and at the assurance of hope. 


Of | children, as declared in the third monthly text? 
the fourth? [Let the titles be thus called for until there is | encouraging words are spoken to the true people of Israel in 
thorough familiarity with them in the entire school.] What | the quarterly review text? 





QUARTERLY REVIEW CHART. 


{From The Sunday School Times Scholars’ Quarterly.) 


TOPIC. 


Laying New F. ‘| Rest on God’s foundation, — 
Building to God’s H. 
Proposing Good to Z. 
| 


Meeting Opposition B. 


Build to God’s honor. 
Do for God’s church. 
Oppose God’s enemies. 


Studying God’s W. | 
Honoring God’s D. 
Walking in God’s W. 
Submitting to God’s 8, 


Study God’s word. 
Honor God’s day. 
Walk in God’s way. 
Yield to God’s Son. 


Seeking Full F. 
Rejoicing in R. 
Finding Happiness in 8. 
Thinking upon God’s G. 


Seek God’s forgiveness. 
Joy in God’s favor. 
Delight in God’s service. 
Think on God’s greatness. 


“Let the peace of God rule in your hearts.” 


Review Text: “Let Israel hope in the Lord from henceforth and for ever.” 





Titles and Golden Texts —What is the title of the first les- | soul be rejoicing? In what should the worshiper of God be 
son? [S. T. on the chart stands for “The Second Temple.” | finding happiness? On what can the child of God be wisely 
The initial letters under “Title” will serve to recall each | thinking? 


hat should rule in the hearts of God’s restored 
What 


Practical Duties.—W ho originally designated the place for 


the second lesson? Its golden text? [The catchwords, “And | the new temple foundations? On whose foundations ought 


we to rest in all our character building? To honor whom 
was the temple rebuilt? To what end ought we to build? 
For whose abode was Nehemiah ready to do everything? 
For what institution ought we do our utmost? Whom did 
the Jews resist bravely? Whose enemies ought we to oppose ? 
Whose word did the Jews study? What is our duty toward 
God’s word ? Whose day did Nehemiah honor? What is our 
duty toward God’s day? In whose way alone is it safe to 
walk? What then is our duty in walking? To whom should 
submission be given? What then is our duty toward God’s 
Son? What does the penitent sinner negd? What ought we 
to seek ? Whose favor can alone give joy to the soul? In 
what ought we to find joy? In whose service is happiness ? 
In what ought we to take delight ? Who alone is great? On 


the penitent sinner be seeking ? In what should the restored | what can we think to advantage? 


The captivity and the return to the Lord are both present 
to heighten the color of the picture and the pungency of the 
lesson. Away from him is wasting within and deprivation 
without: the frame wastes, and hunger brutalizes it till the 
afflictel wretch roars like a beast in pain and passion. 
“Many sorrows shall be to the wicked: but he that trusteth 
in the Lord, mercy shall compass him about.” 

Next, with charming appropriateness, follows the longing 
expression of the returned penitent of his delight in God’s 
house. In his lovely dwellings are joy of worship, joy of 
strength, and joy of faith. He whose strength the Lord is 
finds refreshing fountains gushing forth along his path, at 
which himself and his companions may drink. On through 
the arid worldly wastes he goes, his strength increasing from 
the new and springing supplies of the water of life, till at 
last he appears in Zion before God. From the first blessing 
of penitence, two lessons back, to that of the strength of the 
man that trusts wholly in Jehovah, is sometimes almost a 
life-long advance. 

The last lesson of the month, as of the quarter, is one of 
still greater blessing to the forgiven of God, but one of 
unsoftened terror to him who is away, or would flee his 
presence. God’s knowledge, God’s nearness, God’s observa- 
tion, all add to the security and blessedness of the believer ; but 
magnify beyond conception the woe of him who still keeps 
aloof. He who is not with him is against him ; and whither 
shall he escape? But “if God be for us, who can be against 
us.” Thinking upon God’s greatness may well make him 
lift up his head whose redemption draweth nigh. Happy 
are they who in the view of the lessons of this month, and 
especially of the last, can take to themselves the encourage- 
ment, “ Let the peace of God rule in your hearts.” 

The lessons of the quarter have’thus shown us God’s people 
restored, in a double aspect: in the type, the ancient Israel ; 
and in the twofold antitype, the individual soul, and the 
“whole Israel of God. As of old, so now: “Let Israel hope 
in the Lord from henceforth and for ever.” 


HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER, 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


The lessons of the past quarter do not furnish material for 
avery simple and consecutive review for the primary depart- 
ment. Little children even though they have had quite 
a correct knowledge of each lesson cannot remember them 
in order as older classes might do, and need many and judi- 
cious questions to recall and connect their ideas. They need 
assistance, too, in expressing what they remember, and many 
successive questions must be adapted to the answers received ; 
in a review, as in all lessons, there cannot be a sustained 
interest without constant, prompt, pertinent questions, and 





: 
\ 
i 
; 
‘ 
rf 
¥ 
| 
: 
4 
} 


SF EE OE PNR ARR MI 


OE eR A see 


PR nme eee ob 








ME. IEE ag AE GOES Ge LATO LE | 


Ser RR ERE een mt amare meme 


168 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 





(Vol. XXI., No. 11. 





— 





these cannot all be previously prepared. In the lesson upon 
the “ Keeping of the Sabbath,” the children of a primary 
class were urged to go to church with their parents that day, 
and the teacher promised to ask the next week who could 
tell anything heard in the sermon. The next Sunday, when 
the opportunity was given, several hands were raised to 
show that they were ready to report. The first one asked, 
with a solemn expression on her little round face, lisped out : 
“He thed thome-thin about Dod.” Another answered, “He 
said something about us;” and another, “He told that we 
ought to serve God.” 

Perhaps these replies, taken altogether, were quite as con- 
densed and intelligent an idea of the sermon as some older 
heads contained a week after. They may well answer as 
subjects for this review, which might be given as “ Lessons 
about God, and how to serve him.” A good golden text for 
the primary class would be, “Thou shalt worship ihe Lord 
thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.” You can put on 
the blackboard : 


The Lord thy God—serve him, 


It is not important in a review (unless historical) that the 
lessons be recalled in exact order, but rather as one part of 
the subject suggests another, and so may be associated in the 
memory. 

What was it that the maid-servant alone in the wilderness 
said about God? What three things about God did we have 
on the blackboard last Sunday? What are some of the 
things which the psalmist said God knows? What does he 
say about those that dwell in his house? What will they be 
always doing? What day has God given us to worship in 
his house, and learn about him? Why is it sometimes called 
the Lord’s Day? What is that first word in the command- 
ment about the sabbath day? How are we to keep it? 
Where was it that a good man found the people pressing 
grapes, and bringing wine and figs and grain, buying and 
selling on the sabbath day? Who was the man? Did he 
make them stop? How? What book has God given that 
we may learn about him, and how to worship and serve him? 
Did the Jews have as many copies of the Bible as we have? 
Were they like ours? Did they have as much of the Bible 
as we have? How were they taught the Bible? Where 
did they have a great Bible-reading? Who read it? What 
did the people do when they heard it read? Did they 
always obey the law of God? When they knew they had 
disobeyed, and were sorry for their sin, to whom could they 
go and ask to be forgiven? 

Who wrote the psalm which asks for mercy, to have his 
sins blotted out and his wicked heart made whiter than 
snow? What was his prayer about being washed thoroughly 
from iniquity? What is iniquity? Can you tell of any- 
thing else he asked in his prayer? What is God always 
ready to do for every one who repents and prays to him? 
What will he do with their sins if they are truly sorry and 
confess to him? For whose sake will he take them away? 
What does the psalm say about the man whose transgression 
is forgiven? What is transgression? What other man 
does David say is blessed? What three things does the 
blessed man not do? What is the righteous man like? 
What is the wicked man like? In what does the good man 
delight? When does he think about God’s law? Who is 
the King of kings and the Lord of lords? Could the kings 
and rulers destroy him when they took counsel together? 
What does David say about “all they that put their trust in 
him.” 

All these lessons have been about God, and how to worship 
him, with the picture of the righteous; how to repent, and 
the joy of being forgiven. The other lessons have been the 
story of the Jews, and how they served him. When they 
came back from being slaves in a far-off country they began 
to worship God on the old altars, which they set up again. 
Then they had a glad service; the priests and the people all 
praising and singing, with music of cymbals and trumpets. 
It was because they were laying the foundation for a house 
that they all shouted and praised the Lord. 

What house were they going to build? What became of 
the first temple? When the second temple was finished, 
what did they do? What offerings did they bring when the 
temple was dedicated? What great feast did they keep? 
Why was the glory of the second temple greater than the 
glory of the first temple? Who was the king’s cupbearer 
who came from the king of Persia to help build again the 
walls of Jerusalem? Was he a praying man? Can you tell 
some of the times when he prayed to God? What did he 
do besides to pray? While the people were all working on 
the walls, what did he have them do, because of their 
enemies? Who often taught his disciples how to pray, 
work, watch? Whom shall we be serving if we pray, work, 
watch ? 

It was Jesus who spoke the words of our golden text. 
Have we the same helps to obey and worship and serve the 
Lord our God that the Jews had? They had his house to 
delight in; have we? They had but one temple; we have 
ehurches and Sunday-schools all around us. What day were 
they taught to remember? 

What book was read in their great congregation? We 





have it in all our homes, its verses on our lesson-papers, its 
words on our lips. There is a beiter place to keep those 
precious words, even to do as the psalmist who said, “Thy 
word have I hid in my heart, that I might not sin against 
thee.’ What three helps have we to serve him? Have we 
more than the Jews had to know how to worship God and 
serve him? 

Since that time God has sent his Son to show us the way; 
he lived a life of love to be our pattern; he died a death of 
shame and suffering to be our salvation. 


BLACKBOARD HINTS. 
BY THE REV. J. B. ATCHINSON. 
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T hanksgiving and praise belong to God. 

R eligious worship should be joyful. 

U prightness achieves mighty results. 

T rue believers watch as well as work. 
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T rust in God insures prosperity. 

A ll the earth is to be the Lord’s. 

U nelean hearts may be purified. 

10. God will guide us, and give us joy. | 
11. H ouse of God a place of delight. 

12. T he knowledge of God is unsearchable. 
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EASY DEVOTIONAL REVIEW EXERCISE. 


BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE, 


| 
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(Texts to be assigned previously.) 





2. Joy. 
3. Sanctuary delight. 
4. Heart searching, or holy awe. 





pais 
| ~ | 
| — CONSECRATION. | 

ms 1. Worship and preparation. 

a) 2. Dedication and sacrifice. 

fa 3. Voluntary service. 
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Introductory.—For what twosins did God cause the Israel- 
ites to be carried captives to Babylon? How long did he 
say they should remain in captivity? Who did he say 
should set them free? How long did they remain, and who 
did liberate them? What does this prove as to God’s fore- 
knowledge? (Acts 15:18.) What does it prove as to the 
fulfillment of his promises, both of judgment and mercy? 
(Matt. 5: 18.) 

Lesson 1.—Who led the first company home? What was 
their first work of restoration? (Title.) What object used in 
worship was set up before the foundation of the temple was 
laid? What feasts were regularly observed? (All the set 
feasts.) What preparation was at the same time carried for- 
ward? Is it right for the poor and weak and ignorant to 
postpone serving God until they are better prepared? (2 Cor. 
8:12.) Is it right, on the other hand, to neglect qualifying 
ourselves for better service in the future? (Phil. 3: 12-14.) 

Lesson 2.—How long after the foundation was laid was the 
temple finished? (20 years.) Why had it progressed so slowly ? 








What two prophets had God sent to encourage the people? 
What was done with the temple when finished? What gift 
does God ask of us? (Prov. 23: 26.) How do we know that 
God will dwell within the heart that is dedicated to him? 
(Rev. 3: 20.) What was done with the animals present on 
the occasion? What living sacrifice should we offer to God? 
(Rom. 12: 1.) What senses must be denied carnal pleas- 
ure and devoted to learning God’s word and performing 
duty? What members must be sacrificed in deeds of mercy 
and errands of love? 

Lesson 3.—Who came up from Babylon to Jerusalem 
about seventy years later? What was his mission? What 
position did he sacrifice in performing it? What was his 
request of the king? Was his a voluntary or a pressed 
service? Which is most promising? On what does God 
base his choice of men for responsible work? (Isa. 6: 8.) 
What kind of service is alone acceptable to God? (Ex. 
25 : 2.) 

Lesson 4.—For what purpose did Sanballat and various 
tribes conspire together? What means were used for pro- 
tection against them? (Golden text.) What protection 
against temptation does Jesus command us to use? (Matt. 
26:41.) With what weapon at their side were the builders 
at last obliged to work? What sword must we have ever 
ready for use? (Eph.6: 17.) With what three texts did 
Jesus repel Satan? (Matt. 4: 4,7, 10.) Name a good text 
to use against those who would entice us to Sabbath-break- 
ing; to disobedience ; to dishonesty; to profanity. What 
does God require of us as taught in the first lesson? (1. Black- 
board.) In the second? In the third? In the fourth? 
What one word describes such a life? (Heading.) (Short 
exhortation, touching illustration, or prayer, on the subject 
of early consecration.) Hymn: “ More holiness give me,” 
in Gospel Hymns or the Scholars’ Quarterly. 


February : Lesson 1.—What Bible-scholar instructed the 
people in the law of the Lord? In what square did they 
assemble for instruction? Who composed the congregation? 
How long did they listen attentively to the reading? In 
what did we (last year) find Jesus engaged as the result of 
his first recorded choice? What was his custom respecting 
the Scriptures and the Sabbath day? (Luke 4:16.) How 
does the study of the Bible affect the little child? (2 Tim. 
3:15.) What law of life is fulfilled by feeding upon God’s 
word ? (1 Peter 2: 2.) 


Lesson 2.—Which of the two sins that led to the Baby- 
lonish captivity prevailed again in the days of Nehemiah? 
How was the day desecrated by the Jews? How by 
foreigners? What is the great object for which God com- 
mands itsremembrance? (Golden text.) Is pleasure-seeking 
as much a violation of its sanctity as buying and selling ? 
How did Jesus teach that this day is for the promotion of 
man’s life and health in all its forms from highest to lowest? 
(Mark 2: 23, 24, 27, 28.) Is the health of nations, as well 
as of individuals, dependent upon Sabbath observance? What 
two commands did Nehemiah issue, and what precaution 
take respecting the gates? What greater reason have we 
for keeping our first day, than the Jews had for keeping the 
seventh day holy ? (Luke 24: 1-3.) To what tribe did 
Nehemiah commit the constant keeping of the gates on this 
day? Are Sunday-schcol scholars or waifs chiefly respon- 
sible for its observance by children ? 

Lesson 3.—To what object of vegetable life does God liken 
those who separate themselves from sinful ways? By what 
does he represent their favorable situation for growth? What 
fruits will such lives bear? (Gal. 5: 22, 23.) Do such lives 
always appear beautiful, or sometimes withered and dead ? 
Will an opposite course of conduct secure the same or 
opposite results? (Psa, 1: 4.) 

Lesson 4.—Is it wise or vain for a subject to imagine that 
he can live in defiance of his king? Whom hath God made 
King of kings? (Golden text.) What then is the only wise 
course for kings and rulers with all the people of the earth to 
pursue? (vs. 10,11.) Shall man live or die if unreconciled 
to God in his Son? (v. 12.) What invitation does Jesus 
give to us to secure eternal life in him? (John 6: 51, 57.) 
What does God require of thee as taught in the first 
lesson? second, etc. (Blackboard, February.) (Exhorta- 
tion on Christian living.) Hymn: “ Nearer, my God, tothee ;” 
or, “ He leadeth me,” in Scholars’ Quarterly. 

March: Lesson 1.—Whose laws are violated in every sin 
committed? Will the sinner pray, therefore, for justice or 
mercy? If he truly desires to keep God’s laws what experi- 
ence will prompt his prayer? (Title.) If truly sorry for 
sin, what will be the burden of his prayer? (Golden text.) 
How white will he wish to be made? If he desires to avoid 
sin in the future, what prayer will he add to that of escape 
from judgment and cancellation of sin? (v. 10.) What 
assurance have we that God will hear such prayer? (Psa. 
34: 18.) How can a God of justice pardon sin? (1 John 
1: 7, last clause.) 

Lesson 2.—What change in experience always results 
from penitent prayer? (Title.) Does the forgiven sinner 
rejoice merely because the past is pardoned, or also in view 
of future security? (v.7.) Whose guidance wil! he delight 
to follow through life? How high should his exultation 
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frequently rise? (v. 11.) Where shall all the forgiven 
stand, how be robed, and what song sing when their joy is 
complete? (Rev. 7, 9,10.) Will you be there ? 

Lesson 3.—In what service will the pardoned on earth 
ever find their chief delight? (Title.) Will their hearts be 
tender or cruel toward all God’s creatures? Would they 
exchange even the lowest position in God’s house for the tents 
of wickedness? How many days of their former experience 
would be equal to one day of delight in God’s service? In 
what temple shall they worship by and by? (Rev. 21: 22.) 

Lesson 4.—Who alone knows every experience of the 
human heart? (Title.) What thought fills the soul with 
holy awe? (Golden text.) Why does it produce this effect ? 
(v. 6.) Can nothing, by any means, be hidden from God? 
(vs. 11, 12.) In view of the coming judgment, to whom 
does it give comfort? To whom does it give torment? To 
what end should we search our hearts and pray to God to 
help us? (Psa. 139: 23, 24.) What does God require of 
thee? (Blackboard, March 1, 2,3,4.) (Appeal based on 
flight of time and coming judgment. 2 Cor.6: 2.) Hymn: 
“Sun of my soul,” in Scholars’ Quarterly. 


OLD TESTAMENT QUESTIONS WITH NEW 
TESTAMENT ANSWERS. 
BY HENRY W. CAREY. 


Lesson 1.—All the people rejoiced, praising God, because 
the foundation of the house of the Lord was laid. The first 
step had been taken toward erecting a temple to God. Christ 
is our foundation, and we should begin to build at once. 
Where does Christ tell us that the man who goes to him, 
listens to his teaching, and does his will, is like a man who 
builds a house, and digs deep, and lays the foundation on a 
rock; and the storms come, and the floods rise, but the house 
is not even shaken, for it is founded on a rock? (Luke 6: 
47, 48.) 

Lesson 2.—The glory of the second temple was greater 
than that of the first; for in it Christ taught how, through 
him, each one of us might be saved, and become a temple of 
the living God. Where does Paul write, “ Ye also are 
builded together for a habitation of God through the Spirit ” ? 
(Eph. 2: 22.) 

Lesson 3.—God is always with his servants and ever ready 
to help them when they are doing his work; and they may 
go forward confident that he will prosper them. Where is 
it written that they may boldly say, “The Lord is my helper, 
and I will not fear what man shall do unto me”? (Heb. 
13: 6.) 

Lesson 4.—The man who steadily watches and prays is 
never taken by surprise, is always prepared for temptation, 
and is able to battle with sin. Where has Christ told us to 
watch and pray always, that we may be accounted worthy to 
stand before the Son of man? (Luke 21: 36.) 

Lesson 5.—The word of God is the only source of true 
light, the light which shows us the way to salvation. Where 
do we read that, on the night of Christ’s betrayal, he prayed 
to God for all his followers, saying, “Sanctify them through 
thy truth; thy word is truth”? (John 17: 17.) 

Lesson 6.—God set apart one day out of the seven as a day 
of rest, that we might devote ourselves to worship, and honor 
it as his day. We have more reason to be thankful for our 
Sabbath than the Jews had; for on it Christ arose from the 
dead. The first day of the week is the only day of the week 
mentioned in the New Testament. Where do we read of the 
disciples being gathered together on the first day of the week, 
the day of the resurrection, when Christ, suddenly standing in 
their midst, said, “Peace be unto you”? (John 20: 19.) 

Lesson 7.—The path of the just is illumined by light 
from on high, and it grows brighter and brighter as it leads 
nearer and nearer to God. Where does Christ say, “I am 
come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me 
should not abide in darkness”? (John 12: 46.) 

Lesson 8.—Being filled with the Holy Ghost, Peter testi- 
fied that the same Jesus whom the Jews had crucified was 
both Lord and Christ. Where do we read of Christ’s saying 
to his disciples, “Ye are witnesses of these things,” and 
commanding them to preach repentance and remission of 
sins in his name among all nations? (Luke 24: 47, 48.) 

Lesson 9.—God, through the blood of Christ, washes us, 
and cleanses us from all sin. Where is it written that “the 
blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin”? (1 John 
1: 7.) 

Lesson 10.—The man who can feel that his sins are for- 
given, and that he is at peace with God, is truly happy. 
Where does Paul tell us of Christ’s direct instructions to him 
to open our eyes, to turn us from darkness to light, from the 
power of Satan unto God, that we might receive forgiveness 
of sins, and inheritance among the sanctified, by faith in 
Christ? (Acts 24: 18.) 

Lesson 11.—They that delight in God's house, as their 
home and resting-place, will continually praise him. Where 
are we told, through Christ our high-priest, to offer the sac- 
rifice of praise to God continually ; that is, the fruits of our 
lips giving thanks in his name? (Heb. 13: 15.) 

Lesson 12.—God sees each one of us, not only all that we 





say and do, but all that passes in our thoughts. Where does 
Christ say, “God knoweth your hearts”? (Luke 16: 15.) 


BLACKBOARD EXERCISE FOR MONTHLY 
AND QUARTERLY REVIEW. 
BY WILLIAM BROCKIE. 
FIRST QUARTER, 1879. 


Titles. Principal Topics. Additional Texts. 
‘ 1. 8&.T. H eart—the Lord’s temple. 1 Cor. 3: 16. 
3 3. Dd. C fer yourselves to God. tomans 12: 1. 
g ) 3. M.N. Labor and pray. Psalm 90: 17. 
"> | 4. B.I. Yield not to evil. Eph. 6: 13. 
» [ 5. R. L. H onor God’s word. Psalm 19: 7. 
a | 6. K.S, O bserve the Sabbath. Lev. 23: 3. 
: 7. W.R. Light shines on way of righteous. Psalm 97 : 11. 
im 8 K.Z. Yield yourselves unto the Lord. 2 Chron, 30:8. 
9. P.P. H umble yourselves before God. James 4: 10. 
a | 10. J. F. O ffer praise for salvation. Psalm 95: 1, 
s ) 11. D.G.H. L ord’s worship a delight. Psalm 22: 1. 


| 12, A.S.G. Y our God is the God of gods, Dan. 2: 47. 
LORD GOD ALMIGHTY. 


[In this exercise it is intended that the texts noted above, 
as well as the golden texts, be repeated with each lesson. ] 


HINTS FOR A SUNDAY-SCHOOL CONCERT 
ON THE PSALMS. 
BY F. P, HUBBARD. 





PSALMS, 

ore: 100; 107; 148; 150. 

romises, ks Os 1315 126. 
S upplications, 13; 57; 86. 
A dmonitions, 4; 15; 62. 
Lamentations, 51; 102; 137. 
M editations, 14; 19; 23. 
S ongs, 94; 122; 126; 133. 

OF 

D evotion, 90; 119; 139; 145. 
A doration, 8; 84; 95. 
V ictory, 18; 24; 98. 
I mmanuel, 3; 22: 110. 
D eliverance, 46; 103; 136. 


DAVID’S LEGACY. 
{From Krummacher’s David, the King of Israel. ] 


David died, not only “full of days,” according to the 
remark of the historians, but also “full of riches and honor.” 
His legacy was great and glorious. What he left to his people 
was, besides a system of government excellently regulated on 
all sides, an army crowned with fame and experienced in 
war, and general prosperity prevailing among the inhabitants 
of town and country, the public worship of God again estab- 
lished according to the divine ordinance, a large number of 
excellent officers, of pious and zealous servants in the sanc- 
tuary, and, in addition, a considerabie public treasury, to be 
expended for the general welfare of the land, and, moreover, 
a divinely approved plan for the building of the Temple, 
and the richest and most precious material for the carrying 
out of this plan. 

But something greater than all this he left as an inherit- 
ance to the whole world, first in his personal portrait, then 
in his gracious experiences, and, above all, in his Psalms. 
In spite of his transgressions, which he always bitterly 
repented of, and which were therefore blotted out of the 
Book of God, he remains to all princes and rulers of the 
earth as the noblest pattern. In perfect inward truth he 
knew and felt himself to be “king by the grace of God.” 
The crown and scepter he bore merely in trust from the 
King of all kings; and to his latest breath he endeavored 
with all his earnestness to be found as a genuine theocratic 
king, who in everything must conduct his earthly govern- 
ment according to the ordinances and directions of God. 
Therefore the Lord made all that he took in hand to prosper, 
and nothing was clearer to the people than that God the 
Lord was truly with the king. 

David’s life-course remains as the most splendid memorial 
of the free grace of God. Who could number the souls 
which for almost three thousand years have comforted, 
strengthened, and raised themselves up in their conflicts and 
their heart-anxieties, by contemplating it? Whoever seeks a 
God with whom there is “plenteous redemption,”—who 
hears prayer, who numbers the very hairs on the heads of 
his people, has an unchangeable love for them, and, as a 
Protector who neither slumbers nor sleeps, is by their side 
at every step,—will meet with such a God in the experiences 
of David, the king of Israel. No word of consolation is 
found in Scripture which was not confirmed in the actual 
experience of David. The golden chain of divine conde- 
scensions and of gracious manifestations, by which his whole 
life was penetrated, marks it out as an introductory gospel 
written in the characters of the actual life. Oh, how did 
David verify that word of the eighty-fourth Psalm, “They 
who pass through the valley of weeping make it rich in 
springs” ! 

But the most precious inheritance for which the world has 
to bless the king of Israel in his Psalms—those immortal 
songs which, according to the testimony of the singer himself, 
streamed forth from his heart under the direction and inspira- 
tion of the Holy Spirit, and therefore constitute a constitu- 
ent part of “the sure word of prophecy.” Who does not 
know that afterward the Lord Christ himself recognized and 
solemnly attested the Psalms as belonging to the sacred and 
infallible canon of the Bible, and that mention is made of 
them as such in the New Testament altogether about seventy 
times? In the Psalms the whole life-experience of the 





Psalmist reflects itself, and so also essentially that of all the 
children of God, whose way, like that of David, leads through 
sufferings to glory, and under the Cross to the Crown. There 
discloses itself to us, in these sacred hymns, the innermost 
sanctuary of the world of thought of a man of God; with 
the whole succession of the changing circumstances and 
dispositions of such an one; with his complaints as well as 
his thanksgivings ; with his sorrows as well as his blessings ; 
with his love born of God as well as his hatred not less 
hallowed ; with his sighs piercing through the clouds as well 
as his fervent outpourings of thanks. 

There sounds forth to us in the Psalms, not merely the 
heart-utterances of David, but, at the same time, those of the 
God-consecrated church of all ages. It is perfectly true, 
and easily explainable, what an interpreter of Scripture says, 
when he maintains that there is no Old Testament book 
which has been so wholly transmitted as an inheritance from 
the heart and the mouth of the believing Israel, into the 
heart and the mouth of the Church, as the unequaled Old 
Testament Hymn-book,—the Psalter. This, in the fullness 
of its contents, is, it is true, surpassed by our modern Chris- 
tian church-hymns, in so far as the spirit which in the 
former only knocks at the covering encompassing it around, 
in the latter has already broken through the shell, and, 
unbound and joyful, stirs its wings dropping with salvation 
and with blessings. Redemption, which in the Book of 
Psalms rises up before us as only something then in prospect 
and eagerly longed for, has now, yea, long ago, been completed ; 
and we sing of the salvation, finished by the sacrifice on the 
cross of the manifested Son of David, and rejoice over the 
resurrection from the dead of the Prince of Peace, and his 
exaltation to the right hand of the Father. And yet 
harmovies from the Psalms sound ever forth to us from the 
most hallowed of our Christian hymns, asa witness that even 
our evangelical dispositions and experiences, which are the 
same, only transfigured under the New Testament, as are 
expressed in the Pealter, find in them their most suitable 
embodiment and their most appropriate forms of expression. 
Yea, for the utterance of that which moves our hearts before 
God, the Psalms appear to us indispensable. More or less 
imbued with them, we will, as often as we need to pour com- 

laints and prayers, thanks-offerings and praises, into the 
eoons of the Almighty, always, often unconsciously, speak 
the language of these ancient songs. This language has 
become the language of the kingdom of the saints of the 
Lord. Even secular poetry is wont, for the most part, when 
it seeks to elevate itself to the sublime, to attempt the bold 
flight, only with words borrowed from the Book of Psalms; 
and thereby actually acknowledges that the Spirit out of 
which the Psalms were born is altogether different and 
incomparably higher than the natural human spirit, even in 
its highest elevation of creative power. 


How beneficial it is, and how it elevates the soul, when 
we find ourselves again, not only in our faith and our confes- 
sion, but also in our feelings and experiences, in the company 
of the saints of the Lord who lived thousands of years 
before ; and in their psalms not only meet with the same 
God to whom we ourselves also bend the knee, but see the 
pious of these times trusting in that grace on which we place 
allour hopes! How blessed it is to walk in fellowship with those 
old saints, in the first dawn of the morning rich with promise, 
in which was announced the glorious rising of the Sun which 
has now for so long a time in noonday splendor blessed the 
children of the New Testament! With a swelling heart we 
hear, in the second Psalm, the challenge: “ Kiss the Son, lest 
he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is 
kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust 
in him.” In the hundred and tenth Psalm we salute Him 
who is at once David’s Son and David’s Lord, and to whom 
these words are addressed by the eternal Father, “Sit thou 
at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool. 
For thou art a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.” 
In a whole series of Davidic psalms—the sixth, the six- 
teenth, the twenty-second, and the sixty-ninth—we adore 
Him who is Eternal Love, who humbled himself to the 
death for us, yea, the death of the cross. In the hundred 
and eighteenth Psalm, where the cry of triumph sounds “ in 
the dwellings of the righteous,” ‘“‘The right hand of the 
Lord is exalted; the right hand of the Lord doeth valiantly,” 
we seem already to stand in Joseph’s garden and join in the 
shout of joy: “The stone which the builders refused is 
become the head stone of the corner. This is the Lord's 
doing: it is marvelous in our eyes.” 


Who does not know Luther’s eulogium on the Psalter, 
itself rising even to the elevated strain of a psalm? ‘The 
Psalter,” says he, “ may well be called a little Bible, wherein 
all that stands in the whole Bible is briefly comprehended 
and set forth in the noblest manner. Inthe psalms of praise 
and thanks, thou lookest into the hearts of all the saints as 
into a beautiful, pleasant’ garden, yea, as into heaven itself, 
wherein, like fair, beautiful flowers, many joyful and blessed 
thoughts arise regarding God and his kindness. Again, 
where dost thou find deeper, sadder words of sorrow than 
those which are contained in the ms of mourning? Once 
more, thou lookest there into the hearts of all the saints; but 
it is as if into death, yea, as into hell. It is so dark and 
dismal, because it is distressed by the frown of God’s anger ! 
Thus, also, when they speak of fear and hope, they use such 
words that no painter could thus paint for thee fear or hope, 
and no Cicero or orator could thus describe them. And the 
best is, that they use such language about God, and in their 
communion with God, as imparts a twofold earnestness to 
their words. Therefore, also it comes to pass that the Psalter 
is a little book for all saints, and every one, in whatever 
circumstances he is placed, will therein find words which 
accord with these circumstances, and are to him just as if 
they were placed there for his sake alone, so that he himself 
can neither arrange nor find better words, nor does he wish 
to find them. Hence it may be concluded that, if such words 
please any one, he is certain that he belongs to the commn- 
nity of the saints, since they all sing with him these songs, 
particularly if he can adopt the same words to God as they 
have done, which can be done only in faith; for they are 
not agreeable to an ungodly man. In short, wilt thou see 
the holy Christian Church depicted within brief compass, in 
living colors and in a living form, then take up the Pealter 
before thee, and there thou hast a fine, clear, pure mirror, 
which will show to thee what Christianity is. Yes, thou 
wilt therein find thyself, and thy God also, and all creatures.” 
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WORK AND WORKERS. 


CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1879. 


Mississippi, state, at Kosciusko-...-...-.------------ May 7, 8 
Indian Territory, territorial, at Caddo......---.-.--...- May 8 
East Tennessee, at Maryville....-.......---.--..-- May 15, 16 
Missouri, state, at Moberly ..--..-----.------------- May 27-29 
New York, state, at Kingston............-.----.-.-. June 3-5 
Ohio, state, at Akron..........22 nccnccecccnccceee- June 3-5 
Iowa, state, at Mason City -...-.----.----.--.------ June 10-12 
Oregon, state, at Salem............-....---.-----.--- July 1-4 
Kentucky, state, at Owensboro’ _..-.....-.-.---.---- July 8-10 
Vermont, state, at Burlington.....-..-.-.-..--.---.-- Oct. 7-f 
Rhode Island, state, at Providence. ---~- .-- ghienneaeubind Oct. 15 
Rants, state, 06 Galind..« .ccscacevccceecwaccenecces Oct, 21-25 
New Jersey, state, at Elizabeth..........-......--- Nov. 18-20 


WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


The third annual convention of the Washington 
County (R. I.) Sunday-school Association was held in 
the Seventh Day Baptist Church, Pawcatuck, on Feb- 
ruary 25 and 26. The Rev. Dr. E. G. Taylor taught a 
lesson, and delivered an address on Bible study in the 
congregation and the school. 


—A Sunday-school institute for Luzerne and Lacka- 
wanna counties, Pennsylvania, was held in the Presby- 
terian Church at Plainson Tuesday, February 25, The 
subjects were nearly all discussed by more than one 
speaker, The next institutes of the Luzerne and Lacka- 
wanna counties Sunday-school Association, will be held 
in the Presbyterian Church at Archbald, March 12 and 
18; and in Scranton, March 18 and 19. The Rev. R. W. 
Van S:hoick is president of the Association, and Mr. 
I’, E, Nettleton corresponding secretary. 

—Of the work of the recent Louisiana state Sunday- 
school convention, The South-Western Presbyterian 
says: ‘ The convention has been of great service to ourSun- 
day-school work. It has aroused a more genial interest, 
and encouraged all who have loved it. The convention 
has served to awaken a more general interest among 
teachers, and to freshen the zeal of all who have the 
cause at heart. We hope that this zeal will not slumber. 
It is apparent that the machinery adapted to thickly set- 
tled and homogeneous communities would not be success- 
ful in this state. It is also evident that we must be 
willing to make use of teachers less highly endowed than 
our visitors require. We are willing to take them, and 
glad to get them. We have known instances where the 
only influence compelling to teach was a sense of the 
destitution in the community, and noble results followed. 
In the South-west we must avail ourselves of every help 
we can find. But if we have the spirit of consecration, 
the distinct purpose, and the resolute will, we shall not 
need to be taught rules or methods; we can make them 
for ourselves, as the emergency may demand.” 

—A correspondent in Atlanta says: “ We are still feel- 
ing the impetus given us by the International Conven- 
tion, and are doing splendidly. now, holding institute 
meetings monthly.” The same correspondent adds, in a 
later letter: “ Messrs, Ralph Wells and B, F. Jacobs 
stopped with us on their return from the Louisiana state 
convention, and we had a grand meeting on the evening 
of February 26. The immense audience room of the 
First Methodist Episcopal Church was packed to over- 
flowing, and a more deeply interested and enthusiastic 
audience has seldom greeted any speakers in Atlanta. 
On Thursday night we had a full meeting of superin- 
tendents and teachers for general consultation ; and on 
Friday night our monthly institute meeting, of which 
Mr. Jacobs took charge. On Saturday he conducted a 
normal class at the First Baptist Church; on Sunday morn- 
ing preached at the Second Baptist Church ; in the after- 
noon conducted a children’s mass meeting at the First 
Methodist Episcopal Church; and in the evening addressed 
the young men at the First Baptist Church. All these 
meetings have been productive of great good.” It was 
regretted by all that Governor Colquitt was unable to 
take part in the several meetings, in consequence of his 
absence in Washington. He felt keen interest in their 
work, and Mrs. Colquitt was present at every meeting. 

—The first Florida state Sunday-school convention was 
held at Gainesville, on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thurs- 
day, February 25-27. The Jacksonville Sun and Press, 
on whose report the following account is mainly based, 
says that there were present delegations from all portions 
of the state, and some well-known workers from abroad. 
The convention met in the Presbyterian Church, and was 
called to order by the Rev. Mr. Waugh, of the Baptist 
Church of Gainesville. The first evening was spent in 
the formation of the different committees and a lecture 





from Mr. E. Payson Porter, of Illinois. Mr. Porter also 
conducted the singing, with the aid of the Gainesville 
choirs. On Wednesday morning a permanent state 
organization waseffected. The Rev. W. H. Dodge, of 
Jacksonville, was elected president ; the Rev. Mr. Tully 
was made chairman of the executive committee ; the Rev. 
Mr. Waugh, of Gainesville, treasurer; and Mr. D. 8. 
Place, of Waldo, secretary. The adoption of a constitu- 
tion was secured, by Mr. Barnes, after which the day was 
devoted to normal exercises. The children’s servicein the 
afternoon was devoted to an address from the Rev. Mr. 
Barnes and an illustrative discourse from Mr. Porter, fol- 
lowing which was an address to teachers and parents by 
the Rev. Mr. Duncan. In the evening a large congrega- 
tion assembled to hear the Rev. Mr. Tully on “ The Lesson 
and the Instructor.” The programme for Thursday was 
as follows : ‘ How to instruct young children inthe Inter- 
national lessons,” by the Rev. Dr. Myers, of Fernandina ; 
“ Questions from the Drawer,” answered by the Rev. Mr. 
Barnes; “Bible readings and Bible mnemonics,” by 
the Rev. Mr. Tully; and “ How to organize and maintain a 
Sunday-school,” by Mr. John C. Eastman, of Gainesville. 
There was a praise meeting during the evening. 


COUNCILS IN PROSPECT. 

—A Sunday-school assembly is to be held this year at 
Minnetonka Lake, Minnesota, and after several prelimi- 
nary meetings, the Minnetonka Lake Park Association 
has been formed, with Mr. R. H. Gilmore as president of 
its board of directors ; Mr. E. W. Allen, secretary; and 
Mr. John E. Miller, treasurer. An entire peninsula 
of 225 acres has been purchased; $14,000 has been appro- 
priated for a hotel; and #6000 for a pavilion seating 
3000 ‘people. The admission fee has already been fixed 
at 25 cents, and the price of board is not to exceed $1 a 
day. 

—aAn informal conference of workers in the Cumber- 
land and Lebanon valleys, Pennsylvania, was held on 
Monday, February 24, in Harrisburg. Mr. H. R. Mosser 
presided, and Mr. E 8. Wagoner was secretary. The 
object, said Mr. Mosser, was to arrange for a congress of 
Sunday-school teachers, to meet some time in July, at 
Oakville camp-meeting ground, and to secure attendance 
from the Cumberland Valley, West Virginia, Kast Penn- 
sylvania, and the Lebanon Valley—in fact, from any part 
of Pennsylvania in railroad connection with the Cumber- 
land Valley. The chairman stated that he had partial 
assents from Mr. Moody, Dr. John Hall, and other 
workers, who would, he felt sure, if the congress is held, 
be present at some time during its session. The meet- 
ing will be conducted on the Chautauqua model. A com- 
mittee of twelve, with Mr. Mosser as chairman, was 
chosen to take charge of the preliminary arrangements, 
to mature a general plan, and to call a second meeting of 
those interested, when necessary. 


SUNDA Y-SCHOOLS. 


—A Sunday-school was organized in Albion, Boone 
County, Nebraska, a year ago, with ten scholars. It now 
numbers eighty, with an average attendance of sixty, 
though many have to travel six miles to reach it. 

—The Sunday-school of the Twelfth Street Reformed 
Church, Brooklyn, New York, has 32 officers, 121 teachers, 
631 male scholars and 817 female scholars; total, 1,601. 
The gain in 1878 was 382. The average attendance in 
1878 was 887; total attendance, 46,118. The largest 
attendance was 1,233; the smallest, 571. The average 
attendance of officers and teachers (153) was 128. Thirty- 
two from the school joined the church during the year. 
The receipts were $1,480.05 ; the disbursements, $1,236 66. 
There are 1,922 books inthe library; the average delivery 
is 625. 


—In 1877, in Bremen, there were 2,562 Sunday-school 
scholars, and 101 teachers. Now there are 2,761 scholars 
and 100 teachers, to whom are to be added 400 in mission- 
schools. In the St. Stephen’s Gemeinde there are 870 
pupils and 44 teachers ; in the Neustadt, 1,062 pupils and 
21 teachers; in the Friedenskirche, 500 pupils and 20 
teachers ; in Herr Schréder’s, 199 pupils and 12 teachers; 
in Pastor Victor’s, 130 pupils and three teachers. These 
schools had a gathering on November 29, 1878, in the 
hall of the chapel of the St. Stephen’s Gemeinde. Flowers 
and illuminations were profuse. 

—The sixty-third anniversary of the Market Square 
Presbyterian Sunday-school, Harrisburg, Pa., was observed 
on Sunday evening, February 16. A concert exercise on 
“QOhristian Pilgrimage” was given, before a crowded 
congregation, the church having been arranged for the 
meeting by the removal of the pulpit, and other changes. 
A large portrait of the late James W. Weir, long super- 
‘ntendent of the school, was hung in a prominent place. 





At the close of the exercises, prizes of books were awarded 
to meritorious scholars, these books being from the pro- 
ceeds of a fund left for the purpose by Mr. Weir. The 
school has so grown of late that an addition to its room 
is to be made. 


—The Sunday-schools in Germany are shortly to have a 
“ Neue Sontagsschulharfe,” or new Sunday-school Harp, 
compiled by a well-known musical composer, which bids 
fair to be a great improvement on the present one. The 
latter is an excellent little collection of Sunday-school 
hymns and music, embracing appropriate parts of the 
national church liturgy; but it is small, and the words 
are printed in the old-fashioned style frequently seen in 
German and Swedish hymn-books in America, and 
familiar to the students in the “ Commersbiicher,” or 
collections of university student-songs. That style is to 
run the stanza together like a prose paragraph, only the 
initial words of each line (technical verse) of the poetry 
commencing with a capital letter. The new Sunday- 
school Harp is to appear in three editions: one without 
notes, price fifteen pfennige, or about four cents; one 
with notes (the melody), price thirty pfennige; and one 
with the four-part score, for two marks, or fifty cents, 
All the new books are to have the poetry printed in lines, 
after the modern style. 


GENERAL. 


—Mr. Sankey has lately been working, in conjunction 
with Mr. Henry Moorhouse, at Stockton, England, the 
vicar of Stockton giving his aid. 


—The Rev. W. W. Andrews, of Hartford, Conn., is 
delivering a course of lectures in Philadelphia, on the 
fifth, sixth, and seventh chapters of Revelation. The 
lectures are five in number, being delivered at four 
o’clock in the afternoon of March 6, 9, 11, 13, and 16, in 
Institute Hall, at the corner of Eighteenth and Chestnut 
Streets. 


—The special efforts connected with the Week of 
Prayer have been this year attended and followed by much 
successful religious work, which, as is indicated by the 
reports in the denominational papers, was not local in its 
result, nor confined to the month of January. Thus, in 
Brooklyn, special meetings were held in the Young Men’s 
Christian Association rooms every evening for six weeks, 
and arrangements have been considered for the extension 
of their influence. 


—During twelve years of work as missionary of the 
American Sunday School Union in Tennessee, Mr. Isaac 
Emory has organized 484 schools, with 2,672 teachers 
and 25,831 scholars; visited and aided 662 schools, with 
6,733 teachers and 46,283 scholars; distributed 8,130 
copies of the Scriptures; visited 4,643 families; delivered 
2,580 sermons and addresses, and traveled 76,000 miles. 
During this time the American Sunday School Union has 
expended in the state about $27,000. 


BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


Library of Theological and Biblical Literature: Vol. L.— 
Introduction to the Study of the Holy Scriptures. By Henry 
M. Harman, D.D. New York: Nelson & Phillips.—The 
fruits of the biblical studies of recent years, both direct and 
collateral, have been so numerous and so important that it 
has become necessary to put them clearly before theological 
students and clergymen, both in popular manuals and in 
more elaborate single works and series of works. The 
library introduced by the Rev. Dr. Harman’s large volume 
has a wider scope than that of any recent American under- 
taking of the sort. The whole series is to be edited by the 
Rey. Drs. George R. Crooks and John F. Hurst, scholars 
specially competent for their task. The writers: who are to 
prepare the separate volumes are, besides the author of the 
present work, Dr. Bannister, on Biblical Hermeneutics; Drs. 
Bennett and Whitney, on Biblical and Christian Arche- 
ology ; Bishop Foster, on Systematic Theology ; the Editors, 
on Theological Encyclopedia and Methodology ; Dr. Ridg- 
away, on Evidences of Christianity ; Professor Winchell, on 
Christian Theism and Modern Science; Dr. Crooks, on the 
History of Christian Doctrine; and Dr. Hurst, on the 
History of the Christian Church. The whole will comprise 
twelve octavo volumes. The theology of the volumes is to 
be in harmony with the doctrinal standards of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. It is promised that in the case of every 
treatise the latest literature will be consulted, and its results 
incorporated, and that a copious index will accompany each 
volume. Of the succeeding volumes, the Theological Ency- 
clopedia and Methodology is now in the printers’ hands ; and 
the volumes by Bishop Foster and by Dr. Winchell are 
ready for the press. The design of the whole series is “to 
furnish ministers and laymen with a series of works, which, 
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in connection with the commentaries now issuing, will make 
a compendious apparatus for study.” The first volume—the 
work in hand—is of the general nature of an introduction to 
the study of the Scriptures, as the term has been understood 
since the issuing of the great work of Horne, and is an 
attempt to condense the matter of the general subject, in a 
compendious form, into the compass of one octavo volume of 
less than eight hundred pages. Fifty-two chapters are 
devoted to the Old Testament, and forty-one to the New. It 
may be stated, to show the condensation necessarily resorted 
to, that the Book of Psalms is treated of in one chapter of 
eleven pages; and the Twelve Minor Prophets in another, of 
twenty-five pages. Of course, the compass of the volume is 
too narrow more than superficially to “examine the genu- 
ineness, credibility, integrity, language, contents, and most 
important ancient versions of the canonical books of the 
Bible,” as the author defines his purpose; but it affords 
space enough to admit of the presentation of a great deal of 
fact, and a great deal of opinion; and therefore to prove an 
efficient help to the unlearned. The author has evidently 
traveled over the ground with conscientiousness, and selected 
and condensed with a good deal of ability. The general 
statement, whether of fact or opinion, is perhaps as good and 
accurate as could be expected in the circumstances; for the 
field is very wide for one man to explore: do the best he 
can, he can never master more than one portion of it; and 
his work will invariably seem unsymmetrical to those who 
look at it from another point of view. Accordingly, neither 
this nor any other volume will supersede the necessity of 
other works. In the Old Testament portion, the chapter on 
the antiquity of the art of alphabetical writing is quite inad- 
equate, and far behind the times; while the next chapter, 
on the state of the arts and sciences in general, in Egypt, in 
the Mosaic age, is by no means as good as modern literature 
would permit; though the chapter is too fragmentary to 
justify close criticism. The author’s opinions on the authen- 
ticity and canonicity of the sacred books, moreover, cannot 
be considered as at all settling the various questions by a 
short method—whether he holds to the common belief, or 
sides with those who reject the ancient antilegomena of the 
New Testament, as, for instance, he does in the case of the 
Second Epistle of Peter. A striking feature of the volume 
is in the originality of its subordinate plans and methods of 
selection and compilation. This characteristic is to be felt 
rather than described ; as it would not appear from an enu- 
meration of chapters or topics. Its general effect is to give 
the book a freshness and readable quality throughout. In 
point of scholarship, the work is of varied merit in the 
different portions; the scholarship being sometimes high, 
and often moderate. It is always directed to the man of 
moderate attainments; but the citations—with which the 
book is numerously supplied, but not loaded—are not gener- 
ally such as a scholar needs or such as an ordinary lay 
reader can verify. The special defects of the book are of 
little moment compared with its general merit. In com- 
pendious brevity, the work is generally good; and its use 
among beginners, as a skeleton of the whole subject, will not 
by any means be limited. Yet it would be a mistake for 
the reader to imagine that he has mastered the subject when 
finishing the volume, or that it will save him the necessity 
of using other skeletons, or of consulting many special 
treatises. That he will know something about the subject is 
doubtless true; and that something will be a great deal if he 
is a beginner; and it will also belong in many respects to 
the scholarship of the present century; but it will not be a 
general view of the latest scholarship and investigation, 
except in a few portions of the book. The reader should 
also be cautioned that while the author is an Eastern traveler 
yet he is by no means as strong or reliable on his oriental 
geography and topography as he is in many other respects. 
He can give a better account of the best grammars and lexi- 
cons for studying Hebrew, and a better account of the labors 
of the later New Testament critics, than « trustworthy judg- 
ment in matters pertaining to ancient localities or customs. 
It ill suits the better sense of the student to observe the 
author’s statement that “Dr. Tristram has recently dis- 
covered the site of the ancient Zoar,” etc. Yet, like most 
extensive works on biblical science, it offers matter of rejoic- 
ing that so much good is offered (and that in so small com- 
pass), notwithstanding the many mistakes, which are inevi- 
table. (S8vo, cloth, pp. 788. Price, $4.00.) 


A History of the Church of England, from the Accession of 
Henry VIII. to the Silencing of Convocation in the Eigh- 
teenth Century. By G.G. Perry, M.A. With an appendix 
containing a sketch of the history of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States of America, by J. A. Spencer, 
S.T.D. New York: Harper & Brothers.—There was room 
for a history of the Anglican Church in England and 
the United States, of the size of this handsome duo- 
decimo volume of 690 pages—larger and more inclusive 
than a popular hand-book, and yet of more convenient size 
and more moderate price than the larger histories. But 
the present work fails to satisfy the requirements it aims to 
meet. In the first place, its plan is not comprehensive, and 





the addition of the American appendix destroys what sym- 
metry Mr. Perry’s work has in its separate form. His history 
closes with the year 1717, fourteen pages being devoted to an 
introductory chapter, and five hundred and seventeen pages 
to the period between 1509 and 1717. Ten supplementary 
pages briefly summarize the history of the rest of the 
eighteenth century, and in half a page the author mentions 
the religious movement since 1800. Mr. Perry plainly had 
a right to consider such a part of the history of the Church 
of England as he might elect ; but since Dr. Spencer’s appen- 
dix (of 58 pages) comes down to the present date, the effect 
upon the reader’s mind is unsatisfactory. A political history 
of the United States, down to 1879, would not form a symmet- 
rical appendix to a political history of England down to the 
reign of George II., nor is the gap less noticeable in an 
ecclesiastical history. But this is not the most serious fault 
of the book. Mr. Perry—an English clergyman who has 
hitherto written a larger church history—is not an original 
investigator, nor does he illuminate familiar facts by the 
light of any clear criticism of his own, nor restate them in 
any novel form likely to aid the reader’s memory. His out- 
look is bounded by the narrow limits of the old-fashioned 
“high and dry” party in the Church of England—a party 
which, of all the doctrinal divisions of the Established 
Church, is least likely to deal fairly and comprehensively 
with the progress of the Church of England and of the other 
churches which have existed at its side. The book is quite 
unfitted for the use of non-Episcopal readers. Its treatment 
of the Puritans is bitter, and of the Wesleyans supercilious. 
Narrowness and pettiness repeatedly annoy the fair-minded 
reader; and Mr. Perry does not disdain to offer wholly 
gratuitous flings at the expense of those who held views 
unfavorable to his conception of the Church of England. 
Dr. Spencer is very successful in carrying the same spirit 
into his own part of the volume. He begins by the suffi- 
ciently explicit statement that “the Protestant Episcopal 
Church is the title assumed by that branch of the Church of 
Christ which has its local habitation in the United States of 
America.” The conclusion is inevitable that, in Dr. Spen- 
cer’s opinion, other churches than the Protestant Episcopal, 
having their local habitations in the United States of 
America, are not branches of the Church of Christ. This 
tone is carefully maintained, and the reader is held within 
similarly narrow bounds to the end. We should add, before 
closing this notice, that the mechanical execution of the 
volume is excellent. It is beautifully printed, and hand- 
somely bound in brown and red; and the book lies flat where- 
ever opened. The index leaves nothing to be desired. 
(12mo, cloth, pp. xiv, 690. Price, $2.50.) 





The Congregational Year Book for 1879. Boston: Congre- 
gational Publishing Society —The Congregational churches 
have for some years been given, in the successive January 
numbers of The Congregational Quarterly, a very full and 
accurate body of denominational statistics. The present 
octavo volume, neatly bound in boards, takes the place of 
this January issue of the now suspended periodical. It 
contains al! that has been hitherto offered, and several addi- 
tions of no little interest and value, such as tables of gains and 
losses; a statement of the occupations of ministers without 
pastoral charge ; lists of the faculties and students of Congre- 
gational theological seminaries, with the college from which 
each student graduated; vital statistics of clergymen who 
died during 1878 ; forms for the use of churches and church- 
members ; and plans and elevations of inexpensive church 
buildings. These statistics suggest various interesting deduc- 
tions, for which this is not the place. We must note, how- 
ever, that 243 out of 317 theological students received a college 
education, and that the average age of the ministers dying 
during the four years ending with 1878 was no less than 
sixty-six years and eight months. (8vo, boards, pp. 252. 
Price, 75 cents.) 





Poems of Places, edited by Henry W. Longfellow: The 
Middle States. Boston: Houghton, Osgood, & Co.—The 
later issues of Mr. Longfellow’s excellent series of “ Poems 
of Places” are naturally more interesting to American 
readers than the previous volumes have been, for they 
contain what the eminent poet deems the best pieces of 
American and English verse relating to our own mountains 
and waters and towns. Mr. Longfellow’s taste is in no sense 
narrow, and the wide range of the selections continues to be 
a thing deserving much praise. New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, and Delaware are the states included in the 
present volume. We would recommend to readers of the 
New England and Middle states installments of this series, 
to consult, in connection with them, the corresponding 
volumes of Mr. Sweetser’s admirable American guide-books, 
issued by the same publishers. The next succeeding volume 
of Mr. Longfellow’s library promises to have no less interest 
than the two last, for it will be devoted to the Southern states. 
(18mo, cloth, pp. viii, 278. Price, $1.00.) 


Lectures on Preaching, delivered before the Theological 
Department of Yale College. By Matthew Simpson, D.D. 





New York: Nelson & Phillips.—Few courses of lectures 
delivered “on a foundation” have been of more uniform 
excellence, notwithstanding the liberty of treatment enjoyed 
by the several lecturers, than those given in the Lyman 
Beecher lectureship on preaching, founded some years since 
for the benefit of the members of the theological depart- 
ment of Yale College. The occupants of this lectureship 
have been among the most distinguished preachers of several 
denominations; but none, perhaps, was heard with more 
interest than Bishop Simpson, whose course of lectures has 
lately closed. His utterances have had such wide attention, 
in whole or in part, from the religious press, that the present 
volume will not be wholly new to the majority of its readers. 
But its helpful hints to the preacher and the pastor are well 
worth reading in their connected form, as embodying 
practical advice from one specially competent to offer it. 
(12mo, cloth, pp. 336. Price, $1.50.) 


Firebrands. By Julia McNair Wright. New York: 
National Temperance Society and Publication House.—This 
isa forcible temperance story, in which we vividly see the 
terrible harm one man can do, and the awful retribution 
which follows. (16mo, cloth, pp. 357. Price, $1.25.) 

Since Cyprus has come under English rule, many students 
go thence to the Syrian Protestant College at Beirit for the 
purpose of learning English. Most of these students are 
Greeks, at least as to their native tongue. 


N. Tibbals & Sons, of 37 Park Row, New York, have 
issued a new classified catalogue of theological books for sale 
by them. It is sent by mail for ten cents, in paper, or 
twenty-five cents in cloth. It covers, so far as may be, old 
books as well as new. 


Robert Carter & Brothers announce for April a new story, 
entitled My Desire, by Miss Warner. The same publishers 
announce a new edition of Dr. Tayler Lewis’s notable book, 
The Six Days of Creation, which has too long been allowed 
to remain out of print. 

Messrs. Hitchcock & Walden, of Cincinnati, are publishing 
an illustrated family magazine in the German language, 
entitled Hans und Herd, and edited by the Rev. Dr. Henry 
Liebhart. The last number contains, among its pictures, 
a steel engraving of Luzerne, Switzerland. , 

Harper & Brothers follow their excellent little edition (in 
the Half-Hour Series) of Goldsmith’s Vicar of Wakefield, 
with a uniform issue, in the same series, of his complete 
poetical works. They make a neat little 32mo of 128 pages, 
costing 20 cents. Goldsmith’s plays are to follow, at 25 cents. 


Messrs. D. Appleton & Co. have ceased to publish illus- 
trations in Appletons’ Journal, and that monthly will here- 
after be of asemi-eclectic character. The regular monthly 
supplement to The Pppular Science Monthly, published 
by the same hcuse, has been discontinued, bit occasional 
supplements will be issued. The first of these has just 
been published. 


Messrs. Ward & Drummond, of New York, the successors of 
the late U. D. Ward, have neatly published, as 16mo pamph- 
lets, five Sunday-school concert exercises by the Rev. Dr. 
J. Byington Smith, as follows: Music and Musical Instru- 
ments of the Bible; The Twelve Foundations of the Heav- 
enly City; The Bow in the Cloud; Flowers; and one for 
anniversary use. 


The exercises at the “Quarter-millennial Anniversary of 
the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church of the city of New 
York,” that is, of the Collegiate Dutch Church, which took 
place November 21, 1878, have been published in handsome 
octavo form, filling one hundred and four pages. The matter 
included in the addresses is of historicand permanent value, 
as well as of present interest. 


The Presbyterian Board of Publication has added to its list 
of tracts the following, forming numbers 185-188: None but 
Jesus, by T. W. Hooper, D.D.; Christ in Front, by the Rev. 
Apdrew F. Dickson ; Christ isthe Head of the Church, by 
William 8S. Plumer, D.D.; and The Worship of God, like- 
wise by Dr. Plumer. All four deal with the character or 
claims of the Roman Catholic Church. 


The March number of St. Nicholas contains a number of 
entertaining illustrated articles. Dr. Hayes, the Arctic 
explorer, tells of An Adventure on an Iceberg; Kate Foote 
describes some singular Asiatic cats; the New Orleans and 
Memphis Carnivals are the subject of a paper illustrated by 
J. Wells Champney’s pictures, originally made for Scribner’s 
““Great South” series; and Mrs. F. R. Feudge describes the 
wells and water-vessels of eastern countries. Other bright 
contributions in prose and verse make an interesting number. 


The Rev. W.S. Sly, of Frankfort, Michigan, has copy- 
righted a set of “ Bible Thumb Keys,” designed to be fast- 
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ened on the margin, at the beginning of the 
respective books. The inventor says: “ The 
thumb being placed on any key, the Bible 
opens instantly at that book. The eye takes 
in at a glance—reading from the title upwards 
——the number of chapters, character of book, 
author, date, place, and the person to or for 
whom written.” In other words, the thumb 
key to Luke, for example, is as follows, save 
that it is arranged in a vertical column: “To 
Gentiles; from Rome; A. D, 63; by St. 
Luke ; Gospel history 24 chapters.” The 
price of the set is 25 cents. 


~~ BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circulation oj 
The Sunday School Times is given each week. 
The regular edition this week is 27,900 copies. 
Advertisers are free to examine the subscrip- 

tion list at any time. Uniform advertising 
cen for ordinary advertisements 15 cents per 
agate line for each and every insertion, 


The attention of fa farmers is called to the 
advertisement of Mr. Isaiah T. Clymer in 
another column. 


The little instrument for lifting doors, 
advertised in this paper, is a very conven- 
ient thing. Try it and see. 


ApAMs ACADEMY, Quincy, Mass,—The 
rate of tuition in this institution is restored 
to its former rate of $100 per annum. See 
advertisement in another column, 


For an Irritated Throat, Cough, or Cold, 
“ Brown's Bronchial Troches” are offered 
with the fullest confidence in their efficacy. 
They maintain the good reputation they 
have justly acquired. 25c. a box. 


Free.—The Labor of Love and Food 
for the Lambs to any Sunday-school 
superintendent THREE MONTHS. Send 
your name to the publisher, Edwin A. 
Wilson, Springfield, [linois. 


“The Prayer Meeting and its Improve- | sc 
ment,” by Rev. Lewis O. Thompson. Price, 
$1.25. Fourth edition. Ask your bookseller 
for it, or send price to the publisher, W. G. 
Holmes, Chicago, and have it forwarded by 
mail. 

No one who wishes to go to Europe this 
summer should make arrangements before 
sending a postal card to Professor Bur- 
chard, State Normal School, Fredonia, 
New York, for his book “ Two Months in 
Europe,” and circular of his arrangements 
for summer travel. Third year, fine route, 
very om 


SPECIAL NOTICES. 
KANTNER's Boos ¢ of Objects Fed eA Over 





000 engravir Long & Walker, 1113 
Chestnut 8 * Philadel a. 

SARATOGA SPRINGS IN WINTER. Drs. Btrong’s 
Remedial Institute has Turkish, 


Russian. ydro- 
pathic and Electric Baths, Equalizer and mther% valu- 
able facilities for treating Nervous, Lang, Temale and 
other diseases. Prices red . Bend for circular, 


Stereoscopic views of the magnificent ice and frost 
seenery ot Niagara Falis taken this winter; also a 
neral assortment of winter — summer views of 
lagara. Large size, arvistiy, $1.25 doz. ; common size, 
1.00 doz, Sent by mail on rece nof , rice, & EB. 
ECK, Lockport, Niagara Co. wn. Y 


To ONE AND ALL.—Are you suffering from a Cough, 
Cold, Asthma, Bronchitis, or ally of the various pul 
monary iroubles that so often end in Consumption? 
If s0, use “* Wilbor's Pue Cod Liver Oil and Lime,” 
safe and sure remedy. This is no quack preparation, 
but is reguiarly prescribed by the medical faculty. 
Manufactured only by A. B. Wilbor, Chemist, Boston, 
Sold by ail druggisis. 


. 


HE PHILADELPHIA NORMAL CLASS. meets 

te | Monday qventnges 8 o'clock, in the Assembl 
Room the Presbyterian Board of "Publication, 1384 
Chestnut Street. Leader, Rev. J. A orden, All 
superintendents, officers, and teachers, and those ex- 
pecting to be teachers are welcomed. 


7 +i for Young Ladies, Pitts- 

Vie » 

Maplewood Institute (rig stace Spring term 

opens April2. C. V. Spear & R. E. Avery, Principals, 

| Ce XCUTIONARY PUBLICATIONS. Great Vari- 
4ety. Grand Shakspearean Premium. Send for cir- 

cular. J. W. Shoemaker & Co,, 1418 Chestnut St., Phila. 


30 Fancy Cards, Chromo, Snowflake, &c., no 2 alike 


with name,l0 cts. J. Minkler & Co., Nassau, mi Be 
5( Perfumed, Snowfiake,Chromo, Motto,Cards, pame 
e in gold and jet,l0c, G. A, Spring, E.W ailingford, ct. 


Fy eeSemed Cards, Chromo, Motto, Snowflake, etc., 
Us ith name and case 9. H.M.Smith 0 lintonville, Ct 
25 Fancy Cards with name, i0c. Plain or gold, 150 

styles. Agent's outfit, Ite. Hall @ Co,, Hndson.N. Y. 


25 ef © Pretticst C ae 78 ever agg with with name, 
*@} 1c aw Ee, Gwo. 1. Rexp & Co., 
25 a my and Day School Reward Sooke 10 ee 
. HOUPER & CO.,, Baltimore, Md, 
95 sottiene PICTURES. 6 sheets paper, 6 enve- 
lopes, 3 pens, 40 son h feosiet.post id, Na 
Postage Stamps taken. CRANE rar MA 
1017 Lafayette Avenue, Brook lyn, we - 
B**4ee8 } tay PF Complete Wor 
Address, Fi oward & albert, N, Y. 





5 yf —A man of good business abilities, who 

mpeten nt to § to go to Cincinnati, Ohio, and take 
charge of that State, and South Indiana and R= 
tacky, 
able % hire, ny OO and start agents successfull 


q a 
aman of energy and perseverance. I will guar- 
antee ne . 8 seen © — am to $2500 a year for five (5 

ears. to give security for goods, an 
rat-c a, phd as to character. Give age, ex 


rience in full, and guarantee wanted. Send this  ativer- 


tisement. 
W. J. HOLLAND, Springfield, Mass. 
OR TEN DOLLARS CASH we will insert a seven-line 
advertisement one week in a list of 269 weekly 
newspa) , or four lines in a different list of 337 papers, 
or ten lines two weeks in a choice of either of four sep- 
arate and distinct lists containing from 70 to 100 papers 
each, or four lines one week in all four of the small 
lists or one line one week ip all six lists combined 
being more than 1,000 papers. We also have lists of 
papers by states sheets hout the United States and 
Canada. Send ten cents tor our 100-page pamphlet. 
Address, Grorex P. Rowk.. Newspaper Ad- 
vertising Bureau, 10 Spruce | St.. New York. 


Coinsand stamps. 100+ tamps, 10c. 125 varieties, 40c. Coin 
and rod. catalogue, lic. ‘ost- -paid. mend stamp for cir- 
cular to Schmidt, 268 Washington St., Hoboken, N J. 


FOOD FOR LAMBS. 


For the Primary Classes. Nothing superior. Sim- 
le story of the International Lessons, Weekly, 
ne Gieneotions, loor meee copies, per year, 25 cents 
per copy. Send for specim 
EDWIN A. WILSON, Springfield, Illinois. 








LABOR OF LOVE. 


Get it for yom, Sunday-school. Ly =f Finely 
illustrated. Simple gospel. Nothing trash 
10 or more copies, per year, 16 cents a pom 4 
Send for Ber men. 
WIN A. WILSON, _ Springfield, Illinois, 


“Ibe. AUTOGRAPH ALBUM. 
page book. Illustrated with 24 Scrolis, Ferns, ona 
Motlocs, in Colors, 15 cents each ; 6 for 60 cents, =, ps 
teachers, 'U can make your scholars happ: 
Boys and _— U can sell lous “4 
yi R5-; to sy 
Paper. 


r friends, Stamps taken. Please name 
. J.P. INGALLS, Lynn 3 Maas. 








Blackboard. Issued in English and German. 


A real 
The best thing of the kind ever issued. If you have 


not seen it, do not fail to send ten cents for a sample 

Py, Three dollars a year; one dollar per quarter. 
. F, SCHNEIDER, Cleveland, Obio. 2 Lee 

GLoucKSTER, Mass., February 6, 1879. 


Dear Sir: We have ne our Time 
Saving Library Record for two CS = believe it 
to be the quickest, the — and t method now in 
use. There is no danger o f giving out a book twice to 
the same scholar unless it is specially desired, and 
with one assistant our librarian says, 


ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY'| 
eee at BRARY BOOKS 
a AN BE CHARCE DL 
a | = 


Eben. Shute, 












Yours truly 
5. H. HIGGINS, Supt. of 8. 8. 


an veige of this Record is only one dollar and st 
EBEN, SHUTE, Publisher, 52 Bromfield 8! 
Boston. E 
NEW AND BEAUTIFUL, 
REWARD — — SUNDAY AND DAY 


times—over 500 kinds 
= designs—com Motto Cardsa—Reward Cards 
—Scripture Text timent Cards—Bible Verse 
py TX ERS’ 


list EDUCATIONAL CARDS 
address. UFFO. 


ENT FREE any ae Se B RD’'S 
BON, Punliahery of +“ — he Fine Arta, 141 to 147 


FRAMES & CHROMOS. 


ng the publishers of more popular and choice 
cone than any house in America, we would call 
the attention of Agents and Dealers to our immense 
eres .o5 mes © in 15x21, 19x27, 22x30, 24x30, 24x#; 
Chromos, 9x11 and 8x10 Mounted 
Chromos, Floral, Reward, Motto, and Business Cards, 
844x2t Chromo Mottoes and Panels; also, Crayons, 
Engravings, and Picture Frames of all kinds. Our 
Chromos and Frames are so good and so cheap, that 
dealers and agents can make money faster by their 
sale than at any other line of business. Send for cata- 
logues. J. LATHAM &CO., Art Publishers, 63 Essex 
and 92 Chauncey Sts., Boston, Mass. 


PRESTON, KEAN & CO., 
BANKERS, 


CHICAGO, 


Buy, sell, and exchange all issues of U. 8. 
Bonds. 


Full rates for Called Bonds. 

Four per cent’s constantly on hand, 

Deal in County, City, School, and State Bonds. 
Foreign Exchange. Letters of Credit. 


DOOR LIFTER. 

With this littie jack a boy of 
ten years can sa‘ely oil squeaking doors, 
for it will not throw them a OFF thats hinges. 
faves time, temper, and nerves, Sent 
prepaid to any addr ess in the United States 
on receipt of he mony nr 0. Agents wanted. 

8. B. FORBES, West Winsted, Conn. 








Good News. 





QEND for Catia. Unday-SChOO! BOOKS a 
Papers lished ¢ by the erican School 
Raton No 1122 Cheatnnt Street. eet. Philadelphia. 





BOYS and GIRLS, if fea Want to earn money 


send 10c., and stamp for Samples. 
Mention No. 1, Central Printing Co., St. Louis, Mo. 


\osraee or MARCHE” for Milline & Fan 
/ Goods. 43 N. 8th Street, Ph Goods sen mt tby mail. 
i EVELL'S classified ~ rene “catalogue of 8. 8, 
oppiies free to any address. F. H. Revell. Chicago. 


\ ARRIGUES MROG Salle, Pa., 5.8. L Shappiies. 
G Catalogue free. 


JERUSALEM, 5**Fecsee reeraple Views Bre. 8 Reaches, 


Catalogue, 3 cts. A. 0. Van Lennep, Mon Monte lair, N. J. 
SEND FOR CATALOG UES to 
Cassell, Petter & Galpin, New York. 
APPLETONS JOUBNAL— art Journal.— — Popular 
Arience Monthly. The RB Advertising Medisona 


Beatty's Celebrated Pianos & Organs, Washingioa.NCJ. 
In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publisher, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tisement in The Sunday School Times, 





AGENTS WANTED. 
BOOK AGENTS WANTED for the NEW 


mprehensive 
can. Commentary 


THis GREAT WoRK combines in a single volume, 
the Commentaries of JAMIESON, FAUSSET, BRowN, 
HENRY, and Scort, with the entire Text of the Bible, 
The pian of the work brings the full Bible Text and the 
Combined Notes at once before the reader, thus enabling 
him to know mstantly the critical meaning of any pas- 
sage, as well as its devotional character, practical 
application, etc., etc., without so much as turning a 
leaf. It contains over 50,000 PARALLEL PASSAGES 

inted in full at the side ot the Text. The whole work 
{s magniticontly illustrated with fine engravings, and 
a complete series of accurate and elegant new Maps 
and Plans based on the latest biblical researches. This 
grand work will be found the fullest, most convenient, 
and in every way “THE BEST” Commentary for 
prection use, and isso endorsed by the best Biblical 

— The Sunday School Times says it is ‘THE 


5 specimen pages (one number) mailed for 
50 cents in postage stamps. Circulars with full infor- 
mation free. First-class agents wanted. Address, 

A.D. WORTHINGTON & CO, Publishers, 
Hartford, Conn, — 


‘THE ONLY 


Object-Teaching Bible. 


“T am satisfied that it is what it professes to be, an 

pi yng om | Bible. Whilst eager illustrations 

ust be pictures, it does pot follow that pictures are 
illustrations. Far from it. In many cases they not 
only divert attention, but obscure, rather than illus- 
traie. In this Bible. whilst the pictures are of a fine 
artistical character, they help to understand the text, 
and are vivid commentaries. And what I consider an 
excellent peculiarity, any A as guide-boards, are at the 
pro per places, and L.-T hand point out the road, 

he reader has no occasion to hunt after the proper il- 
lustration ; it isbefore him, hard by thetext. He must 
be very active and persevering to miss it. This Bible 
will be a help in the Bible a and Sunday — as 
well as in the family.”—R&r VM. PATTON, 

I wish Agents in every ee I will guaran ntee m 
from 30 to nd ge = of age, who show skill in collin 
the book, and hiring agents, after a short experience 
from 9600 to $2,000 a year. Give age, experience, an 
guarantee EA  | Send this. 


Ww. J. HOLLAND, Springfield, Mass, 








Ww AGENTS WANTED for the 

BY PROF. HERBERT W. MORRIS, A. M., D. a 
The Grand History of the WorLD BEFORE ADAM. 
Its dateless origin, thrilling and mysterious changes in 
poy a fit abode for man. The beauties, wonders 
and realities of PLAN asshown by ScIENCE. So plain, 
clear and easily understood that all read it with 
delight. Strongest commendations. Send forcircular 
and extra terms. 


J. ©. MeCURDY & OO., Philadelphia. 


Rare Books for Agents. 


“SAMANTHA AT THE CENTENNIAL” 
A 
“ BACK FROM I THE MOUTH OF HELL.” 
Y A REFORMED INEBRIATE. 


Two of the most powertul ~~ ever nga 3 Their 
Sgn and merit make si Address 


certain. 
for AMERICAN PUBLISHING CO., Hart- 
ford, ' Ghicago, Ill L 


BI Ca PAY. -—With Stencil 1 Outfits | What costa 4 ols 
phe ove we Washington St.. Boston, Mass. ‘ 


ABBOTTS Lapes AES " epameaned NEW 
WITH NOTES, piendid work ‘for oom. ey 
ee it. All 2 na spend te 

DSPEED & ©O., New Jor ra Cincinnati, Ohio. 


make quick sales and the best 
AG FNTSe rofits selling our New Books, 
RGolden Thoughts on Mother, 


Home, and Heaven,” “Curiosities of the Bible.” 
Moody's Authorized Sermons. Bibles, etc. Send ee 
for full particulars. EK. B. TREAT, Publisher, 

Broadway, z. A 




















AT ONE VIEW, 


THE LARGE REVIEW CHART places before 
the school the titles, topics, golden texts, central 
truths, and teachings of twelve lessons at one 
view. It is printed in large letters, easily read 
from any part of the room, on sheets 


5 ft. wide and 33 long. 


Try it at the review on the last Sabbath in 
March. It costs only 25 cents. 


The Superintendent’s Review Paper 
has full plans for review. Price, 2 cents. 

The Scholars’ and Teachers’ Review 
Paper has responsive exercises, questions, etc 
75 cents per 100 copies, 

Address 


No charge for postage. 
American Sunday-school Union 
1122 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia; 10 Bible 


House, New York ; 73 Randolph Street, Chicago ; 
207 North Sixth Street, St. Louis. 


BACK NUMBERS. 


The Publisher of the Labor of Love is prepared to 
furnish this excellent paper in a semi-monthly or 
weekly edition, made up of back numbers, pure and 
fresh, Just as good as the current number, at the fol- 
lowing low rate. ae papers are not dated, and can 
be used at any tim: 

feeni-momthiy, 100 copies, one year, $23.00. 
Weekly, 100 copies, one year, $52.00, 
10 or more copies, Same rate per year. 


_Getspecimen. Epwin A. WILSson, Springfield, Ill. 


The 8 « English Literature. By Lucy Cecil White. 
tinge, 


25. 
The lives, times, influence, ons works of great 
authors, Prepared in E d with 


nglan access to old 
rare Manuscripts. No Yatudent can ‘afford 


Records an 
to be whee. it. wr ys on ors of gg 





THE STUDENT'S EDITION 
OF THE 


Speakers Commentary 


ON THE HOLY BIBLE. 


Abridged and edited b 


the Rev. Jonun M. FULLER, 
qr 50. be completed in 


volumes. Vol I., small 8vo. 


The Speaker's Commentary on the Bible has se 

ured for itself a recognized place as the es 
work of its ciass available for English readers. 

The object of the present abridgment is to ‘give in- 
forma ion sufficient to enable any reader to under- 
stand the Holy Scriptures, to acquaint him witn the 
conclusions of learned investigations, and to supply 
him with satisfactory answers to current misinterpre- 
tations. 


The Witness of ‘the Psalms to 
Christ and Christianity. 


THE BAMPTON LECTURES, 1876. 


By WILuiaM ALEXANDER, D.D., D.C.L., Lord Bisho 
of Derry and Raphoe. 1. ‘Edition, Revised an 
greatiy Enlarged, 8vo, $2.75 
“The Bishop has chosen a anne and noble subject; 

one which he is pre-eminently qualified to deal with, 
and on which we have no hesitation in saying he has 

aiv en us a solid, instructive, and a most charming 
book.” —John Bull. 





By mail, post-paid, on receipt of prices. 
E. P. DUTTON & CO., PUBLISHERS, 
713 Broadway, New York. 


THE WICKET GATE, 


BY THE REV. W. W. NEWTON. 


$1.25. 


THE KING IN HIS BEAUTY, 


BY THE REV. 


16mo. 


RICHARD NEWTON, D D. 


6 fine Illustrations. 16mo. $1.25. 
BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 
The Jewel Case. 6vols____.-.-.----$7 50 
The Wonder Case. 6 vols__-----.-- 7 50 


7 
Rays from the Sum__..___.---------- 1 25 
Little and Wise. REV. W. W. NEWTON, 1 25 


A. L. O. E. Library, 55 ‘ata $40.00. 
(In a neat case.) 

Carters’ Cheap S. S. Library, No. 1 
50 vols. in a Case, net, $20.00. 
Carters’ Cheap S. 8. ‘Library, No. 2, 
50 vols. in a case, net, $20.00. 


Send for our New Catalogue of Books for the Young. 





S. 8. Libraries supplied on favorable terms, 
and with great care in the selection, both from 
our own list and that of other Publishing Houses 
and Societies. 


ROBERT CARTER & BROTHERS, 


530 Broapway, New YorE. 


JUST OUT! 
NEW CONCERT EXERCISES. 


The Bow in the Cloud. Music and Musical Instru- 
ments of the Bible. Flowers. Anniversary. The 
Twelve Foundations of the a City. 

Price, 5 cents each. Seto: five mailed, post-paid, on 
receipt of 25 cents. 


SCRIPTURE PICTURES. 


We have imported the finest lot of Scripture Pic 
tures ever introduced here. Printed in colors, beauti- 
fully executed after originals painted by Paul Handler, 
Just the thing for Sunday-school Rewards. 48 different 
designs, 24 on Oid Testament and 2ion New Testament, 
mounted in mats, size 6;x4' inches; put up in packs 
of 12, as follows: 

No. 1, Old Testament, per pack, | ” cents. 





“ 3, New “ “ 4 “ 
“ 4 “ “ 5 CT 

Mailed, post- paid, on receipt of price. 

We have constantly on hand a full supply of every- 
thing needed by Sunc ay -schools. Prompt attention to 
all orders. WARD & eo (successors to 
Uv. a4 Ward), 150 Nassau St. 

8.—Will remove to 116 RO St., , May 2. 





Mr. E. P. Rok’s latest work, “A Face Illu- 
mined,” gets this warm praise from so compe- 
tent a literary authority as The National Quar- 
terly Review: 

** The sudden and great popularity which came to Mr, 
Roe a few years since, gave us the natural fear that he 
would thereafter be content to trade upon his reputation 
—a too common vice with both American and English 
writers—instead of striving earnestly to attain a still 
higher ideal. We have been happily disappointed. ‘A 
Face Iliumined’ is the best, as well as the latest, of Mr. 
Roe’s works. The author's talent as a story-teller ta 
increasing ; his artistic sonse is becoming finer. We feet 
gratefulto Mr. Roe for giving us one more proof that Art 
can go hand in hand with high moral purpose without 
losing any of her beauty and fascination.” 


A FACE ILLUMINED. 


12mo, $1.50. 
Published November last. 
18th Thousand now Selling. 
DODD, MEAD, & CO., PuBLIsSHERs, 
751 Broadway, New York. 





5000! Spee os 5000!!! 
Of the little 64 about the great 
of Texas, its wo fal = Fee of rare _——- 
ments, any stock, gold or silver 
on anya of 3 coms stamp. ©. H. 
er, Davenpert, lowa. 
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Lesson Teacher. 


A QUARTERLY OF 8 PAGES. 

A specimen copy sent free to any Pastor 
or Superintendent on receipt of one cent 
to pay postage. 


The number for first Quarter of 1879 contains asimple 
gad _ tical four-page review for the last Sunday of 


SUGENE R, SMITH, Publisher, 78 Bible House, N. Y. 


Enlarged bf Improved ! 


The Berean Quarterly 


FOR 879, 
SECOND QUARTER, 


Contains, besides other valuable matter, 


1. Engravings, illustrating Places, Institutions, Man- 
ners and Customs referred to in the Lessons. 


2 Acomplete Bible Dictionary for the Quarter’s Lessons. 
3. Word Pictures of the Lessons. 


4. Supplemental Lessons in Bible History and Chronology, 
& new and valuable feature. 


5. A Review Ooncert Exercise for a public service of the 
Sunday-school. 


6. Twelve outline Bible Readings. 

7. New Music. 

8 Blanks for a Written Examination. 
Twenty-five cents a year. 
Send seven cents for a specimen number. 


NELSON & PHILLIPS, Publishers, 


85 BROADWAY,N. Y. 





A SPECIAL OFFER! 


To Sunday-schools looking for the best 
scholars’ helps on the International Lessons, 
Part XI. of THE SCHOLARS’ HAND- 
BOOK by Rev. Edwin W. Rice, having 
the lessons for the first six months of 1879 
will be furnished for use during the second 
} pone on trial, or for introduction, at 

cents a copy. "Only 30 cents for a class 
of six scholars ! 

Those who order at once will have the 
benefit of the March lessons. Address 


American Sunday School Union, 


1122 Chestnut St., Philad’a; 10 Bible House, 
New York; 73 Randolph St., Chicago; 207 
North Sixth St., St. Louis. 


AIDS | FOR BIBLE STUDENTS. 


Great! in ee ee: Never before so low.— A com- 
plete tine morocco, flexible, covered 
edge, w yr, 8 references, index, concordance, 
maps and {la Dooney fo: rmerly $5. A complete 
Tlust pp.—now 50c., former!) 


ible Concordance, with over 30,000 ref- 

erences—now 35c., formerly 7ic. Sent ipa on 
pecs’ of peice. BU. K & CO., Publishers, 306 
nut St., Phila. 





My 


aNUFAcTORY 


JRATTLEBOR?: 


J. ESTEY & CO. 


BRATTLEBORO’, VT, 
a@ SEND FOR ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE.“@a 


The manufacture of these widely known instruments 
was begun in 1846, and American enterprise and skill 
have steadily developed this business until now it is 
the largest Reed Organ manufactory in the world. The 
unsolicited testimony of the most careful judges places 
the ESTEY ORGAN at the head of all others of its class. 
Send for the new illustrated catalogue. 


BEFORE BUYING ‘OR , RENTING A 


CABINET OR PARLOR ORGAN 


Be sure to send for our LATEST CaTaLoeurand Crr- 
COLARS With NEW STYLES, REDUCED PRICES and 
much information. Sent free. MASON & HAMLIN 
ORGAN OO., Boston, New York, or Chicago, 


Tr you want a cheap lesson help for your school and 

atthe same time a good one, send for sam les of 
The Weekly Lesson Leaf published at the o: of 
The Sunday School Times. Price, 60 cents per hun- 
dred a month. 


About The Scholars’ Quarterly. 





The circulation of The Scholars’ Quarterly is larger for this quarter than ever before, reaching 
150,000 copies. With its increased circulation the publisher has been enabled to make improve- 
ments in it, which otherwise could not have been afforded. The additional pages of familiar 
and appropriate music, together with the colored maps and other new features, have made it 
more helpful and popular than ever. Every one pronounces the book wonderfully cheap for 
what it furnishes. Will you not try it in your school? You can subscribe for only three months 
at a time, if you prefer it. Many superintendents who could not raise $25 at once for a hundred 
copies one year, have found that they can easily raise $6.25 every three months. You will find 
your teachers and scholars willing to pay for a really good thing,—if they are once permitted to 








try it. 


Send seven cents for a specimen copy. 


Address 


JOHN 0. WATTLES, Publisher, 610 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 





WEMPLE & 


ART PUB 


KRONHEIM, 


LISHERS, 


J. C. MIDDLETON, Manager. 
Salesroom, 79 White St. Factory, 536, 538, and 540 Pearl St., New York. 


We are able to offer to the Trade FLORAL ILLUMINATED and PICTORIAL CARDS in 
adapted for EASTER, BIRTHDAY, ADVERTISING CARDS, and many other purposes. 
apoualiy of the most attractive 


varieties, 
e make a 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL AND DAY SCHOOL REWARD CARDS, 


At prices —— — es grease inducements to Superintendents and Teachers, and they are recommended to apply 


for our ksellers’ and Stationers’. 

ln Nisit a cal i QUALITY our goods are equal 
the best Arai 

In t+ - ng 
our varieties, and shall produce many nove.ties 


to the FINEST IMPORTED, and lower in price than 


‘ourselves to the Trade as art Publishers, we would state that we shall constantly increase 








An Illustrated 
Dictionary 


<¥- 


EVERY TEACHER, STUDENT, and BUSINESS MAN should have acopy. Contains 320 and 


more than 250 Engravings, and gives the correct Speiling, 


pages, 
Definition, and Pronunciation of all the Principal 


Words in the English Language, together with an append x of Foreign Wordsand Phrases, Abbreviations, etc. 
Printed on tinted paper and neatly bound in Extra —— —_— Embossed sides. To every "reader of this og 


we will send one of these handy Dictionaries on rece 
this adv ertisement will not appear regan. Address, RI 


176 


Pages of the choicest 
Music for Sunday 
Schools, Prayer 
and Praise Meet- 












CLERGY 
MES, ings, anda — 
PERINTEN- selectiono 


BOOK ever published. 
Contains 176 pages of the 
choicest music,including an 
elementary department on 
“Theory of Music” by J. H.- 
Kurzenknabe, besides contribu- 
tions from over 60 of the best Hymn 
and Music writers in theland. Sin- 
gle copy 35¢e.—#3.60 per dozen—#30. 
100. CRIDER & BROTHER, 
Publishers, YORK, PA. 

appropriate and noble 


——. music by the best word 





A new collection ot 
devotional hymns, with 


and music writers of 
the day. The collection 
will well repay exami- 
nation. Price, $30 per 
hundred. Specimen 


copies by mail, 30 cents. 
Specimen pages gratis. 
PUBLISHED BY 
F.A. NORTH &CO. 
1308 Chestnut St, Phila. 





Is the best Musical Monthly 

ublished—10 to 16 pages. New 

usic each number, besides an 

elegant portrait of some musi- 

cal celebrity, and 8 pages of reading matter. Fifth 
year. CasH com aehaaene to Hon «st Agents, who are 
wanted in every town. Price, a; 10 per year, postpaid. 


Sample copies 15 cts. each. Roe Stephens, Detroit, ch. 


PIRITUAL SONGS: 112 pages, 245 hy mns. Good 
p*inis: excellence of bymns,sweetness of music,low 
price ; 2c. , $20 per 100. Barker & Smeliie, Cleveland, oO. 
Ow TO SING. Any one can learn Pa 50c., 
Cloth. 75c. Address G. W. Cro 


per, 
psby, F Florence. N. J. 


Scrap Pictures, 10c. = 
Trans sfer Pictures “Joe. 
Florat Embossed unde, 
10c.; 10 Perforated Mottoes, 
10c.; 4Chromo Mottoes,10c.; 
4 Fine 68 Chromos, 10c.; 
1 Floral FOR | 10e. 
ALL FOR 50%! 
J. W. FRIZZELL, Baltimore, Md. 


Postpaid. Stamps taken. 











In ordei ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publisher, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tisement in The Sunday School Times. 


t 0 k 49 Cents. Stamps Taken. Order at once, as 
TickiAtodge & CO., hommenncenad Brooklyn, N. Y. 


VALUABLE INFORMATION Fannie. 


xt to the system 
a discovery yet made in Loulieare. Without’ — 
outlay ef money, an increase oO} from ik ot RG cent. 
can be obtained in the cropof MA 


POTATOES 


Proved by two years’ experience. Cos‘s no‘hing but time 
during Winter or early Spring to prepare the seed. Full 
directions sent for $1, payable after trial, »t matnrity of 
crop. IsaiaH T. CLYMER, Quakertown, Bucks Co.,Pa. 











CRANBERRY PLANTS. 


In variety by mail. New varieties, ripen early. and 
prolific bearers. Send for circular giving mode of cul- 
ture, soil, price, etc. F. TROWBRIDGE, Milford, Ct. 


5 het of 
Small 
Fruit 
Fles ts. 
For family use, Strawberry, Raspberry, lackberry, 
Gooseberry, Currants. Grapes. PaRILTIES. 
The most LIBERAL OFFER of the season. 


$15 WORTH OF PLANTS FOR $85. 
8&3” Send for Descriptive Catalogue. Address 
E. P. ROE, Cornwall on Hudson, N. Y. 


My catalogue of 
’ Northern Grown 
Seeds (for the 
field and garden) | iss 
mailed FREE to 
intending pur- 
Sa chasers every- 

~ where. Address 
WILLIAM RENNIE, 


TORONTO, CANADA. 









Successorsto Mason & Co 
FINE STATIONERY 
& ENGRAVING, 




















A BEAUTIFUL PORTRAIT size cal 


be made from a commo pb or other picture. 
We wiillsend full deanriptions price, etc., to ry 
man who will act as our — To such a 

offer a permanent and datie business of the hig highest 
respectability. Auburn Copying Co., Auburn, N. Y. 








Horsford’s 
ACID PHOSPHATE. 


(LIQUID.) 

For Dyspepsia, Mental and Physi- 
cal Exhaustion, Nervousness, 
Diminished Vitality, Urinary 
Difficulties, etc. 


Prepared according to the directions of E. N. Hors- 
ford, late Pro.ess.r in Harvard University. 


There seems to be no difference of opinion in high 
medica! authority. of the value of_pho«phoric acid, 
an‘ no preparation has ever been offered tothe puvlic 
which seems to so happily meet the general want as 
this. 

It is not nauseous, but agreeable to the taste. 

No danger can attend its use. 

Its action will harmonize with such stimu- 
lants as are necessary to take. 

It makes a delicious drink with water and 
sugar only. 


Prices reasonable. Pamphlet giving further par- 


ticulars mailed free on application to manu acturers. 


Manufactured by the RUMFORD CHEMICAL 
WORKS, Providence, KR. I. 


Ret 





TS 
pentane 10 S 


Thousands of Infants are slowly starving because ot 
the inability of mothersio — proper nourishment. 
Do not fail to use Ridge’ 8 Food. 


INDEXICAL SILVER SOAP. | 


For Cleaning and Polishing Silver and Plated Ware, 
Window Giass, Mirrors, Marble, Paint, &c. his is 
the most convenient and effective preparation jor these 
purposes ever offered to the pubiic. It may be used 
even by inexperienced heip with entire safety, as it 
contaius nothing that can possibly injure the finest 
plate or jewelry. any of our largest Manutacturers 
and Importers of Silver and Plated Ware have used 
this> ot — bave given ittheir unqualified approval. 

CA N.—The original and only genuine Silver 
oe 4 a world-wide as the Indexical Si:ver 
Soap, and is the only proper thing to use tor cleaning 
Silver, Electro Plated Goods, Marble, Jeweiry, Statu- 
ary, &e. Made onl. y by meeemunnal Bros. & Co., nD. 





The Proof 


Of our success in giving satisfaction to those 
who order goods by mail is that although, 
before the opening of last season’s trade, we 
carefully trained a ome § force of clerks for 
our newly organized Mail Department for 
Samples and Supplies, the business was so 
ee St, ees ee to the hundreds 
of letters received meat the clerks in this 


de ent were compelled to work long after 
0! business hours, it being inadvisable, 
in a of such particular work, to add per- 
sons not acquainted with our ent system. 


er proof of our success is that 

although the hurried season is over, and busi- 
ness generally comparatively dull, this d 
ment is yet so crowded that its daily business 
cannot be finished during usual hours. 

Requests for samples and orders for 
goods are attended to with the most thorough 
promptness and precision. Nothing sent out 
unless believed to be just what is wanted, but 
if not satisfactory is cheerfully exchanged or 
money refunded. 


EVERYTHING IN 





Silks and Velvets. Underwear, Corsets, etc. 
Dress Goods. Ladies’ & Children’s Shoes, 
Mourning Gooda. Men’s and Boys’ Shoes. 
Ladies’ & Children’ sSuits. Rubber Goods, Trunks, etc. 
Shawls and Cloaks. Linens, Fiannels & Muslina. 
ies’ Furnishing Men’s and Bere Clothing. 
Hosi and Gloves. Gents’ Furnis ng, 
White and Laces. Men’s and Boys’ Hats. 
oa meg enhyrs. etc. Stationery ant Silverware, 
broideries. House ng Goods. 
Ribbons, Tes, etc, China and Glassware. 
Cloths and ee Toys and Games. 
Furs and Millinery. 


Write postal card for samples or prices 
of anything desired. Register all letters 
containing money. Many bargains may be 
secured now, between seasons. Address, 


JOHN WANAMAKER, 
GRAND DEPOT, 


PHILADELPHIA. 
The Largest Dry Goods and Outjitting House. 


THE TAMPICO BUSTS 


now used in 


DR. WARNER'S HEALTH CORSET 
and Skirt Supporter are the greatest 
improvement ever mae in Corsets. They 
are s« ft a. velvet, veid_flexible aad contain 
no bcues 


The FLEXIBLE huP CORSET, 





F bones) fis with perfect ease and ts 
arrant pe ean oe Re eak over tbe hips. 
Price, $1.25. 


| For Sale by ‘ontian Merchants. 
WARNER BRO’S, 
351 Broadwe~.New York 








“THE HOLDeW CONTAINS THE INKeS 5 


HA FOUNTAIN PEN SAVES 14 TIME. ys Tae a4 
NY PEN. We to $s stamp, Clreciore ba WKB 6 NASSA N.Y. 


Get 4 BINDER FOR YOUR PAPER. 
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"PUBLISHER'S DEPARTMENT. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, 


THE SUNDAY / SCHOOL TIMES. 
From 1 to 14 copies, - - - - 
“15029 “ -*= +2 = 190 

80 Copies and upwards,- - - 1 65 
(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 











SUPERINTENDENTS’ PAPER, $ .50 $ 50. 
with hel ith help ta the tine of thelr spacial work. to which 


scholars have not access. It is published 


sand» Peril be. on receipt of its 
monly, 2a Price, oniy 
lec (incl gin the lavter Claas sanaian superia 
rate rooms), and who, when ordering It, state that 
wa 

n sending your renewalto The Su) itendents’ 
Paper Please mention the date to w oa im 
Polo addres abl on Toe Tien” 


THE WEEKLY LE LESSON LEAF. 
4 8 Cogn one one am - = § .60, 


Leas than 100 coples at same rate 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY, 
100 oe three months, - $6.25. 
100 e year, - $5.00. 

Less than “160 copies ot the exme rates. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 
Jeeeteee te Suet Beate Whew 0 ae 
Waid a money 2 ninefainmaagagalede to John D. 


7 -- 8 aullings 
niendents) Paper, one Year, - 


rates include tg sero en 


neerning Subscriptions or Advertisements 
— 


Letters co. 
should be add 
JOHN D. WATTLES, 
Publisher, 
610 CHESTNUT STREET, here ca 


The — 

The 
Th 

office. 


EDUCATIONAL. 


AMERICAN & FOREIGN 


Teachers’ Agency. 


23 Union Square, New York. 


Famili ools, and Colleges with com: 
—_ re. Gallon or address Miss M.J. Younes. 


OME SCHOOL FOR YOUNG LADIES. 
4035 Chestnut 





van fo’ thorough ed a Refers by 

Best ad wae ra y 
rmission to Clay Trumbull, Editor “of The San- 
1 Times, and Rev. 8. W. Dana, 4001 Pine 


Schoo 
Street, Philadelphia. For circulars, ad 
MRS, J. A. BOGARDUS, Principal. 


DAMS ACADEMY, QU INCY, MASS., 
ear. Board at the School Boarding House, $350 a 
year. For catalogues and information apply to the 
ter, WILLIAM EVERETT 
Agency for Schools & Teachers, 
30 UNION SQUARE, N. Y. 
Supplies GOOD teachers with positions. Application 
form stamp. Supplies Schools and 
Competent Lnstructers WITHOUT OHA RGE. 
T. COTESWORTH PINCENEY, 
% Union Square, N. Y. 
ponnan Mae FEMALE COLLEGE 
Painting TV Rey DAVID nM MOORE, D.D., President. 


ATIONAL SCHOOL OF ELOCUTION R - 
Oratory, Philad’a. J. W. Shoemaker 


[ ay So —wa— st terete 15 
ew 
25 Hall, — rE Toure Di 


SCHOLARS’ MONTHLY. 23:.% 


the Study of the International Lessons, for Advanced 
Scholars and the Bible Class. Subscription, 50 cents; 
wn clubs ef six or more, 40 cents. Send stamp for 
specimen to 64 Fifth Street. Louisville, Ky. 





If you want a revolvi Blackboard, 
write to the publisher of hool Times. 
In ordering goods, or in ayer inquiry 


concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you willoblige the publisher, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tisement in The Sunday School Times, 


















@Z 300 CHURCHES “Gy 





In and near Philadelphia have the Burdett Organ. The distinguished 
musical author and critic, James Bellak, of Philadelphia, says it is “ T'he 


Musical Wonder of the Age.” 








Address, BURDETT ORGAN CO., Limited. _ Erie, Pa. 





MUSICAL PUBLICATIONS. | 


Hymn Service. 
XCELLENT 


Every Sunday School can afford this 
NEW SONG BOOK, 
Costs only $10 ® 100 Copies. 


With 115 Hymns and Tunes, new and old, 
adapted to the 


INTERNATIONAL LESSONS. 


VANGELICAL 


HYMN SERVICE 
Meets All the Demands of Sunday School Worship. 
Sent by Mail on receipt of 15 cts. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 
73 Randolph St. | 76 East Ninth St. 
CHICAGO. |  WEW YORK. 


CONOMICAL 
1879 IN PRESS. (879 


ASA HULL’S 
Forthcoming 8. 8. Music Book, 

h of Prai 
Wreath of Praise, 
Will be issued wy. in April. It will be the usual 
style and size, 1 Price, 35 cents each; $3.60 per 
dozen ; $30 per paired. 


25.000 TO GIVE AWAY 
or ONE COPY for each 8. 8S. Superintendent who 
will send us his address, with name and location of his 
School, inclosing SIX CENTS IN STAMPS for mail- 
ing expenses. ddress, 

ASA HULL, 


243 Fourth Avenue, New York City. 


**FAVORITE SONCS.’’ 
FAOHERS. | 
































— FAVORITE OF TEA SAMPLE 
FAVORITE OF CLASSES. 
favorite of Congregations. | PAGES 
~ Sample Copy, 50 cta. Freel 








R. W. Carroll & Co.., Cincinnati, 0. 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL MUSIC BOOKS 


AT LESS THAN COST. Owing to removal we will 
sell our entire stock of Sunday-School Music Books. at the 
ore greatly reduced prices :—SONGS OF GRACE AND 
@LOR Boards, $20 per 100. ECHOES FROM ZION, 
$15. SABBATH-SCHOOL BELL, EM, 


0. 
DAY SCHOOL . Paper, 2 
- Pa Boards, esaheet ‘usic at ict. cd 
PePORACE ¥ WATERS '‘@ “SONS, 40 East 14th 8t., 


MAGIC LANTERNS. 





d STEREOPTICONS, all prices. VIEWS illustrating 


An 
ever: subject for PUBLIC E ITIONS, etc. aa" 
able 83 for in with small capital. OF Ada ei0 


for CHURCH vand BUNDAY — Entertain- 
ments and Home Amusement. 174 catalase 
free. McALLISTER, M’/'g Optician 49 ~ 8t., 


| MAGIC LANTERNS 


AND STEREOPTICONS., 
wm Public, intic, Santer -scheel. and Home Fyre 4 
ae free. Views ill 


justrating 
C. C, T- MILLIGAN, 7 AN, 728 Chestnut S St., Ph "Philad'a . 
A Profitab 
Prices Greatly Reduced. 


150,000 scholars use The Scholars’ Quarterty. 














For “ cash, we will ship to any 
—— school, a plain Walnut 
ased, 5 oct., double Reed, 7 stop 


Organ, Si new. ‘PEERLEDS ‘ORGAN COo., Port 
Colden, J. 


CHURCH ORGANS. 


OOK & HASTING 
BOSTON, MASS. 


Builders of the Grand Organ for the Cincinnati Music 
Hall; the powerful Centennial Organ; the great 
in Plymouth Church, Brooklyn; and 
ot nearly 1,000 others for every part ‘of 
the country. 


ESTABLISHED IN 1829. 


We invite attention to our new styles of PARLOR 
hy pd pom only), at prices v from $300 to 


, ORGANISTS, and others, 
are invited to , ome to us direct for all information 
connected with 

DESCRI PTIVE, CIRCULARS and specifications 
farnished on application. 


AGRICULTURAL. 


THE DINGEE & CONARD CO’S 
BEAUTIFUL EVER-BLOOMING 


ROSES 


THE BEST IN THE WORLD. 
Our Great Specialty is growing and distributing 
these Beautiful Roses. We deliver Strong Pot 
Plants,suitable ‘ae immediate bloom, safely by mail, 
at all post-offices. 5 Splendid Varieties, your 
cates; all labeled, for $13 12 for $2; 19 for $35 
for $43 35 for $5 53 75 for =e 00 for _ 
a send for our New Guide to Rose Cul 
—60 pages, elegantly illustrated —and choose oun 
over Five Hundred Finest Sorts. Address 
THE DINGEE & CONARD CO., 
Rose Growers, West Grove, Chester Co.,Pa. 


















v * 
a NS GARDEN ,FIELD & 
fe BOOK... 


ye a scARDEN 


sey, beautifvity illustrated, indispensable 
all Veter oad in gardening, mailed to alli 
BIKE enclosing 10 Cents. Ade 


K.BLISS & SONS. 
34. BARCLAY ST°N-Y.CITY. 














3 Descriptive Catalogues of 175 pages sent Free 


PETER HENDERSON & CO. 


mdt St., New Yi 
ee AND FRUIT ne 





BOWKER’S AMMONIATED 


FOOD FOR FLOWERS. 


Send two ten-cent pieces wrapped and enclosed in a 
letter for a trial mt for ya ae 
for three months, incl a little book on 
make House Plants Bloom,” by Professor Maynard, of 

the Massachusetts culbural | Coll BOWK KER 
FERTILIZER O©0O., t.. Boston ; 3 Park 
Piece. New vert. 


tal. | TS Review Chart and 1d Responsive Review Exercises 
tound in The Scholars’ are also pub- 
lished in leaflet form at 76 Bo "9 undred copies, 





WORTH REPEATING. 


THE BAGLE'S | FALL, 


LCharles G, Whiting, in the Springfield Republican. } 


The eagle—did ye see him fall?— 
Aflight beyond mid-air, 


Erewhile his mighty pinions bore him, 
His eyrie left, the sun before him; 
And not a bird could dare 
To match with that tremendous motion, 
Through fire and flood, ’twixt sky and ocean. 


But did ye see the eagle fall? 


And so ye saw the eagle fall! 
Struck in his flight of pride 
He hung in air one lightning moment, 
As wondering what the deadly blow meant, 
And what his blood’s ebb tide; 
Whirling off sailed a loosened feather— 
Then headlong pride and flight together— 
’T was thus ye saw tlhe eagle fall! 


Thus did ye see the eagle fall. 
But on the sedgy plain 


Where closed the monarch’s eye in dying, 
Marked ye the screaming and the vying, 
Wherewith the feathered train, 
Sparrow and jackdaw, hawk and vulture, 
Gathered exuiting to insult your 
Great eagle in his fall? 





SILENT FORCES. 
(The Rev. Alexander Clark, in The Sunday School. | 


Workmen in the stone-quarries some- 
times find a very hard kind of rock. They 
pick little grooves for the iron wedges, and 
then, with great sledge-hammers, drive and 
drive the wedges into the flintyrock. And 
yet, once in a while, they fail to divide the 
solid mass. The iron wedges and the 
sledges prove useless, and the workmen 
wonder at the stubborn rock. 

But there is yet another way. The iron 
wedges are removed from the narrow 
grooves. Then little wooden wedges, of a 
very hard fibre, are selected. Now you 
begin toshake your heads and think, “ Well, 
if iron wedges will not do, how is it possi- 
ble for wooden wedges to ‘be used success- 
fully?” Just wait, until weexplain. The 
sharp, well-made wooden wedges are first 
put into water. They are then inserted in 
the grooves tightly while wet, and water is 
kept in the grooves, and no sledge i is needed 
to drive them. They would break under 
the severe blows of the ponderous hammer. 
But the workmen just let the wet wedges 
alone. They will do what the driven iron 
failed todo. How so? The damp wood 
swells. The particles must have room to 
enlarge. And the granite-hearts of the 
rocks cannot withstand this silent influence. 
In a little while the solid rock parts from 
top to bottom, and the workmen's will is 
accomplished. 

It isso, often, in other things. What noise 
and visible effort fail to do, some quiet 
| stoke when applied, will surely achieve. 

eacheras may remember this fact in 
mechanics, and manage some very stubborn 
natures by the application of the silent 
furces. The iron and the sledge-hammers 
often fail. But tears, prayers, and a patient 
example, never fail. 





THE IDEAL AND THE REAL. 


[Prof. William Mathews, in The Standard. } 


The great Catholic writer, Count Joseph 
De Maistre, in a letter to a friend at the Sar- 
dinian Court, says: “ You are kind enough 
to caution me against the heat of my style. 

I will only add, it is impossible to have my 
style without having my defects. Would 
you have fire which does not burn, or water 
which does not wet? A word more on a 
certain Parisian irony for which I have a 
turn, which I may sometimes abuse. When 
irony is uetiont upon nothings, it is a silly 
superfluity. Itis not the same when it 
sharpens the reasoning,—when it makes a 
puncture, so to 8 , to let it pass through, 

as the needle does the thread.” In this 
frank scieatloliansient we have one of the 
thousand illustrations that might be cited 
of the truth that there is no excellence 
without some corresponding drawback ; 
that the greatest writer or artist cannot 
eSC& from ' himself,—cannot avoid the 
inevitable fate of all, which is to have the 
faults of their qualities. It is a fact well 
understood by every competent art-critic, 
that faultless precision of detail is the sure 
mark of mediocrity ; anomaly, the invari- 
able characteristic of the highest order of 
genius in every branch of imitative art. 
Great poets and novelists do not hesitate to 
disregard the strict rules of narrative prob- 
ability, especially when they are likely to 
hurt the general effect of a composition. 
The great Italian painters and sculptors did 
not scruple, at times, to violate truth and 
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nature where a rigid adherence to them 
would have defeated their aims. Some- 
times they made a shadow fall on objects 
which, on strictly optical principles, it 
would not have reached ; at other times, a 
figure in the background of a picture was 
drawn larger or smaller, more or less dis- 
tinct, than the strict rules of perspective 
Ye ae 

An artist cannot tell all the truth and show 
everything in a picture, he must concen- 
trate his force, and therefore we do not com- 
plain at the omission or even misrepresen- 
tation of some of the accessories, if the 
capital object is portrayed with vividness, 
beauty, and truth. It is true that these 
omissions or misrepresentations cannot, 
abstractly, be defended ; and so far a Turner 
who gives us half-finished cows and don- 
keys, and aShakespeare that makes Bohemia 
a seaport and arms the Romans of Pharsalia 
with the Spanish rapier of the sixteenth 
century, must yield the palm of superiority 
to merely mechanical artists, who are 
“coldly correct and critically dull.” But 
we must remember that had Turner and 
Shakespeare been scrupulous about details 
and ambitious of microscopic excellence, 
they would not have been Turner and 
Shakespeare, and the world would have 
lacked a “Venice” and a “ Macbeth.” 
Indeed, the great difference between a great 
artist and a little one lies in their respec- 
tive powers of generalization,—in the com- 
parative adroitness and skill with which 
they balance the general and the particular. 
— — has the courage to commit 
faults; he neglects or casts aside many 
petty details, that he may give expression 
to greater truths; while a feeble painter 
guards every detail, and prides himself on 
the number of partic to which he 
faithfully adheres. So with oratory, his- 
tory, biography, and essays ; the masters in 
these departments of speaking and writing 
aim, as a rule, at a general end or impres- 
sion, instead of wasting their time upon 
minutiz or little effects. They cull, pick, 
square, reject, and amalgamate their mate- 
rials, so as to produce a certain unity of 
effect. In short, they group instead of ana- 
lyzing, and produce by,a few master touches 
results which pre-Raphaelite minuteness 
and laborious finish would mar. 

What can be more unjust, therefore, than 
that petty criticism so common in our 
journals and reviews, which overlooks the 
main qualities of a literary or artistic pro- 
duction, in a microscopic examination ot 
the details? There are critics so constituted 
that they are utterly blind to the merits ot 
a painting or a poem, if they detect a few 
faults or flaws, when, haps, these very 
faults may serve as foils to set off the excel- 
lence of the work as a whole, and even the 
discordance of details may contribute to the 
general harmony of effect. They are 
almost ready to smash a painted window in 
their anxiety to destroy an insect on it, and, 
as Whately says, in looking at a peacock’s 
train, they would fix on every spot where 
the feathers were worn, or the colors faded, 
and see nothingelse. A late writer, speak- 
ing of the subtleties in which some of the 
Homeric critics have indulged, justly 
observes that there is no one of their prac- 
tices more fallacious or pernicious than 
that, lately so much in vogue, of picking 
petty flaws and holes in the mechanical 
structure of the poems, while ali their grand- 
er features of moral and poetical harmony 
are overlooked. “ Against such an ordeal 
no epic composition, even if indited by the 
pen of Calliope herself, could stand for a 
moment.” A critic of this stamp once 
weht through sveral pcems of Hans Chris- 
tian Andersen, noticing the number of 
times he had used the word “beautiful,” or 
some similar word,—which, at last, led a 
little girl, six-years old, who had listened 
with surprise to the strictures, to take up 
the book, and pointing to the conjunction 
“and,” observed: There is still a little 
word, sir, that you have not scolded about.” 








Subscribers wishing to keep their copies of 
The Times in good condition, and have them 
at hand for reference, should use a binder. 
We can send by mail, postage paid, a strong, 
plain binder for $1.00, or a handsome one, 
half leather, for $1.50. These binders have 
been made expressly for The Times, and are 
of the best manufacture. The papers can be 
placed in the binder week by week, thus 
keeping the file complete. Address, 

JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 


610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


standing of The Sunday School Times 


be expected in the future. 


PROF. AUSTIN PHELPS, D.D. 
PROF. TAYLER LEWIS, D.D. 
PROF. A. C. KENDRICK, D.D. 
PROF. D. R. GOODWIN, D.D. 
PROF. W. C. WILKINSON, D.D. 
PROF. T. W. COIT, D.D. 
PROF. C. H. TOY, D.D. 
PROF, W. 8. PLUMER, D.D. 
PROF. J. L. M. CURRY, D.D. 
PROF. M. B, RIDDLE, D.D. 
PROF. JOHN 8. HART, LL.D. 
PROF. C. A. YOUNG, PH.D. 
EDWARD EGGLESTON. 
CHARLES DUDLEY WARNER. 
PAUL H. HAYNE. 
WILLIAM CULLEN BRYANT. 
ROSE TERRY COOKE. 
MARGARET J. PRESTON. 
BENSON J. LOSSING, LL.D. 
WASHINGTON GLADDEN. 
PRESIDENT R. B. HAYES. 
EX-PRESIDENT U. 8. GRANT. 
SIR CHARLES REED. 
GEN. J. R. HAWLEY, 
GEN. 0. 0. HOWARD. 


FIFTY WRITERS. 


Fifty of the more prominent contributors to Taz Sunpay ScHoot TimEs 
during the past three years are named below. This list shows something of the 


among the religious papers of the land, 


and the readers of the paper may safely count it a fair indication of what is to 


BISHOP A. C, COXE, D.D. 
BISHOP E, pk SCHWEINITZ, D.D. 
W. M. TAYLOR, D.D. 
HOWARD CROSBY, D.D. 
JOHN HALL, D.D. 
C. 8. ROBINSON, D.D. 
WILLIAM ORMISTON, D.D. 
GEORGE DANA BOARDMAN, D.D. 
THE REV. NEWMAN HALL, LL.B. 
THEODORE L. CUYLER, D.D. 
RICHARD NEWTON, D.D. 
J. H. VINCENT, D.D. 
Pres. JOHN F. HURST, D.D. 
Pres. W. W. PATTON, D.D. 
Pres. PAUL A. CHADBOURNE, LL.D. 
Pres. E. M. GALLAUDET, LL.D. 
Pres. H. G. WESTON, D.D. 
Pres, G. W. C. LEE, LL.D. 
WILLIAM C. PRIME, LL.D. 
ELIHU BURRITT. 
JOSEPH COOK. 
DWIGHT L. MOODY. 
IRA D. SANKEY. 
JOHN B. GOUGH. 
EDWARD KIMBALL. 








extent of the three captivities, a 


20 C 


Will secure a 
for 3 months. 


~ 3 CENTS | 


Will secure a copy of THE NATIONAL GOR ER ee nt healt 

for penmeng! February, and March. The rly contains 

two pages devoted to each lesson, there are 6 pages of Music, a Map 
odel Program, an ——t 

a Review Exercise, and a Temperance Lesson. The Type is Cl 

and the appearance of the page Open and Attractive. 








an e 
showing the 

nsive Exercise, 
ear and Distinct, 


ENTS 


copy of THE NATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER, on trial, 
Hecelar yearly subscription, $1.50; clubs of 5 or more, $1.25 each. 


ADAMS, BLACKMER, & LYON PUB. CO.. CHICAGO, ILL. 





BIBLE 


PRICE :—Single copy 5 cents. 


7 Tremont Temple, Boston; 
76 East Ninth Street, N. Y.; 





25 QUARTERLY 


FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOL SCHOLARS. 
SECOND QUARTER, 1879. 


“In this second quarter more space has been given to music than the first quarter. 
In packages of five and upwards 3 cents. Send orders to 


AMERICAN BAPTIST PUBLICATION SOCIETY, 
} 1420 Chestnut St., Phila. {2Rendolh Sirest, Chicago: 


This new 
tee for 
the first quarter 
was so well re- 
ceived that in less 
than one month it 
had acirculation of 


40,000 
COPIES. 


209 North Sixth St., St. Louis, 








CHURCH 


FURNITURE. 
BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY 
Bells of Pure Copper and Tin for Churches, 


Schools, Fire Alarms, Farms, ete. FULLY 
WARRANTED. Catalogue sent Free. 


VANDUZEN & TIFT, Cincinnati, O. 
MENEELY & KIMBERLY, 


Bell Founders, Troy, New York, 
mpererens ceas SAILS ton 
E Siaseate’ Catelegas coat en, ; 
J. & R. LAMB, Church Furniture, 
ON TABLES, PULPITS, ETC. 
Silk and Gold §. §. Banners, $5.00 each- 
Send for Circular,59 Carmine St.N.Y 
























Sett Complete in Plush, . . . 
Made in solid black walnut and finished in the most 


egant manner. 30 other styles, $45 to $500 per sett. 
Pew cushions, 35 cts., to $1.25 per foot. Church, Chapel, 
and Sunday-school Furniture on hand of the latest 
and most approved patterns, or made to order at short 
notice. Pho! phs, with Price List, sent by mail if 
applied for. 


Paine’s Manufactory, 


48 CANAL STREET, 
AND 141 FRIEND STREET 
BOSTON, MASS. 





Great Reduction in Price. 
CAXTON PRESS. 
Self-Inking. 
Inving from $28 to $68; will dc the 
work ot 8 ta Pree. Preanes UL, 
CURTIS & MT" 


& M 
15 Federal St., Boston, M: 
"Batablished 1847 


Barlow's Indigo Blue. 


Its merits as a WASH BLUE have been fully 
tested and endorsed by thousands of housekee 
Your grocer ought to haveit onsale. Ask for him for it. 

D. 8. WILTBERGER. gic 
No, 238 North Second &t., Philadelphin. 


Ladies Purchasing 


CORSETS 


SHOULD EXAMINE 
MADAM FOY’S IMPROVED 


CORSET 

SKIRT SUPPORTER 
Sa For Health. Comfort and Ele- 
ance of Form, it has no rival, and 
+4 is really the most perfect Skirt 
d po ete J Corset made. For 
@ sale by all leading dealers. Manu- 
factured by 

FOY & HARMON, 


New Haven, Conn. 


LA: 
Agents Wanted everywhere to sell 
to families, hotels, and large con. 
| sumers; largest stock in the coun- 
try; he best. 


quality and terms t 









Quer storekeepers should call or write THE 
WE TEA C©O.,201 Fulton8t., N. Y., P.O. Box 2560. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA, 
INCORPORATED 1825. 


Capital, $490,000.00. - - = Assets, 481.36. 
OH DEVEREUX, pans 





@ CBO 
‘1 THOMBOM aett eoretary, 








FROM ADVERTISERS 


From F. H. Revell, Publisher, Chicago, Il. 
Have had about two hundred orders for sample 


copies from one insertion of our small advertisement 
in Sunday School Times. 


Pro Bregpeays Publishing Co., Chicago, Ill. 
June 23, ] 


The circulation of our Everybody’s Paper has 
20,000 copies in the last six months, and we 
attribute itin a large measure to advertising in The 
Sunday School Times. We consider it the best adver 
tising medium in this country. 


[From Charles F. Hill, manufacturer of the Folding 
Book Case, Hazleton, Pa.) 


Allow me to commend The Sunday School Times as 
avery valuabl advertising medium, The returns my 
advertisement [the Folding Book Case brought me, 
far exceeded an: 
stand this, but ow it is so. 


[From the Star Parlor Organ Factory of Alleger, 
Bowlby, & Co., Washington, N. J.) 
say that our standing 


It is simple justice to you to 
advertisensent of one inch has paid us a hundred fold, 
and when we have used large space on special occa- 
sions we have always experienced immediate and 
profitable returns. 


—— I ever tried. I cannot under- 
n 


[From Croft, Wilbur, & Co., Manufacturers ot Confec- 
tionery, Philadelphia.—January 7, 1878.) 
extensive newspaper advertising, we can 
_ has brought us so good 
Be ool Times. An advertise 
ns brought us cash orders 
larger share of all the states in the Union. 


{From J. J. Wilson, 763 Broadway, New York, Manu- 
facturer and Exhibitor of Stereopticons.—February 
15, 1877.] 

It isa pleasure to me to inform you that my adver- 
tising in The Sun School Times has been the most 
sat! ry of any i Rave ever done, without excep- 
tion. Before I had seen the issue containing my first 
advertisement, numerous letters satisfied me I had 
found a medium of the value, I am giad to 
ou rigidly exclude advertisements which 
to deceive by 

, and 


more that cannot ‘i- 
na fine good-will 


ro 
eve the value of your 
of your patrons is largely 
{From Horace Waters & Sons, Dealers in Pianos, 
Oren ab, at 4 East 14th Street, New York.—Feb- 
=f re sayi hat advertisi 
We take in ng t as an adve' ng 
prey By consider The Sunday School Times one 
of the we use. 


[From William 
Philadel; —August 31, 
I have been much gratified with the - 

ing my advertisement in The Sun School Times, 

and shall avail myself in the future of that paper asa 
medium superior to any other within the range of my 
perien: 


phn ty al and Publisher, 


success attend 


ex ce. 
From T. Pinckney, Proprietor of Pinck- 
t ney’s for Schools ‘= Teachers, 30 Union 

Square New York.) 

I have been so ed with the returns from my 
advertisement in e School Times that 1 
feel impelled to rt the to you. I think I incy 
safely say I have received more answers from my 
[tg in this paper than from any other J 

ve 
[From M. W. Smith & Co., 140 La Salle St., Chicago, 

TiL—January 16, 1877.) 

ore than three hundred letters were received from 
eras advertisement in The Sunday School Times, 

A. J. Weidener, Proprietor, uring the Centen- 

gts gh ty of Hutel, P! elphia.— 

July 31, 1876.} 


I believe The Sunday School Times to be one of Ls 
best mediums for adve: many branches of busi- 
ness. I do say conscientiously that I have heard from 
my advertisement in 7 paper oftener than from any 
other paper in which I have advertised this season. 


{From M. T. Richardson, Publisher of the House 
popes Companion, 29 Fulton Street, Brooklyn, 
N. _—January 19, 1877.) 

It is ve: during these times to find now 
and Bee hee wb be A like an adequate 
return for the money invested. I ve nm agree- 
ably a ae the results of my advertisement 
in your umBS. 


[From the Papyrograph Co., Norwich, Conn.—Janw 
ary 29, 1877.) 


We have received a large number of applications 
for the Papyrograph from persons who refer to you, 
ncluding one to-day from England. 

We consider yours the best medium we have tried so 
far, and feel well satisfied with the business the adver- 
tisement has brought us. 


[From Brown’s Flexible Weather Strip Co., 17 Dey St., 
New York, 


It is but just to your valuable paper, that we acknow!l- 


e its su or merits as an advertising medium. 
Vv’ oroughly tested it, and watched carefully 
the results, we can nestly state that our advertise- 


ment in The Sunday School ‘Times beongat us more 
cash orders than did our advertisement in any other 
five religious papers. Some heavy mails consisted 
largely of orders for goods in which it was stated that 
the advertisement was seen in The Sunday School 
Times. These orders were all parts of the 
country. 





The uniform rate for ordinary advertisements is 15 
cents per agate line (14 lines to an inch), each inser- 
tion, whether for one time or more. It is believed that 
this uniform low rate, which makes THE SUNDAY 
ScHOOL Tims the cheapest advertising medium, by 
far, among the religious weeklies, will meet with the 
gence approval of advertisers. The rate for Read- 
ng Notices (bourgeois type, leaded) in the Business 
Department, will 50 cents per counted line for each 
insertion, and for Special Notices (solid agate) 30 cents 
per line for each insertion. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 





PARLOR FURNITURE. 





d08. WALTON. 408, L. SCOTT. 


WALTON & Scorr, 


GABINET MAKERS, 
150 No. NINTH ST. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
(Late of 262 S. Second, and former- 
@ ly of 413 Walnut Street.) 
: BED-ROOM SUITS. 
In ordering anything advertised in this 
paper, you will oblige the publisher, as well 
as the advertiser, by stating that you saw the 
advertisement in The Sunday Sehool Times. 


? 


BOOK-CASES. 
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THIRTY=-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


New York LIFE INSURANCE Go., 


OFFICE: Nos. 346 and 348 Broadway. 


JANUARY Ist, 1879. 


Amount of Net Cash Assets, Jan. 1, 1878-._...-...-------.--.------. $34,452,905 29 
REVENUE ACCOUNT. 

Premiums received and deferred...........---.--- $6,121,856 04 

Less deferred premiums Jan, 1, 1878-------------- 396,289 26— $5,725,566 78— 


Interest received and accrued..........-...---.-- 2,264,560 48 
Less interest accrued Jan. 1, 1878-.....-...------ 315,895 35— $1,948,665 13— $7,674,231 91 





$42,127,137 20 
DISBURSEMENT ACCOUNT. 


Losses by death, including reversionary additions to same-------- $1,687,675 61 
Endowments matu and discounted, including reversionary 


SERS 20 CNB on cabhinh « ns cec ccc ecsccncgcccccnencennesse 673,051 74 
Life annuities and reinsurances..-.---.-.-.-------------------- 231,005 29 
Dividends and returned premiums on canceled policies_..---~--- 2,288,674 25 
Commissions, brokerages, agency expenses, and physicians’ fees... 518,809 94 
Taxes, office, and law expenses, salaries, advertising, printing, &e.. 417,258 78 
Reduction of values on United States and other stocks...---.---- 88,635 00 
Profit and loss account-.-.---.. MOE ANis ddachen do pron ccesmwnses 8,568 98— $5,913,679 59 





$36,213,457 G1 
ASSETS. 


Cash in bank, on hand, and in transit, (since received) _----~-~- .. $932,839 43 
Invested in United States, New York City, and other stocks, 

market value $15,415,105 34)-...-.------------------------ 14,791,267 72 
I isi ciiis idpiengciesmnenpe sick ewan ecm ncacseseih 4,582,270 42 
Bonds and mortgages, first lien on real estate, (buildings thereon 

insured for $12,860,000 and the policies assigned to the com- 

pany as additional collateral security)-...---.-------------- 14,364,158 43 
*Loans on existing policies, (the reserve held by the company on 

these polies amounts to $3,225,000) --.----.-~--------------- 621,984 93 
*Quarterly and semi-annual premiums on existing policies, due 

subsequent to Jan, 1, 1879_-..---------------------------- 379,839 09 
*Premiums on existing policies in course of transmission and col- 

lection, (estimated reserve on these policies, $590,000 ; included 

in liabilities) ........-.-.-.---~..------------------------- 146,834 75 
Agents’ balanoes........---------------------+----------------- 88,036 91 


Accrued interest on investments to Jan, 1, 1879.--..------------ 
*4 detailed schedule of these items will accompany the usual an- 
nual report filed with the Insurance Department of the State 

of New York. 


306,225 93—$36,213,457 61 


Excess of market value of securities over cost-_..-.-.---.---- 623,837 62 
CASH ASSETS, Jan. 1, 1879 -.........-.--------.----------------- $36,837,295 23 
Appropriated as follows: 
Adjusted losses, due subsequent to Jan, 1, 1879..--...---------- $399,486 68 
Reported losses, awaiting proof, ete .-..-.---------------------- 180,993 39 
Matured endowments, due and unpaid-_.-.---.--.------------ 19,601 07 
Reserved for reinsurance on existing policies ; participating insur- 
ance at 4 per cent. Carlisle net premium : non-participating 
at 5 per cent. Carlisle net premium ...........------------- 32,369,333 40 
Reserved for contingent liabilities to Tontine Dividend Fund, : 
over and above a4 per cent reserve on existing policies of 
that class... n-ne nnn cce enon eessnn eeinnndeosoenenenne 1,041,456 87 
Reserved for premiums paid in advance_--.--...-.------------ 14,987 18—$34,025,858 59 
Divialble sarplus at 4 per Ceitecesesc nc cocewcccncne enone. 2 eensnn t= - 2,811,436 64 








$36,837,295 23 
Surplus, estimated by the New York State Standard at 
4 1-2 per cent,, over = - ~ - - - - $6,500,000 00 


From the undivided surplus of $2,811,436.64 the Board of Trustees has declared a Reversion- 
ary dividend to participating policies in proportion to their contribution to surplus, available on 
settlement of next annual premium, 


During the year, 5,082 policies have been issued, insuring $15,949,986. 


Number of policies in force Jan. 1, 1876, 44,661. Amount at risk, $126,132,119. 
Number of policies in force Jan. 1, 1877, 45,421. Amount at risk, 127,748,473. 
Number of policies in force Jan. 1, 1878, 45,605. Amount at risk, 127,901,887. 
Number of policies in force Jan. 1, 1879, 45,005. Amount at risk, 125,232,144. 


Death-Claims paid 1875, $1,524,815. Income from Interest, 1875, $1,870,658. 
Death-Claims paid 1876, 1,547,648. Income from Interest, 1876, 1,906,950. 
Death-Claims paid 1877, 1,638,128. Income from Interest, 1877, 1,867,457. 
Death-Claims paid 1878, 1,687,676. Income from Interest, 1878, 1,948,665. 


Divisible surplus at 4 per cent., Jan. 1, 1876, $2,499,656. 
Divisible surplus at 4 per cent., Jan. 1, 1877, 2,626,816. 
Divisible surplus at 4 per cent., Jan. 1, 1878, 2,664,144. 
Divisible surplus at 4 per cent., Jan. 1, 1879, 2,811,436. 





TRUSTEES. 


HENRY BOWERS, 
JOHN M. FURMAN 
WILLIAM A. BOOTH, 
WM. H. APPLETON, 
EDWARD MARTIN, 
8. 8. FISHER, 
WILLIAM H. BEERS. 


MORRIS FRANKLIN, 
PRESIDENT. 

WILLIAM H. BEERS 

Vicre-Prre” J ry 


MORRIS FRANKLIN, 
ROBERT B. COLLINS, 
CHAS. WRIGHT, M.D., 
J. F. SEYMOUR, 
JOHN MAIRS, 
DAVID DOWS, 


EDW. A. WHITEMGRRE, 
H. B. CLAFLIN, 
LOOMIS L. WHITE, 
GEORGE A. OSGOOD, 
WILLIAM BARTON, 
HENRY TUCK, M.D., 


THEODORE M, BANTA, Cashier. yor pee 2 
D. O’DELL, Superintendent of Agencies. ane gids 
CHARLES WRIGHT, M.D., iP” pox 


Residence, 109 East 26th St., 
HENRY TUCK, M.D., 
Residence, 15 East 3ist St. 


Medical Examiners 


STATEMENT 
OF 
THE Mutual LIFE INSURANCE Company OF NEW York, 
F. S. WINSTON, President, 


For the year ending December 31st, 1878. 


Annuity Account. 








No. | Ann. Pay’ts.| | sf 
Annuities in force, Jan. Ist, 1878 54 $25,900 61 | | Annuities in force, Jan. 1st, 1879...... a Atos to 
6.174 00 || Premium Annuilies.................. | 6,981 63 
ed R.. 2,031 04 {| Annuities Terminated................ 5 7,574 8 
58 | $34,105 65 || 58 | $4,105 65 


‘ 
i 





Insurance Account. 





























| ii } 
e No, Amonant. || N 
Policies in force, Jan. ist, 1878..... 91,553 | $24,488,311 | Policies in force, Jan. 1st, 1879...... 91.895 | gent Bis 
Risks Assumed,........ ouseccase --- 8,870 | 28,299,818 || Risks Terminated................... 8 585 | 32,013,814 
| —_—  —-———- 
100,428 | ($2,788,129 | 100,423 $322,788,129 
' 
Dr. Revenue Account. Cr. 
To poloace Som los eqveunt ponncaccescnoes $52,355 678.27 | By paid Death and Endowments Claims 
cH - ’ms received........... «-- 13,092,719.83 (matured and discounted)...... 7 
Interest and Remts.....ccc ccccccccocccce 4,752,407.74;|) “* = Annuities pencednanencbaksbecoanseee “ nmr a 
ie a ea 3,555,462.00 
ne * “ Surrendered Policies and Addi- a 
poe Eh itn naleill aaa csin 4,214,158.04 
_ - > *“ Commissions (payment ofcurrent 
_ and extinguishment of future), 532,496.63 
* “ Contingent Guarantee Account.. 277,101.09 
“ “ Expenses and Taxes.............. 817.099.57 
9 t: ** Balance to New Account............... 84,174,076.42 
$100,200,805.84 | $100,200,805.84 
Dr. Balance Sheet. Cr. 
To Reserve at four per cent................. $81,763,995.43 || By Bonds Secured by Mortgages on seks sf. 
on Claims by Death not yet due............ 648,576.00 PE atitetetnsthtessnadecundphuects $57 368,331.99 
Claims by Death, not yet reported |] “ United States and other Stocks........ 17/835.869.; 
2. ee) mbes GEER one scedceccesecccs 009.00 Ce iar mninitatsusiintdeeccuied 6,319,051.73 
c. miums paid in advance.............. 265,664.37 “ Cash in Banks and Trust Companies 
Surplus and Contingent Guarantee | OE BR centicodcincctcksibaccddined 3,100,516.10 
ial aialiihaaaiieaanineteindbiteuinisiaines 4,249,378.72 S DRT ONS BOUTIOE ccc cccnccnaccecchaccene »485,7. 
* “Premiums deferred, quarterly and 
ee (ONIN is bik sb shicekdn bank oids 835,817.15 
“ Premiums in transit, principally for 
PORIOE. 26c cbnddtceccdenébotwacsess 272.58 
“ Balances due by Agents................ 53,001.42 
$87,127 614.52 { $87,127,614.52 
( _ — 


From the Surplus, as appears in thé Balance Sheet, a dend will be apportioned to each = nave 


NOTE.—If the New York Standard of four and a half ead cent Interest be used, the Surplus ie gu 
Ivi 
shall be in force at its anniversary in 1879. ° 





By the unanimous action of the Board of Trustees another important step in advance has been taken in the 
interest of all Policy-holders and the public, by directing that the premium rates on old and new Policies shall 
be red fteen per cent, from tabular rates for Whole Liie Annual Premium Policies, with a corres- 
ponding equitable reduction on the other 

ruse palo Mahte additions of insurance payable with Gre policy” “ail dividends are allotuca is poets 
an‘ receive equitable additions 0) ice ew e policy. vidends are allotted in 
to the actual contributions of each class to the surplus of the Company. peopertion 


New York, February 19, 1879. 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 


Richard A. McCurdy, 
Francis Skiddy, 
James C. Holden. 
Herman C. von Post, 
George C. Richardson, 
Alexander H. Rice, 
William F. Babcock, 
F. Ratchford Starr, 
Frederick H. Cossitt, 


Henry A. Smythe, 
Wiliam E. Dodge, 
George 8S. Coe, 
John Develin, 
Martin Bates, 
William A. Haines, 
Seymour L. Husted, 
Oliver H. Palmer, 
Henry E. Davies, 


Frederick 8. Winston, 
Robert H. McCurdy, 
William Betts, 
Samuel M. Cornell, 
Samuel EK. Sproulis, 
Lucius Robinson, 
William H. Popham 
Samuel D. beock, 
Wiliam Smith Brown 


Lewis May, 

Oliver Harriman, 
Thomas Dickson, 
Henry W. Smith, 
Join H. Sherwood, 
Egisto P. Fabbri, 
George H. Andaews. 
Robert Olyphant. 


VANUXEM, BATES, & LAMBERT, General Agents, 


CoMPANY’s BUILDING, PHILADELPHIA. 


Cheapness. 


Provident 
Life and Trust Co. 


OF PHILADELPHIA. 


INCORPORATED 3d MO. 22, 1865. 








Secu rity. Liberality. 














mg TTUARY. 








ASSETS AT MARKET PRICE, - - - ° $4,319,987.62 
| LIABILITIES, - ° - - - - a 3,322,845.40 
EXCESS OVER LIABILITIES, - Pa - ° $997,142.22 





| 
| 
| 
| 7 Paral Sleded 
MorTALITY EXPERIENCE FROM 1866 To 1877. 


| Probable Death Losses according to the American Experience 
Table of Mortality, the Standard of the Pennsylvania Insur- 





ance Department (511 lives), . - - - - $1,517,908 00 

| Actual Experience of the Company during the whole period 

| (331 lives), - - - - - - - - - 996,159 00 
Difference, - - - : - . - - ; : $521,749 00 





A LOW RATE OF MORTALITY MAKES CHEAP INSURANCE, 





